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1 Peter Introduction 

 
1. Authorship: 

A. The authorship by the apostle Peter is as clear and strong as any book of the N.T.  Cf 1:1 
 B. There is no early tradition that contradicts it. 

C. The strongest criticism is that Peter was unable to write this quality of Greek.  Cf Acts 4:13  
Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling and began to recognize them as 
having been with Jesus. 

D. But since Peter came from bilingual Galilee and quotes from the Septuagint, he must have 
known Greek.  

 
2. Recipients: 

A. Peter wrote the book to Believers living in five provinces of Asia Minor. 
B. They were a racial mix of Jews and Gentiles. 
C. It was written to local churches in those areas and carried by Silvanus (Silas).  Cf 5:12 
D. The term DIASPORA without the definite article in 1:1, plus other evidence found 

throughout the book indicates that the recipients were predominately Gentiles. 
E. Paul ministered to these areas, but the letter was probably written during his final stay in 

prison. 
 
3. Occasion: 

A. The immediate occasion was to encourage believers during the growing persecution.  Cf 
1:6; 3:13-17; 4:12-19 

B. There is no direct mention of actual martyrdom, imprisonment or confiscation of property.  
Cf Heb 10:34 

 C. The persecution primarily took the form of malicious slander.   
Cf 4:14,15 

D. They were slandered in part because they had withdrawn from the vices of the Gentile 
religions and culture.  Cf 4:4-5 

E. There may have also been charges of disloyalty to the state.   
Cf 2:13-17 

F. They do not seem to be in an organized persecution by the state, which began under Nero 
in 64 A.D. 

 
4. Place And Date: 
 A. The place is stated as “Babylon.”  Cf 5:13 

B. It is probably not historical Babylon as there is no mention in the early church of a local 
church being located there, or of Peter going to that area. 

C. The large Jewish community that once resided there had been forced to leave centuries 
earlier according to Josephus. 

D. Rome is the traditional interpretation given to this “Babylon” since Peter was martyred in 
Rome. 

E. The date is established as somewhere between 62-64 A.D. 
 
5. Purpose: 

A. The purpose of the book is to encourage Believers to stand firm in God’s grace.  Cf 5:12 
B. There are 35 Imperatives which point us to patient endurance in the faith until the Rapture.  

Cf 1:7 
 
6. Major Theological Issues: 
 A. Salvation.  1:3-12, 18-19 
 B. The Church.  2:5-10 
 C. Angels.  3:18-22 
 D. Prophecy.  1:6-9; 4:13; 5:1,4 
 E. The Christian Life.  1:6-9; 2:2; 5:10 
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Outline: 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
 5. Be Humble.  5:1-5 
 6. Resist the Devil.  5:6-11 
Conclusion.  5:12-14 
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1 Peter 1:1-2 
Introduction 

Greetings 
 
Introduction   1 Peter 1:1-12 

1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 
Peter to the Elect Sojourners = 1:1 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens (PAREPID8MOS = 3X; cf 2:11; Heb 11:13 refers 
to one who sojourns in a strange place, away from one’s own people, the word “chosen” or “elect” found 
at the end of this verse modifies this word so it should read, “to the elect sojourners), scattered 
(DIASPORA = 3x; John 7:35; Js 1:1; the verb is used in Acts 8:1,4 of the dispersion of the early church 
from Jerusalem due to the persecution of Saul/Paul.  Should be translated “to the elect sojourners of a 
dispersion.  Failure to follow the principles of Matt 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8 led to the dispersion of Believers 
from Jerusalem) throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen (the northern 
region of the area known as Asia Minor-modern day Turkey). 
 

C.T. =  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect sojourners of a dispersion throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter addresses Believers who are sojourning on the earth.  (They are in the world but not of the 

world) 
2. Great heroes of the faith realized that the earth was just a temporary residence and that we are 

just passing through.  Heb 11:13 
3. Realizing that we are “in the world” is foundational to understanding suffering. 
4. Notice the key words: 

A. “Dispersion” shows our relationship in time to our earthly neighbors. 
 B. “Elect” shows our relationship to God in time and eternity. 
 C. “Sojourner” shows our relationship to God for eternity. 
5. Peter is going to give instructions about relationships. 
 
Greetings of Grace And Peace = 1:2 

 
according to the foreknowledge (KATA + PROGNWSIS = 2x; Acts 2:23 shows the cross as being foreknown 
by God;  the verb is used 5x; cf 1:20 of Jesus Christ; God knew the “elect” in eternity past) of God the 
Father, by the sanctifying work (HAGIASMOS without the definite article; 10x; means to “set apart”) of the 
Spirit (the One who set apart the elect), to obey (HUPAKO8 = 15x; + EIS = with reference to an obedience) 
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled (Lit:  a sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ) with His blood: May grace and 
peace be yours in the fullest measure (Aor Ps Opt PL8THUNW = 12x; multiplied). 
 

C.T. =  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, with 
reference to an obedience and a sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:  May grace and peace be 
multiplied to you! 

 
Summary: 
1. Each member of the Trinity has a role in our election. 
2. Our election was foreknown by the Father.  Rom 8:29 
3. Our election was accomplished by the Spirit.  Eph 1:13  (His regenerating work and sealing 

accomplished our sanctification) 
4. Our election was provided by the atonement of Jesus Christ.  Heb 9:13-14; 21-22; 12:24 

(His “blood” was shed for us and then “sprinkled” upon us.  This is the picture given throughout the Old 
Testament of sprinkling on the doorposts, the Bronze Altar, the vessels, the Altar of Incense and the 
Mercy Seat) 

5. The term “election” does not mean chosen for salvation, but chosen for service.  John 6:70 
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Jesus answered them, "Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?"  John 
13:18  "I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be 
fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.' 

6. Our election was received through the obedience of faith in Jesus Christ.  Rom 1:2-6; 16:25-27 
(obedience of faith); I Jn 3:23  And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 

7. The Father in His love marked out the path of those who would believe in Jesus Christ.   
Eph 1:3-6; 2:8-10  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who (the Father) has 
blessed us (saints) with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He (the Father) 
chose us in Him (the Son) before the foundation of the world, that we (the saints) should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed 
on us in the Beloved. 

8 As God’s “chosen” we are to grow up.  Col 3:12-15  And so, as those who have been chosen of God, 
holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing 
with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord 
forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of 
unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and 
be thankful. 

9. We are to minister to others who are “chosen” to believe and mature in Christ.  2 Tim 2:10 
For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.  Titus 1:1-2  Paul, a bond-servant of God, and 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is 
according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 

10. We are called to proclaim the greatness of God.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

11. Because of the Trinity, grace and peace can be multiplied to us-no matter the circumstances of 
life. 

12. It is multiplied by increasing in the full knowledge of God.  2 Pet 1:2 
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1 Peter 1:3-12 
Introduction 

Thanksgiving for our Salvation 
(Peter’s Great Doxology) 

 
Introduction   1 Peter 1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 

 
Bless God for His Mercy Leading to Hope = 1:3 
 
Blessed (EULOG8TOS = 8x; always used in reference to God; means to “speak well”, to give praise) be the 
God and (Granville-Sharp principle here.  God even Father) Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who (the Father) 
according to His great mercy (KATA + POLUS + ELEOS = POLUS is used to denote the superlative degree, 
greatest mercy; mercy means that we don’t get what we deserve) has caused us to be born again (Aor Ptc. 
ANAGENNAW = 2x; cf 1:23; literally: born upward; in direct contrast to physical birth; has caused us to 
be upward born; Aor. Ptc. Denotes it is antecedent to our blessing God) to a living hope (EIS + ELPIS + 
Pres Ptc. ZAW = to a living hope) through the resurrection (DIA + ANASTASIS = the standing up) of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,  
 

C.T. = Blessed be the God even Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His greatest 
mercy has caused us to be born upward into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 

 
Summary: 
1. In addition to speaking good of God for His great mercy and our salvation, we are to speak good 

of Him because: 
A. He has Redeemed us.  Luke 1:68  "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and 

accomplished redemption for His people, 
B. He is the Creator.  Rom 1:25  For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and 

served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
C. He sent the Messiah.  Rom 9:3-5  For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 

Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to 
whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law 
and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ 
according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

D. He comforts us.  2 Cor 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 

E. He works through our weakness.  2 Cor 11:30-31  If I have to boast, I will boast of what 
pertains to my weakness.  The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, 
knows that I am not lying. 

F. He has given us every spiritual blessing.  Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ, 

2. God’s mercy does not give us what we deserve. 
A. God’s mercy is driven by His love for us.  Eph 2:4-7  But God, being rich in mercy, because 

of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made 
us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

B. God’s mercy is involved in our salvation.  Titus 3:5-7  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life. 
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C. We can call upon His mercy in time of need.  Heb 4:15-16  For we do not have a high priest 

who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need. 

D. So we are to pass on that mercy to others.  James 3:17  But the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy. 

3. Our new birth is heaven sent and heaven based, based on the Living Word of God.  1 Pet 1:23 
for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, {that is,} through the living 
and abiding word of God. 

4. Therefore, we have an eternal hope, guaranteed by the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A. Hope is not something that is seen, but is something of which we are to be confident.  

Rom 8:24-25  For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does 
one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we 
wait eagerly for it. 

B. Hope is one of the crucial issues of the Christian life.  1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

C. Hope is something for which we need enlightenment to gain.  Eph 1:18-20  I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the 
strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

D. There is only one hope for the Christian, which is found in Jesus Christ Himself.  Eph 4:4-6 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 

E. Hope grows as our relationship with Christ grows.  Col 1:25-27  Of this church I was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully 
carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory. 

F. Pressure is designed to be a hope builder.  Rom 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have 
obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the 
glory of God.  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 
and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

G. The confidence grows as we accept more and more the faithfulness of God.  Heb 10:23-24 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and 
let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 

H. Hope is a cause of rejoicing.  Rom 12:9-13  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; 
cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another 
in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, 
persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality. 

I. Hope is an integral part of our armor in the Angelic Conflict.  1Thes 5:8  But since we are of 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the 
hope of salvation. 

J. An essential part of our witness is to not lose our hope.  Heb 3:5-6  Now Moses was faithful 
in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; but 
Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence 
and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 

K. Part of our growth is confidence in our hope.  Heb 6:11-12  And we desire that each one of 
you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you 
may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

L. This confident hope then becomes an anchor of our soul.  Heb 6:17-20  In the same way 
God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His 
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purpose, interposed with an oath, in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in 
laying hold of the hope set before us.  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both 
sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner 
for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

M. This hope in Christ leads to holiness.  I Jn 3:2-3  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it 
has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure. 

 
Bless God for the Inheritance Given to us = 1:4 
 
to obtain an inheritance (EIS + KL8RONOMIA = for an inheritance) which is imperishable (APHTHARTOS = 7x; 
cf 1:23; 3:4; means that it not subject to being in a lesser condition; not just an emphasis on duration but 
quality.   “Incorruptible” is a better translation) and undefiled (AMIANTOS = 4x; Heb 7:26 describes our 
High Priest; 13:4 to not violate the marriage bed; James 1:27 to not violate widows and orphans; refers to 
moral stain; this inheritance has no moral stain) and will not fade away (AMARANTOS = 1x; opposite of a 
flower that fades; the Amaranth flower took its name from this word-a dark purple flower that supposedly 
never fades), reserved (Pf Ps Ptc. T8REW = having been kept under guard; Pf denotes done in Eternity 
Past; Ps means we receive it by grace) in heaven for you, 
 

C.T. = for an inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled and unfading, having been kept under guard 
in heaven for you. 

 
Summary: 
1. Three qualities describe our inheritance: 
 A. Incorruptible meaning that it will never change in quality. 

1). This word is used to describe God.  Rom 1:23  and exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-
footed animals and crawling creatures.  1 Tim 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, {be} honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.   

2). One day we shall participate in this attribute of God.  1 Cor 15:52  in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.    

3). This prize is worth seeking.  1 Cor 9:25  And everyone who competes in the games 
exercises self-control in all things. They then {do it} to receive a perishable wreath, but 
we an imperishable.    

 B. Undefiled meaning it will never be morally violated. 
1). This word is used to describe Jesus Christ.  Heb 7:26  For it was fitting that we 

should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and 
exalted above the heavens;  

2). It is to be lived in our marriages.  Heb 13:4  {Let} marriage {be held} in honor among 
all, and let the {marriage} bed {be} undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will 
judge 

3). And in our care for widows and orphans.  James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled 
religion in the sight of {our} God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, 
{and} to keep oneself unstained by the world.   

 C. Unfading meaning that it will forever retain its glory. 
1). This is not the case for those who pursue only the things of the world.  James 

1:11-12  For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower 
falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of 
his pursuits will fade away.  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to 
those who love Him. 

  2). What an inheritance! 
2. It is valuable enough to be kept under guard in heaven.  (Satan and his forces are doing their best to 

steal it) 
3. The sealing of the Holy Spirit is a pledge given for the inheritance awaiting us.  Eph 1:13-14 
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In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also 
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

4. Our inheritance is a valid motivator of the Christian life.  Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing where he was going.  Col 3:23-25  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the 
Lord Christ whom you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which 
he has done, and that without partiality. 

5. Our inheritance can be lost for: 
A. Idolatry.  Eph 5:5  For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or 

covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
B. Unrighteousness.  1 Cor 6:9-10  Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

C. Deeds of the flesh.  Gal 5:19-21  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn 
you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

6. But our salvation cannot be lost. 
 

Bless God for His Protection = 1:5 
 
who (the elect sojourners) are protected (Pres Ps Ptc. PHROUREW = 4x; to keep under military guard; cf 2 
Cor 11:32; Gal 3:23; Php 4:7.  Habitual Present; Ps denotes that we receive it; who are being protected) by 
the power (DUNAMIS = inherent power) of God through faith (DIA PISTIS = connects us to His power) for a 
salvation (EIS + SWT8RIA = into a deliverance) ready (ETOIMOS = 17x; prepared; this word modifies 
“salvation”; used in John 14:1-3) to be revealed (Aor Ps Inf APOKALUPTW = to be revealed; describes the 
salvation) in the last time (EN + KAIROS + ESCHATOS = denotes events marking a specific time).  
 

C.T. = who are being protected by the power of God through faith, into a deliverance, prepared, to 
be revealed in the last time. 

 
Summary: 
1. Note the Essence of God in our security and inheritance. 
 Sovereignty:  negates the law of Entropy. 
 Righteousness/Justice:  grants it based on the cross. 
 Love:  the reason for giving us this grace. 
 Eternal Life:  the inheritance is eternal. 
 Omniscience:  set the inheritance aside for us. 
 Omnipotence:  guards our salvation and inheritance. 
 Omnipresence:  nothing escapes His notice. 
 Immutability:  He won’t change His mind. 
 Veracity:  He promised it so He will do it. 
2. Faith in the Lord connected us eternally to the power of God who will ultimately deliver us from all 

danger. 
3. This should give us peace, which will guard our hearts.  Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

4. There are three spiritual types of salvation for the individual: 
A. When a person accepts Jesus Christ as savior, and is saved from the eternal effects of sin.  

Eph 1:13  In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- 
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  Rom 1:16  For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
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B. As the Believer grows and is saved from participation in sin.  2 Cor 1:6  But if we are 

afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is 
effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  2 Cor 7:9-10 I now 
rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of 
repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, in order that you might not 
suffer loss in anything through us.  For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a 
repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 
1Thes 5:9-10 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 
Him. 

C. When the Believer enters the presence of the Lord at the Rapture and the affects of sin are 
forever removed.  1 Pet 1:5; Rom 13:10-11  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore 
is the fulfillment of the law.  And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to 
awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 

5. In God’s Plan the Rapture is ready to happen. 
A. So the question is whether or not we are ready to partake of the Wedding Feast.  Matt 22:1-

14  (Parable of Wedding Feast) 
B. The Lord told His disciples to be ready.  Matt 24:44  "For this reason you be ready too; for the 

Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. 
C. Part of being ready for His return is being ready for every good deed.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind 

them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to 
malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 

D. Another part is being ready to make a defense for the hope that is in us.  1 Pet 3:14-15 
But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their 
intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, 
yet with gentleness and reverence; 

6. Sadly, some won’t listen to the Master.  Matt 25:1-13  (Parable of the Ten Virgins) 
 
Joy in the Face of Trials = 1:6 
 
In this (deliverance in the last time) you greatly rejoice (PMI or Imp AGALLIAW = 11X; rejoice, cf 1:8; 4:13 + 
OLIGOS = greatly; the word rejoice is never used  of rejoicing over earthly things.  It is always used in a 
direction of rejoicing to God because of salvation, Jesus Christ, righteousness, eternal rewards or 
sharing Christ’s sufferings), even though now for a little while, if (this is a 1st class condition, not a 3rd 
therefore translate:  since it is) necessary, you have been distressed (Aor Ps Ptc LUPEW = to be heavy, 
grieve, in spite of having been pressured) by various trials (POIKILOS = manifold, diverse + PEIRASMOS = 
21x; trials given for a beneficial purpose or effect), 
 

C.T. = In this, greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, since it is necessary, in spite of 
having been pressured by diverse trials,  

 
Summary: 
1. Our final deliverance is a cause for rejoicing-now. 
2. Abraham rejoiced over the Messiah who was to come.  John 8:54-56  Jesus answered, "If I glorify 

Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; and you 
have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I shall be a liar like you, 
but I do know Him, and keep His word.  "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and 
was glad." 

3. David rejoiced over the Lord’s presence.  Acts 2:25-27  "For David says of Him, 'I was always 
beholding the Lord in my presence; for He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken.  'Therefore my 
heart was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will abide in hope;  because Thou wilt not 
abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay. 

4. Mary rejoiced over the child she was to have.  Luke 1:46-47  And Mary said: "My soul exalts the Lord, 
And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

5. Jesus rejoiced over the Father’s revelation to man.  Luke 10:18-21  And He said to them, "I was 
watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.  "Nevertheless do not 
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."  At 
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that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. 
Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. 

6. Believers rejoice when others believe.  Acts 16:30-34  and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?"  And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and 
your household."  And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house.  
And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, 
he and all his household.  And he brought them into his house and set food before them, and rejoiced 
greatly, having believed in God with his whole household. 

7. Mature Believers rejoice when they are persecuted.  Matt 5:11-12  "Blessed are you when men cast 
insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  
"Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

8. Mature Believers also rejoice when they share the sufferings of Christ.  1 Pet 4:12-13  Beloved, do 
not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 
strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 

9. Just as there exists diversity in testing so there exists diversity in the manifestations of God’s 
grace.  1 Pet 4:10  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

10. Knowing that God’s grace covers any test or temptation we face, lets us consider these situations 
as a basis for joy.  James 1:2-5  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing (translated as “proof” in 1 Peter 1:7) of your faith produces endurance.  And 
let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  But if any 
of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him. 

11. Let us not forget to pray about these matters before the circumstances arise.  Matt 26:41  "Keep 
watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

12. Notice that it is permissible to feel the pressure of testing.  (“distressed” means “pressured”) 
 
Joy because of Testing = 1:7 
 
so that the proof (DOKIMION = 2x; James 1:3, a proof test; looks for contaminants) of your faith, being more 
precious (POLUTIMOTEROS = 3x;  comparative adjective; of greater honor/value; translate: is of greater 
honor) than gold which is perishable (Pres Ps Ptc APOLLUMI = to destroy the well-being of; which is 
perishing), even though tested by fire (Pres Ps Ptc DOKIMADZW = being tested for contaminants), may be 
found (Aor Ps Subj EURISKW = Aor looks at a point of time; Subj looks at potential) to result in praise 
(EPAINOS = 11x; cf 2:14; approbation, commendation, praise) and glory (DOXA = glory; overt beauty) and 
honor (TIM8 = weight, personal reputation) at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  
 

C.T. = so that the proof of your faith is of greater honor than gold which is perishing, even though 
being tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. When our faith is proved it is like finding the “pearl of great price.”  Matt 13:45-46  "Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

2. It is something with which we can honor the Lord.  John 12:1-3  Jesus, therefore, six days before the 
Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  So they made 
Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with 
Him.  Mary therefore took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

3. We can have a joy when we know we are being tested to determine contaminants so that they can 
be removed. 

4. We are to look for contaminants in us.  1 Cor 11:28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of the bread and drink of the cup.  2 Cor 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you 
fail the test? 
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5. One day we will give an account.  1 Cor 3:12-15  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, 
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any 
man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, 
he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.  2 Cor 13:5 

6. In order to determine the contaminants in us we must be willing to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices.  Rom 12:1-2  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the 
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

7. A lack of love is the chief contaminant we are to look for.  Phil 1:9-11  And this I pray, that your love 
may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled 
with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

8. The evaluation process is to focus on ourselves instead of others.  Gal 6:1-5  Brethren, even if a 
man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each 
one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of 
Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But let each one 
examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in 
regard to another.  For each one shall bear his own load. 

9. When we find the contaminants we need to go in front of the throne of grace.  Heb 4:16 
 
Joy because of Love = 1:8 
 
and though you have not seen Him ({Jesus Christ} OUK + Aor Ptc HORAW = not having seen; comes before 
main verb “love”), you love Him (PAI AGAPAW = action in progress; you are loving), and though you do not 
see Him now (shifts from past to present), but believe (Pres Ptc PISTEUW = action in progress; you are 
believing) in Him, you greatly rejoice (PAI AGALLIAW = are greatly rejoicing) with joy (CHARIS = grace-
based) inexpressible (ANEKLAL8TOS = 1x; not able to be spoken out; must be something if Peter has no 
words for it) and full of glory (Pf Ps Ptc DOXADZW = having been totally glorified, full of glory), 
 

C.T. = and though you have not seen Him, you are loving Him, and though you do not see Him 
now, but are believing in Him, you are greatly rejoicing with joy, inexpressible and full of glory.  

 
Summary: 
1. Peter is talking to Believers about the Christian life. 
2. Faith in the One who saved us is the door to loving Him. 
 (have not seen Him = prior faith) 
3. Continuing faith in the One who saved us leads to a joy for which there are no words to describe.  
4. This joy glorifies the King of kings. 
 
Joy because of Salvation = 1:9 
 
obtaining (Pres Mid Ptc KOMIDZW = 11x; cf 5:4; 2 Pet 2:13; to recover what is one’s own) as the outcome 
(TELOS = end) of your (“the” not “your”) faith the salvation of your souls (Lit: a salvation of your souls). 
 
 C.T. = receiving at the end of the faith a deliverance of your souls. 
 
Summary: 
1. Remember that Peter is addressing people who have already been saved. 
2. They are going to recover some personal property that has been lost or misplaced for awhile. 

A. The good we do for the Lord and the good we do for ourselves will one day be evaluated.  
2 Cor 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
Eph 6:7-8  With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever 
good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.  Col 
3:23-25  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
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serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, 
and that without partiality. 

B. Doing the will of God lets us use what we have been given.  Heb 10:36  For you have need 
of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 

C. A crown is there with your name on it for pasturing those allotted to your charge.  1 Pet 5:4 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.   

3. It is the joy of fellowship with the Lord. 
4. The last verse spoke of an abiding faith that leads to a supernatural joy. 
5. This verse speaks of a Believer’s faith deliverance from a lack of joy.   
6. The supernatural joy is from the Holy Spirit and is based upon grace.  Gal 5:22-23 (CHARA 

translated “joy” is from the root meaning grace)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

7. We are promised this joy for obedience to the commandment to love one another.  John 15:10-14 
"If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments, and abide in His love.  "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be made full.  "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 
loved you.  "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  "You are My 
friends, if you do what I command you. 

8. But the endurance of your “cross” is first necessary, just as it was for our Lord.  Heb 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For 
consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary 
and lose heart. 

9. Spiritual joy does not come from the things of the world. 
 

A Different Kind of Salvation = 1:10 
 
As to this salvation (Lit: concerning this deliverance-of a lack of spiritual joy, because we don’t love one 
another and present ourselves as living sacrifices), the prophets who prophesied of the grace (defined in 
V11 as the sufferings of Christ and glories to follow) that would come to you (the elect sojourners) made 
careful searches (AAI EKZ8TEW = seek out of; diligently search; vertical seeking for relationship with God) 
and inquiries (AAI EXEREUNAW = 1x; to diligently examine; strong form of ereunaw used 6x; this would be 
the Scriptural search; horizontal), 
 

C.T. = Concerning this deliverance, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to 
you diligently searched and diligently examined, 

 
For a Unique Time = 1:11 
 
seeking to know (Pres Ptc. EREUNAW = examining) what person or time (KAIROS = season) the Spirit of 
Christ (Messiah-only other use of this title found in Romans 8:9; The “Spirit of Christ” refers to a specific 
revelation of the Holy Spirit concerning the qualities of the Messiah.) within them (their study of Messiah 
was guided by the Holy Spirit) was indicating (IPF AI D8LOW = 7x; to make plain, signify, declare, indicate) 
as He (the Spirit of Christ) predicted (PMPtc PROMARTUROMA = contemporaneous with d8low = Who was 
testifying beforehand) the sufferings (PATH8MA = note the plural) of (EIS = into) Christ and the glories to 
follow (Lit: after these things). 
 

C.T. = examining what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating, Who was 
testifying beforehand of the sufferings into Christ and the glories after these things.  

 
Summary: 
1. The “deliverance” in view involves a lack of spiritual joy, due to failure to present ourselves as 

living sacrifices and love one another. 
2. The “grace” to come was Messiah Himself.  Isa 6:9-10 quoted in Matt 13:14-17  "And in their case 

the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; 
and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; For the heart of this people has become dull, and with 
their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and 
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hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I should heal them.'  "But blessed are 
your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  "For truly I say to you, that many 
prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, 
and did not hear it. 

3. The Messiah would possess this spiritual joy, present Himself as a living sacrifice and love the 
world. 

4. The Prophets searched both in a relational (vertical) and scriptural manner (horizontal). 
A. The Lord’s desire is that all mankind seek Him.  Acts 15:15-17  (Vertical search)  "And with 

this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 'After these things I will return, and I will 
rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, In 
order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by My 
name,' 

B. But no one will seek Him all the time.  Rom 3:9-11 (Vertical)  What then? Are we better than 
they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as it is 
written, "There is none righteous, not even one; There is none who understands, there is none 
who seeks for God; 

C. Rewards come to those who seek Him.  Heb 11:6 (Horizontal affected by the Vertical 
search)  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

D. But rewards do not come to those who want only the inheritance.  Heb 12:17 (horizontal 
search only)  For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was 
rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. 

5. The Pharisees were only involved in a horizontal search for life, and thus missed the point.  John 
5:38-44  "And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  "You 
search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear 
witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.  "I do not receive glory from 
men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.  "I have come in My Father's 
name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive him.  "How can 
you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory that is from the one 
and only God? 

6. The Pharisees even thought they could stop a Prophet by covering all the geographical 
(horizontal) bases.  John 7:43-53  So there arose a division in the multitude because of Him.  And some 
of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him.  The officers therefore came to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, "Why did you not bring Him?"  The officers answered, 
"Never did a man speak the way this man speaks."  The Pharisees therefore answered them, "You have 
not also been led astray, have you?  "No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he?  
"But this multitude which does not know the Law is accursed."  Nicodemus said to them (he who came to 
Him before, being one of them), "Our Law does not judge a man, unless it first hears from him and knows 
what he is doing, does it?"  They answered and said to him, "You are not also from Galilee, are you? 
Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee."  [And everyone went to his home. 

7. The Son and Holy Spirit search the hearts of man.  Rom 8:26-28  (thus seeing if we are submitted 
to the HS and presenting ourselves as living sacrifices)  And in the same way the Spirit also helps 
our weakness; for we (Believers) do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us with groanings too deep for words; and He (identified as the Son in Rev 2) who searches the 
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He (the Son) intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  (those who love God are called according to 
His purpose-1 Tim 2:4) 

8. The Holy Spirit is said to search “even the depths of God,” which He brings with Him into a 
Believer’s life, so that the Believer may search the “depths of God.”  1 Cor 2:10-16  (connect 
vertically and the horizontal will be purified)  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man 
except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit 
of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
know the things freely given to us by God,  which things we also speak, not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  But a natural 
man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet 
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he himself is appraised by no man.  For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct 
Him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

9. God sees through religious facades.  Rev 2:18-29  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  'I 
know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are 
greater than at first.  'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray, so that they commit acts of immorality 
and eat things sacrificed to idols.  'And I gave her time to repent; and she does not want to repent of her 
immorality.  'Behold, I will cast her upon a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  'And I will kill her children with pestilence; and all the 
churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you 
according to your deeds.  'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, 
who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no other burden on you.  
'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.  'And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My 
deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, 
as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; and I 
will give him the morning star.  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 

10. The Prophets asked “who?” and “what time?” 
11. They knew that Messiah had to suffer and then be glorified, but they could not quite figure out 

how and when it would be done, thus it was a mystery. 
12. It was the “mystery” of Messiah within them-the certainty of glory.   Col 1:25-29 (there was an 

element of uncertainty until sins were paid for and Messiah ascended to glory)  Of this church I was 
made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully 
carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages 
and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  And 
we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present 
every man complete in Christ.  And for this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which 
mightily works within me. 

13. The “Spirit of Christ” refers to a specific revelation of the Holy Spirit concerning the qualities of 
the Messiah. 

14. If one does not have the revelation of the qualities of Jesus the Messiah then they have not been 
saved.  Rom 8:9 

15. People with a “childlike” faith want to know more about God so as to know Him better. 
 
Once a Mystery = 1:12 
 

C.T. 1:10 = Concerning this deliverance, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would 
come to you diligently searched and diligently examined, 
C.T. 1:11 = examining what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating, Who 
was testifying beforehand of the sufferings into Christ and the glories after these things.  

 
It was revealed to them (the prophets) that they were not serving themselves (IPF AI DIAKONEW = to minister 
to with emphasis on the action), but you (elect sojourners), in these things which now have been announced 
(Aor Ps I ANAGGELLW = 18x; to bring back upward, hence to announce, declare) to you through those who 
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent (Aor A PTC APOSTELLW = sent with authority; Aor Ptc is 
antecedent to “proclaim the gospel”) from heaven -- things into which angels long to look (PAI EPITHUMEW = 
a word of strong desire often denoting lust or covetousness + Aor A Inf. PARAKUPTW = 5x; to “stoop 
alongside,” describes the action of the body that is looking intently at something; get closer to and 
observe closely. Used in Luke 24:12; John 20:5,11 of “stooping down to look into Jesus’ empty tomb.). 
 

C.T. = It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things 
which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things into which angels strongly desire to closely observe.  

 
Summary: 
1. The Prophets were told that their service involved a group of people who would come after the 

sufferings of Messiah. 
2. Peter was one of the foremost preachers of the revelation of this message.  Acts 2:14-36; 3:11-26 
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3. The Holy Spirit made clear what was one time only implied. 
4. It was revealed that the new group of people would be called the Church, who would be a people 

for God’s own possession. 1 Pet 2:9-10  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Eph 1:13-14  In Him, you also, 
after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were 
sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to 
the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

5. Angels had an intense desire to know about this time frame which indicates it would affect the 
Angelic Conflict. 

6. Angels who come from a higher position “stoop down” to seek answers.  Heb 1-2 
7. This new group of people needs to look clearly at the Law of Liberty.  James 1:25  But one who 

looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer 
but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. 
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1 Peter 1:13-21 

Exhortations Concerning Salvation 
Become Holy 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
  
Command One:  Have Hope = 1:13 
 
Therefore (to glorify God as a Christian-as Peter just did), prepare (Aor Mid Ptc ANADZWNNUMI = 1x; 
having girded up; antecedent action) your minds for action (OSPHUS = 8x; the loins; associated with 
procreation and physical strength + DIANOIA = 13x; literally “a thinking through” which looks at 
understanding and the area of thinking/reasoning; translate:  having girded up the loins of your thinking), 
keep sober in spirit (PAPtc V8PHW = 6x; free from intoxication; the word “spirit” is not here; not 
intoxicated by fame, fortune, power, pleasure), (1) fix your hope (Aor A Imp ELPIDZW = to have/cause 
hope; MAIN VERB; word is used to define “faith” in Heb 11:1) completely (TELEIWS = adv. Of manner; in 
an “endly” manner; with the view toward the objective) on the grace (CHARIS) to be brought to you (P Ps 
Ptc PHERW = being carried to you) at the revelation of Jesus Christ (APOKALUPSIS). 
 

C.T. = Therefore, having girded up the loins of your thinking, staying spiritually sober, have hope 
completely in the grace which is being carried to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. This paragraph contains three commands: 
 A. Have hope.  V13 
 B. Become holy.  V15 
 C. Turn upward (conduct).  V17 
2. The next paragraph contains one command:  fervently (stretch out) love one another. 
3. A prerequisite in fulfilling the command to “have hope,” is that our thinking has to be 

strengthened, first.  (What are the areas?  Peter is giving them in this book) 
A. We have to know where our treasure lies.  Luke 12:32-35  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for 

your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.  "Sell your possessions and give to 
charity; make yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near, nor moth destroys.  "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  
"Be dressed in readiness (gird the loins), and keep your lamps alight. 

B. We have to be growing in the truth.  Eph 6:14  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins 
with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

4. In conjunction with the command to “have hope” is spiritual sobriety, for without spiritual 
sobriety, hope will not occur. (one has placed their “hope” in the present, while spiritual “hope” must 
inherently concern the future) 
A. Spiritual sobriety is essential to meaningful prayer.  1 Pet 4:7  The end of all things is at 

hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. 
B. Spiritual sobriety is grounded in a desire to fulfill our ministry.  2 Tim 4:1-5  I solemnly 

charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the 
truth, and will turn aside to myths.  But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work 
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

C. Maintaining spiritual sobriety requires the spiritual armor of faith, hope and love.  1Thes 
5:4-8  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief; for you 
are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep 
as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and 
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those who get drunk get drunk at night.  But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put 
on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 

D. The reason spiritual armor is needed is because Satan attacks spiritual sobriety.  1 Pet 5:8 
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 

5. To have hope one must have faith. 
A. Faith for the present is belief in God’s word now and is called “faith.” 
B. Faith in God’s word for the future is called “hope.” 
C. Lack of one will affect the other.  (If you don’t trust Him for the present, then the future is 

doubtful.  If you don’t trust Him about the future then the present is doubtful.) 
D. Hope is a spiritual issue, thus the Holy Spirit will build the hope of those who lack it and 

want it.  Rom 8:23-27  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our body.  For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
why does one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, 
because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

E. Hope is a characteristic of love.  1 Cor 13:4-7  Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; 
love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

F. Hope is not built on the things of the world.  1 Tim 6:17-19  Instruct those who are rich in this 
present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, 
who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, 
to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 

G. Hope is grounded in the fact that one day we will be with the Lord, because of His grace.  1 
Peter 1:13  (Do you believe it?) 

6. Our final transformation into our resurrection body is an act of grace. 
(Consider all the different kinds of grace we have seen.  Here is yet another) 

 
Don’t Return to old Lusts = 1:14 
 
As obedient children, do not be conformed (M8 + PMPtc SUSCH8MATIDZW = 2x; Rom 12:2; not conforming 
yourselves; It means to fashion or shape one thing like another.  This verb has more special reference to 
that which is transitory, changeable, unstable; Pres Ptc goes with the main verb in verse 15 which is an 
Imperative; Pres Ptc. Means that it contemporary with the main verb thus essential to fulfilling the 
command) to the former lusts (EPITHUMIA = strong desires) which were yours in your ignorance (AGNOIA = 
without gnosis), (enter the battle) 
 

C.T. 1:14 = As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts by your 
ignorance. 
 

Summary: 
1. We are not only to have the faith of a child, but be obedient as well. 
2. This is an essential element of holiness in our Christian life.  (we cannot be disobedient to God and 

be holy) 
3. This obedience requires that we do not function in accordance with the lusts we had as 

unbelievers. 
4. Presenting ourselves to God as a living sacrifice, then letting our minds be renewed and 

transformed are also essential elements in not being conformed to worldly attitudes.  Rom 12:1-2 
I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 

5. Unbelievers attempt to function in ignorance of the life of God and thus become involved in 
unholy activities.  Eph 4:17-20  This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 
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longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, 
excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their 
heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of 
every kind of impurity with greediness.  But you did not learn Christ in this way, 

 
Be Holy = 1:15 
 
but like (KATA = according to the standard of) the Holy One who called (Aor A Ptc KALEW = denotes 
antecedent action; before you can become holy you must realize your call) you, (2) be holy yourselves (Aor 
Ps Imp GINOMAI = become something you are not, thus something Peter’s recipients had not attained + 
HAGIOS = holy, set apart) also in all your behavior (ANASTROPH8 = 13x; 8x in Peter’s writings; actually 
means “a turning upward” referring to a manner of life); 
 

C.T. 1:15 = but according to the standard of the Holy One who called you, become holy yourselves 
also in every manner of life. 

 
Summary: 
1. Every part of our life is to be set apart to the Lord. 
2. Fixing our hope completely on Christ is the foundation for holiness.  (1st command) 
3. Unholy life patterns we are to lay aside: 

A. Persecution of the church of God.  Gal 1:13  For you have heard of my former manner of life 
in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; 

B. Lusts of the Sin Nature.  Eph 4:21-24  if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in 
Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the 
old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed 
in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created 
in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

4. Why our pattern of life is to be holy: 
A. To be an example to other Believers.  1 Tim 4:12  Let no one look down on your youthfulness, 

but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who 
believe. 

B. To lead others with wisdom and understanding.  James 3:13  Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 

C. To be a good leader.  Heb 13:7  Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to 
you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

D. To evangelize unbelievers.  1 Pet 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so 
that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, 
as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

E. To win disobedient spouses.  1 Pet 3:1-2  In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your 
own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a 
word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 

F. To shame those who persecute you.  1 Pet 3:14-16  But even if you should suffer for the sake 
of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but 
sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and 
keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

5. The holiness of the Christian life must realize that one day, all the things of the world will pass 
away, so why spend our life in pursuit of them.  2 Pet 3:11-12  Since all these things are to be 
destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, 
and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

 
Why Holiness = 1:16 
 
because it is written (Pf Ps I GRAPHW = it has been written), "YOU SHALL BE HOLY (2 Pl FMI EIMI = you all 
yourselves shall be + HAGIOS in plural = holy ones), FOR (OTI = because) I AM HOLY (EGW + HAGIOS = I-
Holy)." 
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C.T. 1:16 = because it has been written, “You yourselves shall be holy ones, because I am holy.” 

 
Summary: 
1. God gave this command to Israel.  Lev 11:44; 19:2; 20:26 
2. In the context of Leviticus one is unholy when: 
 A. Consuming detestable things.  11:44 
 B. Not respecting God’s commands and turning to idols.  19:2 
 C. Involved in immorality.  20:26 
3. God’s desire for holiness was extended to the Church.  Eph 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
just as He (the Father) chose us in Him (Jesus Christ) before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before Him (the Father). 

4. Jesus’ desire is to present us “holy” to the Father.  Col 1:21-23  And although you were formerly 
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He (Jesus Christ) has now reconciled you in 
His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him (the Father) holy and blameless and 
beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

5. We are “set apart” by our position in Christ.  1 Cor 1:1-2 (Positional Holiness)  Paul, called as an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, to the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place 
call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  1 Cor 3:17 If any man destroys the 
temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are. 

6. Our position in Christ is designed to let us be “set apart” from the lusts of the world .  1Thes 4:3-7  
(Experiential Holiness)  For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not 
in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; and that no man transgress and defraud his 
brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before 
and solemnly warned you.  For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 

7. Experiential Holiness is a result of a relationship with the Lord, where we let Him sanctify us, 
while doing our part.  1Thes 5:23  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Cf 2 Tim 2:21-22 
Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the 
Master, prepared for every good work.  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 
 
Be Respectful = 1:17 
 
And, if you address (EI + PMI EPIKALEW = to call upon; Middle means a decision was made to do so; 1st 
Class condition; And since you are addressing) as Father (PATER) the One who impartially judges (d.a. + 
adverb APROSWPOL8PTWS = 1x; Lit: to not receive a face; to not show favoritism to a person at the 
judges bench in disregard of the evidence and facts, therefore, in an “impartial” manner + PAPtc. KRINW 
= to judge) according to each one's work (ERGOS = work, production), (3) conduct yourselves in fear (Aor Ps 
Imp ANASTREPHW = turn upward, conduct + EN PHOBOS = fear, concentration, i.e. bringing every 
thought into captivity for Christ) during the time of your stay (PAROIKIA = living alongside; sojourn) on 
earth;   
 

C.T. 1:17 =  And since you are addressing as Father the One who impartially judges according to 
each man’s work, turn upward in fear during the time of your sojourn. 

 
Summary: 
1. This is the 3rd command in this paragraph: 
 A. Fix your hope.  V13  (The vision) 
 B. Become holy.  V15  (The desire) 
 C. Turn upward.  V17  (The strategy) 
2. Obedient children of God will address Him as Father. 
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 (Muslims do not call Allah “Father”) 
3. Respectful children realize His impartiality. 
4. Fear involves concentration so this is a call to pay attention to what our Father wants.  (Wise 

parents teach their children to pay attention to them-Mr. Alexander) 
A. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.  Prov 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
B. Fear of the Lord is the beginning of blessing.  Ps 128:1-6 

1 How blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in His ways. 
2 When you shall eat of the fruit of your hands, you will be happy and it will be well with 

you. 
3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine, within your house, your children like olive plants 

around your table. 
4 Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD. 
5 The LORD bless you from Zion, and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the 

days of your life. 
6 Indeed, may you see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel! 

C. Fear of Christ is the foundation of relationships.  Eph 5:18-21  And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving 
thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject 
to one another in the fear of Christ. 

D. Fear of not knowing all of God’s promises is valid.  Heb 4:1  Therefore, let us fear lest, while 
a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it. 

E. Yet love casts out fear.  I Jn 4:16-21  And we have come to know and have believed the love 
which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him.  By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.  There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in 
love.  We love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should 
love his brother also. 

F. Fear in the sense of fright is beneficial to one just getting to know God, but it should be 
replaced with fear in the sense of focus as we grow in our love for Him, so that the frightful 
fear is gone. 

5. Punishment due is punishment due, but we could not bear the punishment that is due us. 
6. Just because we cannot bear it does not mean that we are not due it. 
7. Just because we at times receive part of the punishment does not mean that we paid the debt in 

full, or really even in part. 
8. We just received a taste of the consequences of our sins. 
9. Peter is trying to teach us here that God judges impartially and that everyone’s sins have to be 

paid for-in full-but we can’t do it. 
10. When discipline hurts us, let us realize that it hurt Christ even more. 
11. If we love our brother, Jesus Christ, and seek to be holy, why would we want to multiply our sins?  

(Although sins have been paid for once and for all, the payment should never be viewed lightly but as 
though we were heaping our sins on Him for a coming judgment) 

 
Why Respect-Part 1 = 1:18 
 
knowing (PF Ptc OIDA = knowing from experience) that you were not redeemed (OU + Aor Ps Ind LUTROW = 
3x; to release on receipt of a ransom; have not been redeemed) with perishable (PHTHARTOS = 
corruptible, able to decay, subject to entropy and contamination; if redemption were corruptible, then you 
could lose your salvation) things like silver or gold from your futile (EK + MATAIOS = 6x; void of result, 
unable to produce cf kenos = empty, a lack of that which otherwise may be possessed, if kenos were 
used it could denote that man was able to redeem himself but failed; this word, MATAIOS, says “no way”) 
way of life (ANASTROPH8 = turning upward, conduct, manner of life) inherited from your forefathers 
(PATROPARADOTOS = 1x; handed down from one’s father; emphasis not on lineage, but on father), 
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C.T. 1:18 =  knowing that you have not been redeemed with corruptible things like silver or gold 
from your futile manner of life inherited from your father 

 
Summary: 
1. Our redemption was not accomplished with corruptible things like: 
 A. Silver or Gold. 

B. Mere man.  Rom 1:21-23  For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or 
give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 
creatures. 

C. Manmade rewards.  1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 
only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  And everyone who competes 
in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, 
but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, 
as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have 
preached to others, I myself should be disqualified. 

2. Our life without redemption was controlled by our Sin Nature and was there futile meaning, “void 
of result.” 
A. Futility is worshipping other gods.  Acts 14:9-15  This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, 

who, when he had fixed his gaze upon him, and had seen that he had faith to be made well, said 
with a loud voice, "Stand upright on your feet." And he leaped up and began to walk.  And when 
the multitudes saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian 
language, "The gods have become like men and have come down to us."  And they began calling 
Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.  And the priest of Zeus, 
whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to 
offer sacrifice with the crowds.  But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they tore 
their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, "Men, why are you doing these 
things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you in order that 
you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea, and all that is in them. 

B. Futility is thinking ourselves to be wise.  1 Cor 3:19-20  For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness"; 
and again, "The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless." 

C. Futility is having faith in a lie.  1 Cor 15:16-17  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ 
has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your 
sins. 

D. Futility is arguing about silly things.  Titus 3:9  But shun foolish controversies and 
genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless. 

E. Futility is religion without honor.  James 1:26  If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet 
does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 

 
Why Respect-Part 2 = 1:19 
 
but with precious blood (TIMIOS = 14x; honorable, valuable, precious + AIMA = blood), as (HWS = sets up 
analogy) of a lamb (AMNOS = lamb, John 1:29,36) unblemished (AMWMOS = 7x; without blemish, 
genetically pure, without Sin Nature; most often translated “blameless;” deals with sins which come from 
the Sin Nature) and spotless (ASPILOS = 4x; without stain, without sin; its 3 other uses in the N.T. deal 
with the issue of love), the blood of Christ.  
 

C.T. 1:19 =  but with precious blood as a lamb unblemished and unstained, the blood of Christ. 
 
Summary: 
1. “Precious” means there is an intrinsic value of someone or something. 

A. Some people are precious to others.  Acts 5:34  But a certain Pharisee named Gamaliel, a 
teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put 
the men outside for a short time. 
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B. Most view their own life as precious.  Acts 20:24  "But I do not consider my life of any account 

as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 

C. The people of Religious and Political Babylon focus on worldly things with intrinsic value.  
Rev 17:4-5  And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the 
unclean things of her immorality, and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, 
"BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH."  Rev 18:12  cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen 
and purple and silk and scarlet, and every kind of citron wood and every article of ivory and every 
article made from very costly wood and bronze and iron and marble,  Rev 18:16  saying, 'Woe, 
woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and adorned with 
gold and precious stones and pearls; 

D. Our production in service to God is precious.  1 Cor 3:12-13  Now if any man builds upon the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become 
evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the 
quality of each man's work.  James 5:7-8  Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it 
gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. 

E. Marriage is to be considered precious.  Heb 13:4  Let marriage be held in honor among all, 
and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 

F. God’s promises are to be considered precious.  2 Pet 1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to 
us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us 
by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and 
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

G. The New Jerusalem will be truly precious.  Rev 21:10-11  And he carried me away in the Spirit 
to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone 
of crystal-clear jasper.  Rev 21:19  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every 
kind of precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, 
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 

2. Jesus, the Lamb of God, committed no sins.  He was without blame. 
A. The Father desires His family to become before Him like His Son, without blemish.   

Eph 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless (without blemish) before Him. 

B. The Son wants to present His bride to His Father, without blemish.  Eph 5:25-27  Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
should be holy and blameless (without blemish). 

C. He went to the cross to accomplish this.  Col 1:21-22  And although you were formerly 
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly 
body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless (without blemish) 
and beyond reproach-- 

D. And He can do it.  Jude 1:24-25  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to 
make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless (without blemish) with great joy, to the 
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen.  Rev 14:4-5  These are the ones who have not been 
defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and 
to the Lamb.  And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless (without blemish). 

E. His offering was designed to cleanse our conscience.  Heb 9:13-14  For if the blood of goats 
and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the 
cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
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offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God? 

F. So that we could do things without grumbling.  Phil 2:14-16   (Jesus wants to present you to 
His Father cleansed from your grumbling and fault finding.  This is not just a harmless little sin as 
Satan would have us believe.  It attacks the very Sovereignty of God.)  Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless (without blemish) and 
innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

3. Jesus, the Lamb of God, never had a lack of love and was therefore, without stain. 
A. We are called to this same standard.  1 Tim 6:13-14  I charge you in the presence of God, who 

gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius 
Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

B. We are to realize that the world will try to stain us with its lack of love.  James 1:27  This is 
pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

C. When our Lord returns, let us be found spotless and blameless.  2 Pet 3:14-15a  Therefore, 
beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 
blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; 

4. There is a redemption of the soul which occurs when one accepts Jesus Christ.  
A. Redemption by man is not the one that counts.  Heb 11:35-36  Women received back their 

dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they 
might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also 
chains and imprisonment. 

B. Our redemption let us be born again of incorruptible seed.  1 Pet 1:23  for you have been 
born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, {that is,} through the living and 
abiding word of God.   

C. The redemption Christ bought is eternal.  Heb 9:11-14  But when Christ appeared as a high 
priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, 
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption.  For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who 
have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 

D. It is the payment for sins so that we could be justified by faith.  Rom 3:21-24  But now apart 
from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and 
the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 
believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

E. Jesus sought to buy our freedom so that we might no longer participate in lawless deeds.  
Titus 2:11-15  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to 
deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  These things speak 
and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 

 
F. The Redemption price is the blood of Christ.  Eph 1:7-8  In Him we have redemption through 

His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He 
lavished upon us. 

G. Redemption of our soul is an accomplished fact.  Col 1:13-14  For He delivered us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

5. There is also a redemption of the body.  Rom 8:23  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having 
the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our body. 
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A. For the Church it will be at the Rapture.  Eph 1:13-14  In Him, you also, after listening to the 

message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

B. For the Age of Israel saints it will be at the Second Advent.  Luke 21:25-28  "And there will 
be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at 
the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things 
which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  "And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  "But when these things 
begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near." 

C. Because of our redemption, this corruptible body will be replaced with an incorruptible 
one.  1 Cor 15:53-55  For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put 
on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in 
victory.  "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" 

6. Because of our total redemption we should not grieve the Holy Spirit by a failure to forgive one 
another.  Eph 4:29-32  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.  And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  And 
be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

7. Redemption is reason to boast in the Lord.  1 Cor 1:30-31  But by His (God) doing you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, 
just as it is written, "Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord." 

 
Celebrityship of the Redeemer = 1:20 
 
For He was foreknown (PF Ps Ptc PROGINWSKW = having been foreknown + MEN = on the one hand; V17-
21 are one sentence in the Greek) before the foundation (KATABOL8 = a disorderly foundation as 
compared to THEMELIOS which means one that is carefully placed) of the world (KOSMOS), but (DE = on 
the other hand) has appeared (Aor Ps Ptc PHANEROW = having been manifested) in these last times 
(ESCHATOS + KRONOS = in a last of the times) for the sake of you (because of you) 
 

C.T. 1:20 = having been foreknown on the one hand before the disorderly foundation of the world, 
but on the other hand having been manifested in a last of the times because of you, 

 
Summary: 
1. The word “KATABOL8” translated “foundation” comes from two words meaning to “throw down,” 

thus it looks at a footing that has not been carefully placed, making a “disorderly foundation.”  
2. Since God finished His “works” before man fell, this disorderly foundation was not from Him.  Heb 

4:3  For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, "As I swore in My wrath, they shall not 
enter My rest," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

3. Therefore, this “disorderly foundation” looks at the fall of man upon which an entire system of 
works was built. 

4. The Father loved the Son before man fell.  John 17:24  "Father, I desire that they also, whom You 
have given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which You have given 
Me; for You did love Me before the foundation of the world. 

5. The Redeemer’s personal sacrifice was planned before the man fell.  1 Peter 1:20 
A. The Lamb’s book of life was written before the man fell.  Rev 13:8  And all who dwell on the 

earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.  Rev 17:8  "The beast that you saw was 
and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And those who 
dwell on the earth will wonder, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world, when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come. 

B. Believers were known, thus salvation was planned before the man fell.  Eph 1:3-4  Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
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C. God prepared a kingdom for His sheep before the man fell.  Matt 25:32-34  "And all the 

nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the 
goats on the left.  "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

D. Provision was made for conformity to the image of Jesus Christ, before the man fell. 
 Rom 8:28-30  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew (would 
become conformed to the image of His Son), He also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified. 

6. God’s plan was so perfect before the man fell that Jesus only needed to pay once for the fall of 
man.  Heb 9:24-26  For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; nor was it that He should offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood not his own.  Otherwise, He would 
have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the 
ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

7. Thus, Jesus Christ became the orderly foundation on which to build, one based on faith and 
grace.  1 Cor 3:10-12 (THEMELIOS)  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 
master builder I laid a (orderly) foundation (THEMELIOS), and another is building upon it. But let each 
man be careful how he builds upon it.  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 

8. The Redeemer was not only foreknown but manifested. 
A. Through His miracles.  John 2:11  This beginning of {His} signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 

and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.    
B. Through His message.  John 17:6  "I manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me 

out of the world; Yours they were, and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.    
C. Through His resurrection.  John 21:1  After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to 

the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested {Himself} in this way. 
9. As God Himself was manifested through His creation.  Rom 1:18-20  For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident 
to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 

10. That the Redeemer was manifested in the flesh is central to the Christian faith.  1 Tim 3:16  And by 
common confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated 
in the Spirit, beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

11. The Believer is to seek to have Christ formed inside them.  Col 1:25-27  Of this church I was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully carry 
out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

12. So that Jesus may again be manifested through them.  2 Cor 4:10  always carrying about in the body 
the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 

13. Then one of these days we will be manifested with Him in glory.   Col 3:4  When Christ, who is our 
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 

14. Jesus appeared during the last times of the Age of Israel. 
15. We are to be ready for His return.  1 Pet 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
A. Face the difficulties of sin.  2 Tim 3:1-5  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will 

come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 
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holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as 
these. 

B. Use your wealth honorably.  James 5:1-8  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your 
miseries which are coming upon you.  Your riches have rotted and your garments have become 
moth-eaten.  Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you 
and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure! 
Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, 
cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you 
have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to death the 
righteous man; he does not resist you.  Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it 
gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. 

C. Don’t be lulled to sleep.  2 Pet 3:3-6  Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will 
come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 
creation."  For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the 
world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 

D. Use this knowledge to be spiritually alert.  2 Pet 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, knowing 
this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you 
fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

 
Acceptance of the Redeemer = 1:21 
 
who through (DIA) Him (Christ) are believers in God (the only way to truly believe in God), who raised (Aor A 
Ptc EGEIRW) Him from the dead and gave Aor A Ptc DIDWMI) Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
(EIS) God. 
 

C.T. 1:21 = who through Him are believers in God who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory so that your faith and hope are in God.  

 
C.T. 1:17 - 21 =  And since you are addressing as Father the One who impartially judges according 
to each man’s work, turn upward in fear during the time of your sojourn, (18) knowing that you 
have not been redeemed with corruptible things like silver or gold from your futile manner of life 
inherited from your father, (19) but with precious blood as a lamb unblemished and unstained, the 
blood of Christ,  (20) having been foreknown on the one hand before the disorderly foundation of 
the world, but on the other hand having been manifested in a last of the times because of you, (21) 
who through Him are believers in God who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory so that 
your faith and hope are in God.  

 
Summary: 
1. The only way to truly believe in God is through Jesus Christ.  John 14:6 
2. He is the Solid Foundation on which to: 

A. Have hope completely in the grace which is being carried to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  1:13 

B. Become holy in every manner of life.  1:15 
C. Turn upward in fear during the time of your sojourn.  1:17 

3. He is the Solid Foundation because:  
A. He gave His very life for us.  1:18-19 

 B. He is the Manifestation of the plan of God.  1:20 
 C. God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory.  1:21 
4. The reason God raised Jesus was so that we could have our faith and hope in Him.  1:21 
5. Faith: 

A. Introduces us to true righteousness.  Rom 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes 
in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness, 
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B. Introduces us to grace.  Rom 5:1-2  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by 
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

C. Introduces us to hope.  Heb 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. 

D. Introduces us to love.  1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.   

E. Introduces us to life.  2 Cor 5:7  for we walk by faith, not by sight--  
F. Introduces us to one another.  Eph 4:12-13  for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs 
to the fulness of Christ. 

G. Introduces us to blessings.  Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

H. Protects us from Satan.  Eph 6:14-16  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. 

I. Gives us perspective in life.  Heb 12:1-2  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

6. Hope: 
A. Is grounded in Jesus Christ.  Eph 2:12  remember that you were at that time separate from 

Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. 

B. Is empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Is not seen.  Rom 8:24-25  For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; 
for why does one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

D. Requires testing so it can grow.  Rom 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

E. Requires enlightenment.  Eph 1:18-19  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, 
so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 
believe. These are in 

F. Requires defense.  1 Pet 3:14-15  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, 
you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as 
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

G. Must be held on to.  Heb 10:23-25  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to 
love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 

H. Leads to purity.  I Jn 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as 
yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall 
see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He 
is pure. 
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1 Peter 1:22-25 

Exhortations Concerning Salvation 
Love One Another 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 
The Objective = 1:22 
 
Since you have in obedience (HUPAKO8 = to hear under; obey) to the truth (AL8THEIA = found in the person 
of Jesus Christ, the One Peter has just described as the sacrifice for sins) purified (Pf A Ptc HAGNIDZW = 
used of ceremonial cleansing from defilement as in John 11:55 “Now the Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover, to purify themselves.”  The 
PF takes us to salvation, completed action with lasting results; differs from KATHARIDZW which means 
to remove impurities and looks at the process, which is the word used in 1 John 1:7,9.  This word looks at 
doing what is necessary to be cleansed.  For Phase 1 it refers to accepting Jesus as your savior.  Then 
the results are forever.) your souls (Read:  Having purified your souls by the obedience to the truth) for a 
sincere (ANUPOKRITOS = unhypocritical) love of the brethren (PHILADELPHIA = brotherly love), (4) fervently 
love (Aor A Imp AGAPAW + adv. EKTENWS = 1x; to stretch out; expand) one another (ALL8LOS = of the 
same kind) from the heart (EK + KARDIA = from the source of the heart), (Read: love one another in an 
expanded manner from the heart) 
 

C.T. 1:22 =  Having purified your souls by the obedience to the truth for an unhypocritical 
brotherly love, love one another in an expanded manner from the heart. 

 
SUMMARY: 
1. Salvation purifies and thus prepares our souls so that we can love one another without hypocrisy.  

(what ceremonial cleansing did) 
A. We constantly need to build on the foundation.  James 4:8  Draw near to God and He will 

draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify (AAImp) your hearts, you double-
minded.  

B. Which has our hope fixed on Him.  I Jn 3:3  And everyone who has this hope {fixed} on Him 
purifies (PAI) himself, just as He is pure.   

C. Even though we are “clean,” we may get soiled from time to time.  John 13:9-10  Simon 
Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head."  Jesus said to him, 
"He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean (katharos); and you are 
clean, but not all of you." 

D. We are made clean by the word of Jesus Christ.  John 15:1-4  "I am the true vine, and My 
Father is the vinedresser.  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every 
branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.  "You are already clean 
(katharos) because of the word which I have spoken to you.  "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide 
in Me. 

2. Obedience to the truth involves an unhypocritical love for God and one another. 
A. Jesus in the flesh learned what it meant to obey.  Heb 5:7-9  In the days of His flesh, He 

offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him 
from death, and He was heard because of His piety.  Although He was a Son, He learned 
obedience from the things which He suffered.  And having been made perfect, He became to all 
those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 

B. His obedience was displayed in His sacrifice.  Rom 5:19  For as through the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many 
will be made righteous.    

C. His obedience is essential to our salvation.  1 Pet 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
the elect sojourners of a dispersion throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. 
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according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, with reference to 
an obedience and a sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:  May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you! 

D. We are going to obey some standard, so why not choose the right standard?  Rom 6:16-18 
Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in 
righteousness? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from 
sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

E. Obeying God is an issue of faith.  Rom 1:5  through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about {the} obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, for His name's sake,  
Rom 16:25-27  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret 
for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience 
of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. 

F. Our obedience is at the foundation of experiential holiness.  1 Pet 1:14-16  As obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the 
Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, "You 
shall be holy, for I am holy." 

G. The gospel preached without proclaiming the importance of love in the Christian Life is 
incomplete when it comes to making disciples.  Rom 15:18-19  For I will not presume to 
speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience 
of the Gentiles by word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; 
so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of 
Christ. 

H. When our obedience is patterned after Christ’s, it impacts the Angelic Conflict.  2 Cor 10:3-
6  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are 
destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are 
taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all 
disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete. 

I. Our obedience to Christ will touch the lives of many.  Rom 16:19-20  For the report of your 
obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what 
is good, and innocent in what is evil.  And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

3. The Truth is found in the Person of Jesus Christ, so to “obey truth” means to “obey Christ.”  John 
14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but 
through Me.    
A. He is the Reality behind the principles.  John 1:14-17  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  John bore witness of Him, and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He 
who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'"  For of His fulness we 
have all received, and grace upon grace.  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
were realized through Jesus Christ. 

B. He is the Father’s Word in the flesh.  John 17:17  "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is 
truth.   

C. He is revealed by the Holy Spirit.  John 16:13-14  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, 
He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  "He shall glorify Me; for He shall take 
of Mine, and shall disclose it to you. 

D. His life is brought into us by the Spirit.  John 14:16-17  "And I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because 
He abides with you, and will be in you. 

E. He gives meaning to worship of the Father.  John 4:24  "God is spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth." 



 31
F. He is the One who sets us free from sin.  John 8:31-32  Jesus therefore was saying to those 

Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and 
you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

4. Our souls were cleaned so that we could love one another without hypocrisy. 
A. No love is to be hypocritical and we are to be devoted to loving the brethren.  Rom 12:9-10 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; 

B. We are to always seek to excel in this area.  1Thes 4:9-10  Now as to the love of the 
brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to 
love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. 
But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 

C. Four elements of loving the brethren are described by the writer of Hebrews.  Heb 13:1-6 
1 Let love of the brethren continue. 
2 (1) Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 

angels without knowing it. 
3 (2) Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, 

since you yourselves also are in the body. 
4 (3) Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for 

fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
5 (4) Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; 

for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you," 
6 so that we confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What shall man do 

to me?" 
D. Brotherly love is to be one of our two main goals.  2 Pet 1:5-7  Now for this very reason also, 

applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 
knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in 
your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly 
kindness, love. 

E. It is part of appreciating God’s grace and becoming His servant.  2 Cor 6:1-10 
1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain-- 
2 for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped 

you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation"-- 
3 giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited, 
4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in 

afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 
5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 
6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine 

(unhypocritical) love, 
7 in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right 

hand and the left, 
8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; 
9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to 

death, 
10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet 

possessing all things. 
F. The goal of Biblical instruction should be love and faith without hypocrisy.  1 Tim 1:5-7 

But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 
(unhypocritical) faith.  For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless 
discussion, wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what 
they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions. 

G. We should be witnesses to the next generation of a faith without hypocrisy.  2 Tim 1:5-7 
For I am mindful of the sincere (unhypocritical) faith within you, which first dwelt in your 
grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.  And for this 
reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands.  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 

H. True wisdom is without hypocrisy.  James 3:13-18  Who among you is wise and 
understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  But if 
you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against 
the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  
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For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, 
unwavering, without hypocrisy.  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace. 

5. The purity we received from Jesus Christ at salvation is to be carried over into other areas of life.  
Heb 10:21-22  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 
A. Blessing is promised for purifying our hearts.  Matt 5:8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they shall see God.   
B. Purity is to come from the inside-out.  Matt 23:25-26  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery 
and self-indulgence.  "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that 
the outside of it may become clean also. 

C. Purity is an issue of the soul.  Titus 1:15-16  To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who 
are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.  
They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, 
and worthless for any good deed. 

D. The purity we received is not to be used at the expense of others.  Rom 14:19-20  So then 
let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.  Do not tear 
down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the 
man who eats and gives offense. 

E. We should want our love to come from a pure heart.  1 Tim 1:5  But the goal of our instruction 
is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

F. We should associate with others who have that same desire.  2 Tim 2:22  Now flee from 
youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord 
from a pure heart. 

G. And have a pure system of good.  James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight 
of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 

6. Let us excel.  1 Cor 13 
 
The First Reason-New Creation = 1:23 
 
for (not in text) you have been born again (Pf Ps Ptc ANAGENNAW = 2x; saw in 1:3; born upward, having 
been born upward; related to “purified your souls”; the main verb is “love one another”; the two 
participles give us two reasons to love one another; because our souls have been purified at salvation 
and because we have been born again we should love one another) not (OUK) of seed which is perishable 
(word in 1:18; corruptible, subject to decay and contamination) but imperishable (not corruptible), that is, 
through the living (PAPTC ZAW) and enduring (PAPTC MENW = abide) word of God. 
 

C.T. 1:23 = having been born upward, not of seed which is corruptible, but incorruptible, that is, 
through the living and abiding word of God. 

 
The Second Reason-Together Forever = 1:24 
 
For,  (quotes Isaiah 40:6-7) 
"ALL FLESH IS LIKE (HWS = sets up analogy) GRASS,  
AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS.  
THE GRASS WITHERS (Aor Ps Ind Z8RAINW),  
AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF (Aor A Ind EKPIPTW), 
 

C.T. 1:24 =  For, “All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass 
withers, and the flower falls off, 
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Continued = 1:25 
 
BUT THE WORD (RH8MA = spoken word) OF THE LORD  
ENDURES (PAI MENW) FOREVER (into the ages)."  
 
And this is the word (RH8MA) which was preached (Aor Ps Ind EUAGGELIDZW = to preach as good news) to 
you.  
 

C.T. 1:25 =  But the spoken word of the Lord, abides into the ages.  And this is the spoken word 
which was preached to you. 

 
Summary: 
1. Since we are born anew of incorruptible seed, this new life can never die, and we are eternally 

secure because of the incorruptible God.  1 Tim 1:17  (only God can produce incorruptible seed) 
Now to the King eternal, immortal (incorruptible), invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

2. The Living Word is Jesus Christ Himself.  John 1:1 
3. The Abiding Word would be the words Jesus revealed through the Holy Spirit, that are heard and 

believed.  John 5:37-38  "And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. You have neither 
heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.  "And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you 
do not believe Him whom He sent. 
A. Jesus’ Words that are believed is the foundation for understanding the truth.  John 8:31-32 

Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then 
you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

B. Jesus’ Words that are believed are the foundation of prayer.  John 15:7  "If you abide in Me, 
and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 

4. The Living Word provided the salvation and the Word believed became Abiding so as to cause the 
new birth. 

5. The flesh is born of corruptible seed and like grass can wither. 
6. But that which has been spoken by the Lord will never wither. 

A. Failure to continue our faith in Jesus Christ causes us to wither.  John 15:5-9  "I am the 
vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from 
Me you can do nothing.  "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and 
dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  "If you abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.  "By this is 
My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  "Just as the Father 
has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 

B. The failure of a nation to have faith in Jesus Christ can cause it to wither quickly.  Matt 
21:19-22  And seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it, and found nothing on it except 
leaves only; and He said to it, "No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you." And at once the 
fig tree withered.  And seeing this, the disciples marveled, saying, "How did the fig tree wither at 
once?"  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, if you have faith, and do not 
doubt, you shall not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 
'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it shall happen.  "And all things you ask in prayer, believing, 
you shall receive." 

C. Pressures of life can cause our faith to wither.  Matt 13:3-9  And He spoke many things to 
them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell 
beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up.  "And others fell upon the rocky places, 
where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth 
of soil.  "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 
withered away.  "And others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them 
out.  "And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and 
some thirty.  "He who has ears, let him hear." 

D. Demon oppression can cause a person to “wither.”  Mark 9:17-18  And one of the crowd 
answered Him, "Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute; 
and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds 
his teeth, and stiffens out. And I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it." 

E. The pursuit of wealth can cause a person to wither.  James 1:9-11  But let the brother of 
humble circumstances glory in his high position; and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, 
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because like flowering grass he will pass away.  For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and 
withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too 
the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away. 

F. God can heal the withering.  Mark 3:1-6  And He entered again into a synagogue; and a man 
was there with a withered hand.  And they were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the 
Sabbath, in order that they might accuse Him.  And He said to the man with the withered hand, 
"Rise and come forward!"  And He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 
harm, to save a life or to kill?" But they kept silent.  And after looking around at them with anger, 
grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched 
it out, and his hand was restored.  And the Pharisees went out and immediately began taking 
counsel with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.  Mark 5:25-29  And a 
woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and had endured much at the hands of 
many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather had grown 
worse, after hearing about Jesus, came up in the crowd behind Him, and touched His cloak.  For 
she thought, "If I just touch His garments, I shall get well."  And immediately the flow of her blood 
was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. 

7. The Lord’s word does not wither or fall off. 
A. A person who has forgotten about grace will “fall off” and not “flower” anymore (produce 

fruit).  Gal 5:4  You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; 
you have fallen from grace. 

B. A person who fails to be on guard can also fall.  2 Pet 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, 
knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled 
men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

8. God’s spoken word will come to pass.   Luke 1:36-38  "And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has 
also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.  "For 
nothing (no spoken word) will be impossible with God."  And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the 
Lord; be it done to me according to your (spoken) word." And the angel departed from her. 
A. So we should dine and live on it.  Matt 4:4  But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall 

not live on bread alone, but on every (spoken) word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'" 
B. It guaranteed Christ’s resurrection.  Luke 24:6-8  "He is not here, but He has risen. 

Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again."  And they 
remembered His (spoken) words, 

C. It was the center of His message.  John 12:46-50  "I have come as light into the world, that 
everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.  "And if anyone hears My (spoken) 
sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to 
save the world.  "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My (spoken)sayings, has one who 
judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.  "For I did not speak on My 
own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and 
what to speak.  "And I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I 
speak just as the Father has told Me." 

D. It is the sword of the Spirit.  Eph 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the (spoken) word of God. 
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1 Peter 2:1-10 

Exhortations Concerning Salvation 
Grow 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
 
Prerequisites to Growth = 2:1  (Preparation) 
 
Therefore (OUN = as a result of the new birth from incorruptible seed and a desire to love one another in 
an expanded manner), putting aside (Aor Mid Ptc.  APOTITH8MI = to place away, Middle looks at a decision 
to do so; trans: having put aside) all (PAS = refers to every kind of…) malice (KAKIA = 11x; means bad in 
quality) and all deceit (DOLOS = 12x; 1 Pet 2:22; 3:10; originally denoted bait for fish; laying plans to 
ensnare people by deceit; translate:  deceit) and hypocrisy (Pl. HUPOKRISIS = hypocrisies) and envy (Pl. 
PHTHONOS = envies; wanting what another has) and all slander (“all” is with this word too; Pl. 
KATALALIA = a speaking down or against; slanders,  
 

C.T. 2:1 = Therefore, having put aside all malice and all deceit, and hypocrisies and envies and all 
slanders, 
 

Desire for the Word so as to Grow = 2:2  (Pursuit) 
 
like (HWS = analogy; but how all Believers are to approach the Word) newborn babies (Pl. ARTIGENN8TOS 
= 1x; lit:  born now, very recent, total dependent for nourishment, protection, care; they are dependent, 
hungry and consistent), long for (Aor Act Imp EPIPOTHEW = 9x; a desire upon a desire; Aor applies to all 
of the Christian life; a command and exhortation; trans:  consistently desire) the pure milk (ADOLOS = 
wiyout deceit + GALA = milk) of the word (LOGIKOS = 2x; of or pertaining to logos; Rom 12:1 is other use 
where they translated it as “spiritual”; should be:  your wordly priestly service), so that by it (the word) you 
may grow (Aor Ps Subj AUXANW = 22x; to grow, increase; Ps says “be caused to grow or increased”) in 
respect to salvation (EIS = into + SWTERIA = deliverance; idiom, with respect to salvation), 
 

C.T. 2:2 = like newborn babies, consistently desire the undeceitful milk of the word, so that by it 
you may be caused to grow with respect to salvation. 

 
Begin at the Beginning = 2:3  (Praise) 
 
if (1st class = since) you have tasted (Aor Mid Ind GEUOMAI = you yourselves have tasted) the kindness 
(CHR8STOS = goodness in quality and action + Predicate Nom. HO KURIOS = that goodness is the Lord) 
of the Lord. 
 

 C.T. 2:3 = since you yourselves have tasted that goodness is the Lord. 
 
Summary: 
1. All Believers, no matter their level of growth are to approach God’s word in total dependence, 

seeking nourishment. 
A. Babies don’t have to put any of those deeds of the flesh aside they just have to accept the 

grace and partake of it. 
B. Spiritual babies need to do the same-accept the grace and partake of it.  1 Cor 3:1-7 

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in 
Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, 
even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?  For when one says, "I 
am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not mere men?  What then is Apollos? And 
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what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each 
one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who 
plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 

C. As we grow we should come to partake of “solid” food which involves issues of 
righteousness.  Heb 5:12-14  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need 
again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have 
come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not 
accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is for the mature, who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

D. But even when one comes to partake of solid food, it should not negate the acceptance 
and pursuit of God’s grace. 

 2. Before we partake we should lay aside any hidden agendas. 
  (a newborn doesn’t know any better-but we should not stay that way) 

A. Lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Rom 13:11-14  And this do, 
knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is 
nearer to us than when we believed.  The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us 
therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly 
as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in 
strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in 
regard to its lusts. 

B. Lay aside falsehood and speak truth.  Eph 4:25  Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak 
truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 

C. Lay aside the old self and put on the new self.  Col 3:5-10  Therefore consider the members 
of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which 
amounts to idolatry.  For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, and in 
them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  But now you also, put them all aside: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, 
since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being 
renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.  Eph 4:21-24 
if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in 
reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in 
accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on 
the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth. 

D. Lay aside that which adversely affects our “race” and run.  Heb 12:1-2  Therefore, since we 
have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and 
the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

E. Lay aside wickedness and become humble.  James 1:19-22  This you know, my beloved 
brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of 
man does not achieve the righteousness of God.  Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all 
that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your 
souls.  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 

 F. Lay aside: 
  1). Malice, referring to inherently evil things. 
  2). Deceit, referring to lies to anyone, including the mental. 
  3). Hypocrisy, referring to acts that we do. 
  4). Envy, referring to desiring what someone else has. 
  5). Slander, referring to lying about others. 

G. We should want to lay all these things aside so that we are not like unbelievers.  Rom 1:28-
32  And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, 
wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
wiyout understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and, alyough they know the ordinance 
of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but 
also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 

3. God’s Word is not deceitful.  1 Pet 2:22  who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 
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4. So, Grow. 

A. In your knowledge of God.  Col 1:9-10  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we 
have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 
please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; 

B. In your connection to Christ.  Eph 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 
into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together 
by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes 
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

C. In grace and knowledge of our Lord.  2 Pet 3:18  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

D. In your righteousness.  2 Cor 9:10-11  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God. 

E. As part of the Universal Church.  Eph 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom 
the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you 
also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

 
Approaching the Lord = 2:4 
 
And (not in text) coming (Pres Mid Ptc PROSERCHOMAI = come before the face of; part of the same 
sentence; contemporaneous with “tasted”) to Him (the Lord) as to (not there) a living stone (LITHOS = a 
fashioned stone; compared to Petra meaning a large rock and Petros meaning a small one; here refers to 
the humanity of Christ which was fashioned) which has been rejected (Pf Ps Ptc APODOKIMADZW = 9x; 
only 1x not used in reference to Jesus Christ; means to reject as a result of examination; “a testing away 
from” as was frequently done by the Pharisees; PF means rejected with results that go on forever; Ps 
means he received it) by men, but is choice (EKLEKTOS = elect, chosen) and (not in text-emotional Peter is 
leaving out extra words-preaching with power) precious (ENTIMOS = in honor) in the sight of God (PARA + 
THEOS = beside God), 
 

C.T. 2:4= coming to Him, a living fashioned stone, having been rejected by men but elect, 
precious before God.  

 
Growth in the Body = 2:5 
 
you also, as living stones (LITHOS = fashioned stones; learning obedience as Jesus did), are being built up 
(2 Pl = you all + Pres Ps Ind OIKODOMEW = an ongoing process; to be built into a house) as a spiritual 
house (PNEUMATIKOS + OIKOS = a spiritual house; notice the singular; all being built into one house; 
Peter is addressing the believers located in five different provinces, not just the pastors or a special 
group within the church; this is referencing the Universal Church) for a holy priesthood (HAGIOS + 
HIERATEUMA = priesthood), to offer up (Aor Act Inf. Of purpose ANAPHERW = to carry up, offer) spiritual 
(PNEUMATIKOS) sacrifices (THUSIA in plural) acceptable (adj. EUPROSDEKTOS = should precede 
“spiritual sacrifices”; means to “bring good before the face of”) to God through (DIA) Jesus Christ. 
 

C.T. 2:5 = you also, as living fashioned stones are being built up, a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood to offer up acceptable spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. Growth involves: 
 A. Putting aside sins that hold us back.  V1 
 B. Longing for God’s word.  V2 
 C. Building on our salvation.  V3 
 D. Approaching the Lord.  V4 
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 E. Realizing our position and mission.  V5 
2. Coming to Him involves recognizing what fashioned His humanity. 

A. He was rejected by those who should have accepted Him.  Rom 9:30-33  What shall we say 
then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the 
righteousness which is by faith; but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that 
law.  Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as yough it were by works. They stumbled 
over the stumbling stone, just as it is written, "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed." 

B. He functioned as The Chosen One.  Col 3:12-17  And so, as those who have been chosen of 
God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on 
love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 
you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

C. But He was held in honor by His Father, because He was a servant to the Plan.  Phil 2:29-
30  Therefore receive him in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because 
he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in 
your service to me. 

3. The Universal Church is being fashioned in much the same way. 
A. We, the stones, are being chiseled to be useful in the living “building” known as the 

Church. 
B. We are becoming a house functioning in the Holy Spirit.   

Eph 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into 
a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

C. This house is a house of priests. 
D. As priests we are called to make acceptable spiritual sacrifices. 

4. Jesus Christ is the Rock upon which the Church is built.  Matt 16:18  "And I also say to you that you 
are Peter (Petros - little rock), and upon this rock (Petra - big rock) I will build My church; and the gates 
of Hades shall not overpower it. 

5. The Church is to be built up in love.  1 Cor 8:1-3  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know 
that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  If anyone supposes that he 
knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; but if anyone loves God, he is known by Him. 
A. We are to expected to build up one another in preparation for the Rapture.  1Thes 5:9-11 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.  Therefore 
encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

B. We are expected to use our freedom to build up our neighbor.  1 Cor 10:23-24  All things are 
lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one 
seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.  Rom 15:1-3  Now we who are strong ought to bear 
the weaknesses of those wiyout strength and not just please ourselves.  Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification.  For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 
written, "The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me." 

C. We are to pursue the edification of one another.  Rom 14:19  So then let us pursue the things 
which make for peace and the building up of one another. 

D. We are given spiritual gifts with which to build up one another in love.  Eph 4:11-16  And 
He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 
the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.  As a 
result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from 
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according 
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to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of 
itself in love. 

E. Our words are a major tool.  Eph 4:29  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, 
but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may 
give grace to those who hear. 

6. Spirituality involves: 
 A. Gifts.  Rom 1:11; 1 Cor 12:1 
 B. Youghts and Words.  1 Cor 2:10-16 
 C. A new creation.  1 Cor 15:44-46 
 D. Songs.  Eph 5:19; Col 3:16 
 E. Wisdom and Understanding.  Col 1:9 

F. Fulfilling the Law of Christ.  Gal 6:1-5  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest 
you too be tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But let each one examine his 
own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard 
to another.  For each one shall bear his own load. 

 G. A relationship with other “stones” in the house.  1 Pet 2:5 
 H. Sacrifice.  1 Pet 2:5 
7. The sacrifices we offer include: 

A. Our Person.  Rom 12:1-2  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

B. Our Walk.  Eph 5:1-2 (in love)  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 
love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
as a fragrant aroma. 

C. Our Participation.  Phil 4:15-18 (in the needs of the saints)  And you yourselves also know, 
Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed from Macedonia, no church 
shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you 
sent a gift more than once for my needs.  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit 
which increases to your account.  But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; 
I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, 
an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 

D. Our Praise.  Heb 13:15  Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.   

E. Our Fellowship.  Heb 13:16  And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased. 

8. The acceptability of our sacrifice is based on what we have, not on what we do not.  2 Cor 8:9-12 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that yough He was rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  And I give my opinion in this matter, for this is to 
your advantage, who were the first to begin a year ago not only to do this, but also to desire to do it.  But 
now finish doing it also; that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also the 
completion of it by your ability.  For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a man 
has, not according to what he does not have. 

 
The Cornerstone of Growth = 2:6 
 
For (DIOTI = through this, because; explains why He is the “living stone” and Believers are to continue to 
trust Him) this is contained (PAI PERIECHW = 3x; to have around, therefore encompass, enclose, 
contained; indicates there is scripture on both sides thus the context must be noted) in Scripture:  

"BEHOLD (Aor Mid Imp HORAW = means to take a good look, pay attention to detail, initially a 
command to Israel, now an exhortation to the Church), I LAY (PAI TITH8MI = futuristic Present 
Tense from the time of writing; quotes the LXX, Isa 28:16; I am going to lay) IN ZION (the hill on 
which the most ancient part of Jerusalem was founded, looks at their sanctified headquarters) A 
CHOICE STONE (EKLEKTOS = elect + LITHOS = fashioned stone), A PRECIOUS (ENTIMOS = in 
honor, precious) CORNER stone (AKROGWNAIOS = 2x; Eph 2:20, means literally the “highest” in 
the sense of “truest” angle; that which determines all other angles), AND HE WHO BELIEVES (d.a. 
+ PAPTC PISTEUW = the one who keeps on believing; the context is “living stones” that are being 
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built up, thus we are speaking of the ongoing faith of Believers) IN (EPI = upon) HIM WILL NOT BE 
DISAPPOINTED (OU + M8 + Aor Ps Subj KATAISCHUNW = 13x; an emphatic negative for a future 
point of time; this word means to be ashamed; normal English usage focuses on guilt while the 
Greek and Hebrew focus on a realization of what could have been; more disappointment and 
embarrassment)." 
 
C.T. 2:6 = Because it is contained in scripture, “Behold, I am going to lay in Zion an elect  
fashioned stone, A precious Cornerstone, And the one who keeps on believing upon Him shall 
not be ashamed. 

 
The Issue of Growth = 2:7 
 
This precious value, then, is for you who believe (Lit: To you, therefore, the ones believing, is the honor); but 
for those who disbelieve (d.a. + Pres Ptc APISTEUW = to the ones not believing; those who do not continue 
their faith in Christ have the opportunity to repent),  

"THE STONE (LITHOS = fashioned stone) WHICH THE BUILDERS (d.a. + Pres Ptc OIKODOMEW = 
house builders) REJECTED (Aor Act Ind APODOKIMADZW = cf 2:4; reject as a result of 
examination and disapproval; occurred at the First Advent by the spiritual leaders of Israel), THIS 
BECAME (Aor Act Ind GINOMAI = this fashioned stone became) THE VERY CORNER stone (Lit: 
into a head of a corner)," 

 
 C.T. 2:7 = To you, therefore, the ones believing, is the honor; but to the ones not believing,  

             “The fashioned stone which the builders rejected became a head of a corner,” 
 
The Pitfall of Growth = 2:8 
 
and,  

"A STONE (LITHOS = fashioned stone; quotes Isa 8:14) OF STUMBLING (PROSKOMMA = 
emphasis on the results of stumbling; 6x; something one may strike against and trip over) AND A 
ROCK (PETRA = a large uncut rock) OF OFFENSE (SKANDALON = the trigger of a trap, a snare)";  
for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word (d.a. + PAI PROSKOPTW = to cut before the 
face of; stumble + Pres Act Ptc APEITHEW = goes with d.a.; the ones disobedient to the word 
stumble), and to this doom (“doom” not in text, says: and to this referring to stumbling; not to 
eternal condemnation)  they were also appointed (Aor Ps Ind TITH8MI = they were placed). 

 
  C.T. 2:8 = and, “A fashioned stone of stumbling and a large uncut rock of offense;” 

 for the ones disobedient to the word stumble, and to this (stumbling) they were placed. 
 
Review: 2:6-8 

C.T. 2:6 = Because it is contained in scripture, “Behold, I am going to lay in Zion an elect 
fashioned stone, A precious Cornerstone, And the one who keeps on believing upon Him  
shall not be ashamed. 

 
 C.T. 2:7 = To you, therefore, the ones believing, is the honor; but for the ones not believing,  
 “The fashioned stone which the builders rejected became a head of a corner,” 

  
 C.T. 2:8 = and, “A fashioned stone of stumbling and a large uncut rock of offense;” 
 for the ones disobedient to the word stumble, and to this (stumbling) they were placed. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter is writing to Christians about continuing in the faith. 
 (He is taking a salvation issue and applying it to the Christian Life) 
2. As “growing living stones” we are to continue to believe the One who was rejected by His people. 
3. This building is to grow both quantitatively and qualitatively. 
4. Ongoing faith receives honor from God and others who believe. 
 Cf Rev 2-3 
5. Those who lose their faith must look again to the author of their salvation who was rejected by His 

countrymen in fulfillment of prophecy. 
6. Should a saved person want to be classified with unbelievers? 
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7. The truth is that Jesus is the issue.  John 14:6 
8. Jesus is the measure of the building.  Eph 2:19-22  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being 
built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

9. He was chosen and fashioned in His humanity.   Heb 5:7-9  In the days of His flesh, He offered up 
both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He 
was heard because of His piety.  Alyough He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered.  And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal 
salvation, 

10. He knew that those He loved would reject Him.  Matt 21:42 (where Jesus quotes this verse) 
11. People at the First Advent were faced with the issue of acceptance of Jesus Christ or stumbling 

over Him, just as the unbeliever is today.  
12. Believers are still faced with the same issue.   
13. Jesus did not want anyone to stumble over Him but rather to accept Him, for their eternal 

salvation and their new life. 
14. Our calling is to present Him to others.  V9 
15. We must beware of presenting false issues to others.  Matt 18:7  "Woe to the world because of its 

stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom 
the stumbling block comes!  Rom 14:1  Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather 
determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way  1 Cor 8:9  But take care 
lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 

16. The only way to avoid stumbling is to walk in the light.  John 11:9-10  Jesus answered, "Are there 
not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light 
of this world.  "But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him." 

17. To avoid shame and disappointment: 
A. Learn to accept the “foolish things” of God.  1 Cor 1:26-29  For consider your calling, 

brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 
but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world 
and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that 
are, that no man should boast before God. 

B. Abide in Christ.  I John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

C. Learn to accept your tribulations.  Rom 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God 
has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

D. Keep your promises.  2 Cor 9:3-4  But I have sent the brethren, that our boasting about you 
may not be made empty in this case, that, as I was saying, you may be prepared; lest if any 
Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to speak of you) should be put to 
shame by this confidence. 

 
Our Position and Mission = 2:9 
 
But (DE = in contrast to those who do not believe) you are A CHOSEN RACE (EKLEKTOS + GENOS = an 
elect race; used of Israel in Deut 10:15 and Isa 43:20; refers to those of the spiritual seed of Abraham; not 
to be just based on position but function), A royal PRIESTHOOD (BASILEIOS = 1x; royal + HIERATEUMA = 
2x; cf 2:5; priesthood promised to Israel in Isa 61:6; 66:21), A HOLY NATION (HAGIOS + ETHNOS = 
originally used of national Israel; Ex 19:6; Deut 7:6; the recipients of this epistle were scattered far north 
of Palestine, so Peter is speaking of spiritual Israel), A PEOPLE (LAOS = an unorganized assembly) FOR 
God's OWN POSSESSION (Lit: for God’s possession; “God” picked up from next verse; God’s desire, 
clearly stated in Titus 2:14), so that (HOPWS = conjunction of purpose) you may proclaim (Aor Act Subj 
EXAGGELLW = proclaim from a source) the excellencies (ARET8 = 5x; intrinsic imminence; virtues) of Him 
who has called you out of (EK) darkness into His marvelous light (THAUMASTOS = marvelous, wonderful, awe 
inspiring); 
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C.T. 2:9 = But, you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 
possession, so that you may proclaim the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.  

 
Two Gifts on which to Base our Growth = 2:10 
 
for you once were NOT A PEOPLE (LAOS = not recognizable), but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you 
had NOT RECEIVED MERCY (d.a. + OUK + Pf Ps Ptc ELEEW = the Perfect tense takes us to the time 
before salvation), but now you have RECEIVED MERCY (Aor Ps Ptc ELEEW = something new). 
 

C.T. 2:10 = for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had 
NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

 
Summary: 
1. When we believe in Christ we join a new group of people that came into being after the First 

Advent. 
2. Among other things we are: 
 A. A new race of people, since we are a new creation. 

B. A Royal Priesthood since we are now in Christ who is both King and Priest. 
C. A Holy Nation, set apart under the authority of God. 
D. A Possession of God in different parts of the earth. 

3. Through their disobedience, national Israel lost the privilege of proclaiming the Messiah.  Hosea 
2:23  "And I will sow her for myself in the land. I will also have compassion on her who had not obtained 
compassion, and I will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And they will say, 'You 
art my God!'" 

4. This loss, however, is only temporary because of the Abrahamic Covenant, so one day they will 
be spiritually restored and receive all the blessings promised.  Hosea 1:9-11  And the LORD said, 
"Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your God."  Yet the number of the sons of 
Israel Will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and it will come about 
that, in the place where it is said to them, "You are not My people," it will be said to them, "you are the 
sons of the living God."  And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, and they 
will appoint for themselves one leader, and they will go up from the land, for great will be the day of 
Jezreel. 

5. Jesus told Israel that this would happen because of their rejection of Him.  Matthew 21:33-46 
6. We are called to proclaim Him, not just to parade our gifts: 

A. We are called to think about what is virtuous.  Phil 4:6-8  Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence 
and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 

B. We are called to be virtuous.  2 Pet 1:2-7  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us 
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by 
His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in 
your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 

7. We are called to carry the Light. 
A. Jesus is the Light.  John 1:4-9  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  There came a man, sent from 
God, whose name was John.  He came for a witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that 
all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the 
light.  There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 

B. We must come to the Light to receive eternal life.  John 3:18-21  "He who believes in Him is 
not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into 
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the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  "For 
everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed.  "But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested 
as having been wrought in God." 

C. We must follow the Light to have guidance in our life.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

D. Following the Light involves ongoing faith in the Lord.  John 12:44-46  And Jesus cried out 
and said, "He who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but in Him who sent Me.  "And he who 
beholds Me beholds the One who sent Me.  "I have come as light into the world, that everyone 
who believes in Me may not remain in darkness. 

E. That ongoing faith puts on love which is spiritual armor.  Rom 13:10-14  Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  And this do, knowing the time, 
that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than 
when we believed.  The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

F. Walking in the Light is necessary for cleansing from all sin.  I John 1:5-7  And this is the 
message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no 
darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

G. Walking in the Light learns to love others.  I John 2:8-10  On the other hand, I am writing a 
new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
away, and the true light is already shining.  The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his 
brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there 
is no cause for stumbling in him. 

H. Walking in the true Light lets one distinguish the counterfeits.  2 Cor 11:13-15  For such 
men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his 
servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to 
their deeds. 
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1 Peter 2:11-12 

Exhortations Concerning our Witness 
Have Character 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
  
The War = 2:11  (Application of V9) 
 
Beloved (one who is loved by God and Peter), I urge you (PAI PARAKALEW = am exhorting) as aliens (HWS 
= spiritual analogy; PAROIKOS = alongside a house/dwelling; 4x; used of Abraham’s offspring in Egypt 
{Acts 7:6}; of Moses in Midian {Acts 7:29}; and of Gentiles who are no longer of a different race, i.e. 
unsaved in Eph 2:19; Peter is using it here to describe temporary residents of the world) and strangers 
(PAREPID8MOS = sojourner cf 1:1; emphasis on our transitory nature) to abstain (P A Inf APECHW = have 
away from; abstain; Present Tense is gnomic) from fleshly lusts (EPITHUMIA = anger upon; translated 
“lust” looks at strong emotions piled one upon another; to some degree lusts are a result of anger to 
people, places, things, events or God; unfulfilled expectations + SARKIKOS = of or pertaining to the flesh) 
which wage war (PMI STRATEUW = 7x; an ongoing battle between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the OSN) 
against the soul. (comma not period) 
 

C.T. 2:11 = Beloved, I urge you as aliens and sojourners to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage 
war against the soul, 

 
Summary: 
1. We are beloved because of our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
2. Who is “The Beloved.”  Mark 1:11  and a voice came out of the heavens: "You art My beloved Son, in 

Thee I am well-pleased." 
3. As aliens and sojourners we are not expected to be “natives.” 
4. In fact, we will often be held in contempt by the “natives.” 
5. At salvation we become distinct through our position in Christ, but are expected to become 

distinct through our experience in Christ. 
6. We are expected to become like our Father.  Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

7. Therefore, there are certain things we should abstain from.   
A. Teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.  Mark 7:5-9  And the Pharisees and the scribes 

asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their 
bread with impure hands?"  And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 
as it is written, 'This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.  'But in 
vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'  "Neglecting the 
commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men."  He was also saying to them, "You nicely 
set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 

B. Letting our freedom be a stumbling block to others.  Acts 15:20  but that we write to them 
that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is 
strangled and from blood. 

C. Sexual immorality.  1Thes 4:1-5  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord 
Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just 
as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.  For you know what commandments we 
gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, 
that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 
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D. Every type of evil.  1Thes 5:21-22  But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is 

good; abstain from every form of evil. 
E. False abstinence.  1 Tim 4:1-3  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall 

away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid 
marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in 
by those who believe and know the truth. 

8. We are involved in a war with the soul being the prize.  2 Cor 10:3-5  For yough we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 
powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every yought captive to the obedience of Christ, 
A. It is a battle both from within and wiyout.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of quarrels and 

conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust 
and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  Rom 7:22-23  For I joyfully concur with the 
law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war 
against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 

B. To win, we must disentangle from the world.   2 Tim 2:3-4  Suffer hardship with me, as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday 
life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 

C. We are to fight a good fight.  1 Tim 1:18-19  This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, 
in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight 
the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered 
shipwreck in regard to their faith. 

 
C.T. 2:11 = Beloved, I urge you as aliens and sojourners to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage 
war against the soul, 

 
The Battle = 2:12 
 
Keep (Pres Act Ptc ECHW = having/keeping; not an Imperative but a continuance of the exhortation) your 
behavior (ANASTROPH8 = cf 1:15,18; manner of life, behavior) excellent (KALOS = intrinsically good, 
excellent) among the Gentiles (ETHNOS = nations; used for unbelievers), so that in the thing in which they 
slander you (PAI KATALALEW = to babble against, present attack on the recipients) as evildoers 
(KAKOPOIOS = 3X; to do inherent evil) , they may because of your good deeds (KALOS ERGOS), as they 
observe them (Pres Act Ptc EPOPTEUW = 2x; cf 3:2; to observe as an eyewitness; reference to overt 
behavior), glorify (Aor Act Subj DOXADZW = cause to glorify) God in the day of visitation (EPISKOP8 = 
looking over, inspection). 
 

C.T. 2:12= keeping your behavior good among the nations, so that in the thing in which they are 
slandering you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify 
God in the day of inspection. 

 
Summary: 
1. Part of winning the war is living a life of integrity. 
2. Even when being slandered. 
3. We do not want to become like the world.  1 Pet 4:15  By no means let any of you suffer as a 

murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 
4. Slandering our neighbor is worldly.  James 4:11-12  Do not speak against one another, brethren. He 

who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if 
you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.  There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, 
the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

5. If people are going to babble against us, let them do it because of our love and service to the 
Lord. 

6. Through it all we should be concerned for the soul of our neighbor, seeking his salvation.  
(Winning the war is the war against loving God and our neighbor) 
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7. Evil is overcome by good.  Rom 12:17-21  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right 

in the sight of all men.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Never take your 
own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay," says the Lord.  "But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in 
so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

8. Are we the Lord’s bondservant?  2 Tim 2:24-26  And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome 
(fight, wage war), but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting 
those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the 
truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will. 

9. Let us Glorify God with one voice.  Rom 15:5-7  Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; that with 
one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, 
accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

 
FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 
(Pray all the way) 
1. Realize there is a battle.  Rev 12:7-9 
2. Realize the stakes.  1 Pet 2:11 
3. Identify the enemy.  Eph 6:12 
4. Lay aside things which hinder your participation.  Col 3:1-11 
5. Put on the armor that is needed.  Eph 6:13-17 
6. Pick up the weapons needed for the battle.  2 Cor 10:3-5 
7. Seize the objective.  Mark 12:29-31 
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1 Peter 2:13-17  

Exhortations Concerning our Witness 
Honor Authority 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 
Submit to Higher Authorities = 2:13 
 
Submit yourselves (Aor Mid Imp HUPOTASSW = to arrange yourself in order under… authority; this is the 
main verb of the section through verse 16) for the Lord's sake (lit: through the Lord) to every human 
institution (ANTHRWPIN8S = human + KTISIS = creation, institution; only use of this word for things 
designed by man), whether to a king as the one in authority (Pres Ptc HUPERECHW = having over, whereas 
we “stand under”),  
 

C.T. 2:13 = Submit yourselves through the Lord to every human institution whether to a king as 
the one in authority, 

 
Submit to Lower Authorities = 2:14 
 
or to governors as sent by him (the king) for the punishment of evildoers (EKDIK8SIS = a judgment “out of”; 
thus the execution of that judgment + KAKOPOIOS = doer of inherent evil) and the praise (EPAINOS = a 
tale, narration + upon; to say good things about) of those who do right (AGATHOPOIEW = do that which 
becomes good).  

 
C.T. 2:14 = or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those 
who do good. 

 
Summary: 
1. All punishment, which is vengeance, belongs to the Lord.  Rom 12:18-21  If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, be at peace with all men.  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance (punishment) is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  "But if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals 
upon his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

2. Therefore, willful sin by anyone does not go unnoticed.  Heb 10:26-31  For if we go on sinning 
willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 
certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.  
Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies wiyout mercy on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.  How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the 
Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
insulted the Spirit of grace?  For we know Him who said, "Vengeance (punishment) is Mine, I will repay." 
And again, "The Lord will judge His people."  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

3. God established authorities to administer His justice and carry out the necessary punishment 
(vengeance). 

4. Punishment inherently infers that there has been a law and a violation. 
5. The type of laws and punishments that governments should be concerned about are those that 

deal with inherent evil.  (KAKOPOIOS) 
6. Yet we are told to submit to all governing authorities.  Rom 13:1-4  Let every person be in 

subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God.  Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they 
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who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  For rulers are not a cause of fear for 
good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it 
does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one 
who practices evil. 

7. This means to render to all what is due them.  Rom 13:5-8  Wherefore it is necessary to be in 
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake.  For because of this you also pay 
taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing.  Render to all what is due 
them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.  Owe 
nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 

8. The word “submit” (HUPOTASSO) means to “arrange oneself in order under the authority.” 
9. Jesus Christ is the supreme authority under which we must arrange ourselves.  1 Pet 3:22  who is 

at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been 
subjected to Him. 

10. The Lord has the power to submit all things to Himself, yet He has left mankind the choice.  Phil 
3:20-21  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the 
exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

11. Submission begins with orientation to and acceptance of the righteousness of God.  Rom 10:1-4 
Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.  For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about God's 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness 
of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

12. Submission continues through orientation to and appreciation of God’s grace, leading to humility.   
James 4:6-10  But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble."  Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.  Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to 
gloom.  Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

13. Areas of Submission: 
A. All To Christ As His Bride.  Eph 5:24 
B. All To Governing Authorities.  1 Pet 2:13-14 
C. Wives To Husbands.  Eph 5:22-24  Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  

For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself 
being the Savior of the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to 
be to their husbands in everything.  (Gentlemen:  if you don’t show them submission to 
Christ in your own life, how will they know what it means?)  1 Pet 3:1  In the same way, you 
wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the 
word, they may be won wiyout a word by the behavior of their wives, 1 Pet 3:5  For in this way in 
former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being 
submissive to their own husbands. 

D. To Devoted Ministers.  1 Cor 16:15-16  Now I urge you, brethren (you know the household of 
Stephanas, that they were the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves for 
ministry to the saints), that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helps in 
the work and labors. 

E. To One Another.  Eph 5:18-21  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 
filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of 
Christ. 

F. To Elders.  1 Pet 5:5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, 
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble. 

G. To Employers.  1 Pet 2:18  Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only 
to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  
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The Reason = 2:15 
 
For such is (PAI EIMI) the will (THEL8MA = ) of God that by doing right (Pres Ptc AGATHOPOIEW) you may 
silence (Pres Act Inf PHIMOW = ) the ignorance (AGNWSIS = wiyout knowledge) of foolish (APHRON8 = 
wiyout a mind) men. 
 

C.T. 2:15 = For such is the will of God that by doing good you may silence the ignorance of 
foolish men, 

 
The Motivation = 2:16 
 
Act as (HWS = analogy) free men (ELEUTHEROS = free men; tied to our excellent behavior of V12), and do 
not use (M8 + Pres Ptc ECHW = not an imperative; and not having) your freedom (ELEUTHERIA = the 
freedom; i.e. that which we have in Christ) as a covering (EPIKALUMMA = veil upon, cloak, covering) for 
evil (KAKIA = inherent evil), but use it as bondslaves (DOULOS = one who chose to be a slave because of 
the greatness of the master) of God. 
 

C.T. 2:16 = as free men and not having your freedom as a covering for evil, but as bondslaves of 
God. 

 
Summary: 
1. We are free to submit to whomever we choose. 
2. This freedom does not give us the right to covertly engage in inherently evil activity.  (no “get out 

of jail free” card) 
3. Jesus silenced: 

A. Sadducees.  Matt 22:34  But when the Pharisees heard that He had put the Sadducees to 
silence, they gathered themselves together. 

B. Demons.  Mark 1:25  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!"  
C. Storms.  Mark 4:39  And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be 

still." And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm.  
4. God’s desire and prescription to overcome evil is to do good. 

A. Distortions of law attack the doing of good.  Luke 6:9-10  And Jesus said to them, "I ask you, 
is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good, or to do harm, to save a life, or to destroy it?"  And after 
looking around at them all, He said to him, "Stretch out your hand!" And he did so; and his hand 
was restored. 

B. True “do-gooders” love even their enemies.  Luke 6:30-38  "Give to everyone who asks of 
you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.  "And just as you want 
people to treat you, treat them in the same way.  "And if you love those who love you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  "And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  "And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in 
order to receive back the same amount.  "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; 
for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  
"And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  "Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of 
measure it will be measured to you in return." 

 C. This becomes the life of a bondslave of God. 
5. This verse says that sometimes ignorant and foolish people will be in positions of power. 
6. Foolish people: 

A. Reject the Resurrection.  1 Cor 15:35-37  But someone will say, "How are the dead raised? 
And with what kind of body do they come?"  You fool! That which you sow does not come to life 
unless it dies; and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, 
perhaps of wheat or of something else. 
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B. Neglect the spiritual things of life.  Luke 11:39-40  But the Lord said to him, "Now you 

Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery 
and wickedness.  "You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside make the inside also? 

C. Emphasize the external things of life.  Luke 12:16-21  And He told them a parable, saying, 
"The land of a certain rich man was very productive.  "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 
'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  "And he said, 'This is what I will do: I 
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your 
ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is 
required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  "So is the man who lays up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

D. Preach one thing and do another.  Rom 2:17-22  But if you bear the name "Jew," and rely 
upon the Law, and boast in God, and know His will, and approve the things that are essential, 
being instructed out of the Law, and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light 
to those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the 
Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, you, therefore, who teach another, do you not 
teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal?  You who say that one 
should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 

E. Waste time.  Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 

7. The best way to evangelize ignorant and foolish authorities is to arrange yourself under their laws 
without compromising God’s laws.  (It is to be used as a method of evangelism.  At times one has to 
stand against the authority and be willing to bear the punishment) 

8. True Freedom is given from the Son of God and is most fully realized by becoming His disciple.  
John 8:31-36  Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, 
then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  
They answered Him, "We are Abraham's offspring, and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is 
it that You say, 'You shall become free'?"  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
commits sin is the slave of sin.  "And the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain 
forever.  "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 

9. Freedom from God has become a law which we are to obey.  James 1:25  But one who looks intently 
at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having  become a forgetful hearer but an 
effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.  James 2:12  So speak and so act, as those 
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

10. True Freedom in Christ is Spirit bred and led.  2 Cor 3:15-18  But to this day whenever Moses is read, 
a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now the Lord is 
the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit. 

11. We are free to sin no longer.  Rom 6:19-20  I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of 
your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in 
further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.  
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

12. We have been set free in order to serve the lost the gospel of Jesus Christ.  1 Cor 9:19-23 
For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  And to 
the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, 
yough not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are 
wiyout law, as wiyout law, yough not being wiyout the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might 
win those who are wiyout law.  To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all 
things to all men, that I may by all means save some.  And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may become a fellow partaker of it. 

13. Those who do not understand freedom will judge your use of it.  1 Cor 10:28-33  But if anyone 
should say to you, "This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed 
you, and for conscience' sake; I mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why is my 
freedom judged by another's conscience?  If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning 
that for which I give thanks?  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in 
all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved. 
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14. Those not willing to fight for their freedom will lose it to legalism.  Gal 5:1  It was for freedom that 

Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
15. Those who selfishly abuse their freedom will lose it to the Sin Nature.  Gal 5:13-17  For you were 

called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself."  But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one 
another.  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  For the flesh sets 
its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so 
that you may not do the things that you please. 

16. False teachers will promise freedom and produce slavery.  2 Pet 2:18-19  For speaking out arrogant 
words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who 
live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is 
overcome, by this he is enslaved. 
 
C.T. 2:16 = as free men and not having your freedom as a covering for evil, but as bondslaves of 
God. 

 
Four Commands = 2:17 
 
Honor (Aor Act Imp TIMAW = 21x) all people (PAS = all men/people), love (Pres Act Imp AGAPAW = keep on 
loving) the brotherhood (ADELPHOT8S = brotherhood; 2x 1 Pet 5:9), fear (Pres Ps Imp PHOBEW = keep 
fearing) God, honor (Pres Act Imp TIMAW = keep on honoring) the king. 
 

C.T. 2:17 = Honor all people, keep on loving the brotherhood, keep on fearing God, keep on  
honoring the King. 

 
Summary: 
1. Our constant state of mind should be to honor all people. 
2. Our ongoing actions are to love the body of Christ. 
3. Our life is to fear God. 
4. Our social responsibility is to honor the chief authority in our life. 
5. Honor, Love, Fear. 
6. See value in others, created in the image of God with the possibility of becoming the world’s 

greatest Christian. 
7. Love one another. 
8. Focus on the things of God. 
9. Live in a lawful way in society. 
 
HONOR ALL PEOPLE 
1. Honor means: 

A. Of high position. 
B. Worthy. 
C. Valuable. 

2. To honor someone means that we: 
A. View them to be of higher standing. 
B. Recognize their worth. 
C. Recognize their value.  

3. It is displayed by: 
A. Serving their needs. 
B. Treating with respect. 
C. Acting with integrity.  

(When we do this we are promoting another person’s Significance.  If someone honors you, are you afraid 
of them?  It builds Security as well.) 
 
4. First of all we are to honor the Son of God.  John 5:22-24  "For not even the Father judges anyone, 

but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
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5. We are to honor our parents.  Matt 15:4-9  "For God said, 'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'He 

who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.'  "But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his 
father or mother, "Anything of mine you might have been helped by has been given to God," he is not to 
honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.  
"You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 'This people honors Me with their lips, but 
their heart is far away from me.  'But in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of 
men.'"  Eph 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother 
(which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long 
on the earth.  And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 

6. We are to honor the defenseless of society.  1 Tim 5:3  Honor widows who are widows indeed; 
7. If we honor the Son by serving Him, the Father will honor us.  John 12:23-29  And Jesus answered 

them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  "He 
who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.  "If anyone 
serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; if anyone serves Me, the 
Father will honor him.  "Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from 
this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour. "Father, glorify Your name." There came therefore a 
voice out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again."  The multitude therefore, who stood 
by and heard it, were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, "An angel has spoken to Him." 

 
LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD 
1. Love is an indefinable quality although it can be described and is identifiable.  1 Cor 13:4-8a; Rom 

12:9-21 
Affection based on admiration or benevolence. 
Warm attachment, enthusiasm, devotion. 
Unselfish concern that freely accepts another in loyalty and seeks the other’s good. 
To hold dear, cherish, take pleasure in. 

2. By interpretation we are to love those Believers in Christ being attacked by the devil and suffering 
for the cause of Christ. 1 Pet 5:8-9  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

3. Love initiates, desiring a response, but not requiring one.  I John 4:7-12  Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who 
does not love does not know God, for God is love.  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that 
God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 

4. We have to choose one master to love and serve.  Matt 6:24  "No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. 

5. There are wrong objects to love. 
A. The love of fame.  Luke 11:43  "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the front seats in the 

synagogues, and the respectful greetings in the market places. 
B. The love of evil.  John 3:19  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and 

men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.   
C. The love of acceptance.  John 12:42-43  Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, 

but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God. 

D. The love of unrighteous wages.  2 Pet 2:15  forsaking the right way they have gone astray, 
having followed the way of Balaam, the {son} of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

E. The world system and its things.  I John 2:15  Do not love the world, nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

 F. The love of money.  1 Tim 6:10 
6. God’s Love is Unconditional. 

A. God’s love gave His Son.  John 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.   
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B. God’s love for His Son is the issue to all mankind.   John 3:35-36  "The Father loves the 

Son, and has given all things into His hand.  "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he 
who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

C. Is great.  Eph 2:4-7  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of 
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

D. Is to be imitated.  Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 
love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
as a fragrant aroma. 

7. Loving God is an issue of faith.  1 Pet 1:6-8  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, 

8. Loving God is the final issue of restoration to position.   John 21:15-17  So when they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to 
Him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  He said to him again a 
second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to 
Him," Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you. "Jesus said to him," tend My sheep. 

9. There are conditions which have to be met for the Believer to actually sense the love of God.  (you 
have experienced it whether you realize it or not-want to feel it?  Have you ever felt love?) 
A. Realize the depth of our sins and His grace.  Luke 7:41-47  "A certain moneylender had two 

debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  "When they were unable to repay, he 
graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him more?"  Simon answered 
and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged 
correctly."  And turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with her hair.  "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to 
kiss My feet.  "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  "For 
this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but 
he who is forgiven little, loves little." 

B. Lay down our lives for Him.  John 10:17  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay 
down My life that I may take it again. 

C. Keep His commandments.  John 14:15  "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
D. Love Jesus, the Son of God.  John 14:21  "He who has My commandments and keeps them, 

he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, 
and will disclose Myself to him." 

E. Cherish His word.  John 14:23-24  Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode 
with him.  "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is 
not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me. 

F. Put love on.  Col 3:12-16  (i.e. to be displayed)  And so, as those who have been chosen of 
God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on 
love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 
you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

G. Make the Son the foundation of our lives.  John 15:9-10  "Just as the Father has loved Me, I 
have also loved you; abide in My love.  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 
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H. Endure in love.  John 13:1  Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour 

had come that He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were 
in the world, He loved them to the end. 

I. Cheerfully give.  2 Cor 9:7  Let each one {do} just as he has purposed in his heart; not 
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  

J. Appreciate Christ’s love.  Gal 2:20 (lets us truly live life)  "I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the {life} which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. 

K. Love your spouse.  Eph 5:25-29  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, 
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.  So 
husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife 
loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ 
also does the church, 

10. Man’s spiritual love for one another: 
A. Is based in love for God.  I John 5:1-3  Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 

God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.  By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  For this is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. 

B. Imitates God.  I John 4:19-21  We love, because He first loved us.  If someone says, "I love 
God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that 
the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

C. Fulfills His commands.  I John 3:23-24  And this is His commandment, that we believe in the 
name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.  And the one 
who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And we know by this that He 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

D. Lays down our lives for one another.  John 15:11-13  "These things I have spoken to you, that 
My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.  "This is My commandment, that you 
love one another, just as I have loved you.  "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay 
down his life for his friends. 

E. Loves our enemies.  Matt 5:43-48  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your 
neighbor, and hate your enemy.'  "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who 
persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  "For if 
you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the 
same?  "And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same?  "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

F. Loves those that are the Lord’s.  Luke 7:1-10  When He had completed all His discourse in the 
hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum.  And a certain centurion's slave, who was highly 
regarded by him, was sick and about to die.  And when he heard about Jesus, he sent some 
Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the life of his slave.  And when they had come to 
Jesus, they earnestly entreated Him, saying, "He is worthy for You to grant this to him; for he 
loves our nation, and it was he who built us our synagogue."  Now Jesus started on His way with 
them; and when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, 
"Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof; for this 
reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed.  "For I, too, am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to 
this one, 'Go!' and he goes; and to another, 'Come!' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this!' and 
he does it."  Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the 
multitude that was following Him, "I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith."  
And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 

G. Is the greatest evangelistic tool given to Believers.  John 13:34-35  "A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  
"By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

H. Is the basis for service to God.  Gal 5:13-15  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do 
not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  For 
the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as 
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yourself."  But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one 
another. 

I. Is an issue of life and death.  I John 3:10-18  By this the children of God and the children of the 
devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who 
does not love his brother.  For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And for 
what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother's were righteous.  Do 
not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you.  We know that we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates his 
brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  We know 
love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against 
him, how does the love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or with 
tongue, but in deed and truth. 

11. Some Results of this Love Relationship. 
A. An intimate relationship with Him.  1 Cor 8:1-3  Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we 

know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  If anyone 
supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; but if anyone loves 
God, he is known by Him. 

B. All things work together for good.  Rom 8:28  And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

C. The Law is fulfilled.  Rom 13:8-10  Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he 
who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, "You shall not commit adultery, you shall 
not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is 
summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

D. Blessing beyond our imaginations.  1 Cor 2:6-9  Yet we do speak wisdom among those who 
are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing 
away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined 
before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for 
if they had understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, 
"Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of 
man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him." 

E. Unity.  John 17:22-26  "And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them; that they 
may be one, just as We are one; I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, 
that the world may know that You did send Me, and did love them, even as You did love Me.  
"Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that 
they may behold My glory, which You have given Me; for You did love Me before the foundation 
of the world.  "O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; 
and these have known that You did send Me; and I have made Your name known to them, and 
will make it known; that the love with which You did love Me may be in them, and I in them." 

F. The Crown of Righteousness.  2 Tim 4:6-8  For I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to 
all who have loved His appearing. 

G. Perseverance and the Crown of Life.  James 1:12  Blessed is a man who perseveres under 
trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 

H. Rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom.  James 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 

I. Do well.  James 2:8  If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 

J. No stumbling.  I John 2:10-11  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no 
cause for stumbling in him.  But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 
darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
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12. Let us pray for one another that we will have this love.  Eph 6:23-24  Peace be to the brethren, and 

love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace be with all those who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ with a love incorruptible. 

13. Let us pray that we will excel.  1 Pet 1:22  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls 
for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

 
FEAR GOD 

Not people, places, things, events 
Loss of fame, fortune, power, pleasure is healthy if it brings you closer to god.  It is unhealthy if it 
is between you and God. 

 
1. Fear goes to the core of our fallen nature.  Gen 3:8-12  (As an emotion it is with us.  The question 

is how it is directed) 
2. Fear God first.  Prov 1:7  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. 
3. Fearing God first leads to some “healthy fears.” 

A. The healthy fear of not knowing all of God’s promises.  Heb 4:1  Therefore, let us fear lest, 
while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of 
it. 

B. The healthy fear being led astray from devotion to Christ.   2 Cor 11:3  But I am afraid, lest 
as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity 
and purity of devotion to Christ. 

C. The healthy fear that God does bring discipline as needed.  Rom 11:20-21  Quite right, they 
were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if 
God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you. 

D. The healthy fear of established authority.  Rom 13:3-4  For rulers are not a cause of fear for 
good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you 
will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger 
who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 

4. We are to serve the authorities in life partly out of fear for the Lord.  Col 3:22  (do you believe He 
has it all under control?)  Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with 
external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 

5. A love relationship with God will cast out fear.  I Jn 4:18  (one will be obedient and therefore not in 
fear of punishment)  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

6. So we should fear God, not man, and let love cast out that fear.  Matt 10:25-31  "It is enough for the 
disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  "Therefore do not fear them, for there 
is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  "What I tell you in the 
darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.  
"And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell.  "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall 
to the ground apart from your Father.  "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  "Therefore do 
not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

7. A daughter of Sarah’s has no fear.  1 Pet 3:5-6  For in this way in former times the holy women also, 
who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.  Thus Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being 
frightened by any fear. 

8. There are also many unhealthy fears. 
A. The fear of obeying the Lord.  Matt 1:20  But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.    

B. The fear of man.  Heb 13:5-6  Let your character be free from the love of money, being content 
with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you," 
so that we confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What shall man do to me?" 

C. The fear of persecution.  1 Pet 3:14-15 (conquered by sanctifying Christ as Lord.    But even 
if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their 
intimidation, and do not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready 
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to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence; 

D. The unhealthy fear of the king.  Heb 11:23-27 (when God has called you to a task that 
opposes him)  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 
because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  By faith 
Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 
rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 
considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking 
to the reward.  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing 
Him who is unseen. 

E. The unhealthy fear of legalists.  Gal 2:11-13  But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned.  For prior to the coming of certain men from 
James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold 
himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  And the rest of the Jews joined him in 
hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 

F. The unhealthy fear of Christ’s presence.  Matt 14:26-31  And when the disciples saw Him 
walking on the sea, they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear.  But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."  And Peter 
answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."  And He 
said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  
But seeing the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save 
me!"  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O 
you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 

G. The unhealthy fears that keep you from service to the Master.  Matt 25:24-29  "And the one 
also who had received the one talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed.  'And I was afraid, 
and went away and hid your talent in the ground; see, you have what is yours.'  "But his master 
answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow, and 
gather where I scattered no seed.  'Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my 
arrival I would have received my money back with interest.  'Therefore take away the talent from 
him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.'  "For to everyone who has shall more be 
given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does 
have shall be taken away. 

 
HOW ARE YOUR FEARS DIRECTED? 
WHEN YOU RECOGNIZE THEM DO YOU TURN TO THE LORD? 

 
HONOR THE KING: 
1. To honor is means to “have weight” or “value.” 
2. Thus to “honor” is to place a value on someone or something. 
3. Here it is the ruler or authorities of your particular form of government.  (King, President etc.) 
4. This is the same word used for “honor your parents.”  Matt 15:6; 19:19; Eph 6:2 
5. It is the same word used for honoring the Father and the Son.  John 5:23 
6. One “honors the king” by being obedient to the established laws of society, unless they 

contradict the laws of our heavenly King.  Rom 13:1-4 
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1 Peter 2:18-25 

Exhortations Concerning our Witness 
Submit as Christ 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 

2. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 
Servants Submit = 2:18 
 
Servants (OIKET8S = 4x, The household servants), be submissive (Pres Mid Ptc HUPOTASSW = arranging 
yourselves in order, submitting yourselves; not a command but an assumption of status) to your masters 
with all respect (fear), not only (OU + MONOS) to those who are good and gentle (G-S rule; AGATHOS + 
EPIEIK8S = to the good even considerate; 5x; equitable, fair, considerate), but also to those who are 
unreasonable (SKOLIOS = 4x; crooked as in roads {Luke 3:5}; perverse, as in a generation {Acts 2:40}; 
dishonest, unfair, unreasonable). 
 

C.T. 2:18 =  The household servants, submitting yourselves to your masters with all fear, not only 
to those who are good even considerate, but also to those who are unfair. 

 
Summary: 
1. A recurring theme of Scripture is arranging yourself to function under duly established authority.  

Titus 2:9-10   
 Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 

not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every 
respect. 

(compare with Daniel) 
2. Even when the authority is unfair.  1 Peter 2:18 

A. Abusive authority is characteristic of an evil generation.  Acts 2:40   And with many other 
words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse 
generation!" 

B. God’s saving grace can change it.  Luke 3:3-6  And he came into all the district around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book 
of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 'Make ready the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight.  'Every ravine shall be filled up, and every mountain and 
hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough roads smooth; 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

C. Submission to one’s authorities is part of being “above reproach” in the midst of a 
perverse generation.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may 
prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast 
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain 
nor toil in vain. 

D. Divine wisdom is what makes one considerate.  James 3:17-18  But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle (equitable/fair/considerate), reasonable, full of mercy and 
good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make peace. 

3. We cannot serve two “masters.”  Luke 16:13  "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon."    
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4. Jesus Christ is to be our only “Master.” 
 A. Thus, our first allegiance and obedience is to Him. 

B. False prophets deny “The Master” who bought them.  2 Pet 2:1  But false prophets also 
arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly 
introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves.   

C. Ungodly people abuse grace and thus deny our only Master.  Jude 1:3-4  Beloved, while I 
was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to 
you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints.  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out 
for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

D. We are to become useful to Him.  2 Tim 2:21  Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these 
{things}, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good 
work.    

E. Thus, we are to seek to be considerate of others.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to 
rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be 
uncontentious, gentle (equitable/fair/considerate), showing every consideration for all men. 

5. We are not to judge other “servants.”  Rom 14:4  Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his 
own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 
Why Submit-Reason 1 = 2:19 
 
For this finds favor (CHARIS = For this is grace), if (EI = 1st class) for the sake of conscience (SUNEID8SIS = 
because of conscience; i.e. the HS has won the battle) toward God a person bears up (PAI HUPOPHERW = 
keeps on bearing up) under sorrows (LUP8 = mental pressures) when suffering unjustly (Pres Act Ptc. 
PASCHW = to suffer + ADIKWS = unjustly). 
 

C.T. 2:19 =  For this is grace, if because of conscience from God anyone keeps on bearing up 
under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  

 
Summary: 
1. In God’s plan we learn about grace as we endure undeserved suffering.  (in context, working for 

an unfair employer)  2 Tim 3:10-12  But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, 
love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at 
Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me!  And indeed, all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

2. We will learn because we are doing the right thing, following God’s plan, watching His 
deliverance.  (you might ask “How?”  you might see your boss saved)  1 Cor 10:13-14  No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you 
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that 
you may be able to endure it.  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

3. Our conscience is where we make decisions concerning right and wrong.   
4. A good conscience is willing to suffer for His Name’s sake. 
5. Every person is born with a conscience, with some basic standards of right and wrong.  Rom 

2:14-16  For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not 
having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, 
their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, on the 
day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 

6. Our objective is to have a conscience that contains God’s standards of right and wrong, thus a 
good one.  1 Tim 1:5  But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith.   

7. We should want our conscience to be blameless.  Acts 24:16  "In view of this, I also do my best to 
maintain always a blameless conscience {both} before God and before men.    

8. The state of our conscience evaluates our conduct.  2 Cor 1:12  For our proud confidence is this, the 
testimony of our conscience, that in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of 
God, we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you. 

9. Rituals of themselves will not mature our conscience.  Heb 9:8-10  The Holy Spirit is signifying this, 
that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed, while the outer tabernacle is still standing, 
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which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot 
make the worshiper perfect in conscience, since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, 
regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation. 

10. But the death of Christ will cleanse our conscience of dead works so that we may serve the Living 
God.  Heb 9:13-14  For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who 
have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? 

11. Satan and his forces seek to scar tissue our conscience so that we will not care about the divine 
standards.  1 Tim 4:1-3  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in 
their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from 
foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 

12. A defiled conscience is evidenced by profession of a relationship with God, but denying Him by 
one’s deeds.  Titus 1:15-16  To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and 
unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.  They profess to know 
God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good 
deed. 

13. A mature conscience is more concerned about others than self.  1 Cor 10:25-33  Eat anything that is 
sold in the meat market, without asking questions for conscience' sake; for the earth is the Lord's, and all 
it contains.  If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, 
without asking questions for conscience' sake.  But if anyone should say to you, "This is meat sacrificed 
to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience' sake; I mean not 
your own conscience, but the other man's; for why is my freedom judged by another's conscience?  If I 
partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks?  Whether, then, 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to 
Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but 
the profit of the many, that they may be saved.  

 
Why Submit-Reason 2 = 2:20 
 
For what credit (KLEOS = 1x; a good report, fame, credit, renown; derived from kalew) is there if (1st class = 
assumes a proposition to be true), when you sin (Pres Act Ptc HAMARTANW = are sinning) and are harshly 
treated (Pres Ps Ptc KOLAPHIDZW = 5x; to strike with clenched fists {Matt 26:67}; contemporaneous 
action with “sinning”), you endure it (FAI HUPOMENW = you shall endure) with patience (not in text)? But 
(ALLA) if when you do what is right (Pres Act Ptc AGATHOPOIEW = when you are doing good) and suffer 
(Pres Act Ptc PASCHW = are suffering) for it you patiently endure it (FAI HUPOMENW = you shall endure), 
this finds favor (CHARIS = this is grace) with (beside) God. 
 

C.T. 2:20 =  For what credit is there if, when you are sinning and are being harshly treated, you 
shall endure?  But if when you are doing good and are suffering for it you shall endure, this is 
grace beside  God. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter says that sin brings no legitimate credit with it. 

A. It does not matter whether the harsh treatment fits the crime or not.  (Some people are 
involved in ongoing sin and then unjustly accused of something else and treated harshly.  The 
issue is sin in one’s life, not the treatment one receives.  We are good at pointing fingers at 
others, but concerning sin we must look at ourselves.  Pointing the finger is a demonic 
smokescreen to distract one from the real issues) 

B. It is an issue of what are doing not what we are receiving. 
2. Spiritual babies or carnal Christians view rough treatment for the cause of Christ as foolish.  1 Cor 

4:10-14  (early prosperity gospel)  We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are 
weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.  To this present hour we are 
both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, 
working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; when 
we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, 
even until now.  I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 
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3. Mature Christians learn to see the value in rough treatment.  2 Cor 12:7  And because of the 

surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given 
me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  

4. Doing good, even in the face of unfair treatment is designed to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men.  1 Pet 2:15  For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish 
men. 

5. The Lord calls us to endure as He endured. Heb 12:1-3  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 
A.  It manifests our love for Him.  1 Cor 13:7  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 
B. It faces the pressures of life.  Rom 12:10-12  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 

preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering (enduring) in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

C. It is necessary for evangelism.  2 Tim 2:10  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of 
those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it 
eternal glory. 

D. It is necessary if we reign with Him.  2 Tim 2:11-13  It is a trustworthy statement: for if we died 
with Him, we shall also live with Him; If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, 
He also will deny us; If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny himself. 

E. It is necessary to learn self-discipline.  Heb 12:6-7  For those whom the Lord loves He 
disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives."  It is for discipline that you endure; 
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 

F. It is necessary to receive the Crown of Life.  James 1:12  Blessed is a man who perseveres 
under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 

6. As we do good in the face of pressure, we draw near to God {Js 4:8} and see His grace from a new 
perspective-beside Him. 

 
Why Submit-Reason 3 = 2:21 
 
For you have been called (Aor Ps Ind KALEW) for this purpose (to endure undeserved suffering), since (why) 
Christ also suffered (Aor Act Ind PASCHW) for you (on your behalf), leaving you (Pres Act Ptc 
HUPOLIMPANW = 1x; to leave under, the participle is contemporaneous with “suffering”) an example 
(HUPOGRAMMOS = 1x; an under-writing, to trace letters for copying, hence the original you have for an 
example) for you to follow (Aor Act Subj EPAKOLOUTHEW = in order that you may follow {as a disciple}) in 
His steps (i.e. tracing the footsteps of Jesus), 
 

C.T. 2:21 =  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered on your behalf, 
leaving you an example in order that you may follow in His steps, 

 
Summary: 
1. Our calling to spiritual growth involves walking in Jesus’ steps. 
2. Peter says to “trace over” the original, Jesus Christ. 
 A. Think like Him.  Php 2:5 
 B. Speak like Him.  Matt 28:20 
 C. Walk like Him.  Eph 5:1-2 
3. The reason to do this is because He suffered on our behalf, He took our place, He was our 

Substitute. 
4. The word “example” is used only once in the New Testament, indicating the uniqueness of our 

Lord.  (He underwent a unique suffering for us, in our place) 
5. To follow in His steps, we must be willing to suffer for the sake of others. 
6. To become a disciple one must give Him first place. 

A. In one’s business.  Matt 4:20-22  And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him.  And 
going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
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in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them.  And they 
immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

B. In the matters of life.  Matt 8:21-23  And another of the disciples said to Him, "Lord, permit me 
first to go and bury my father."  But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me; and allow the dead to bury 
their own dead."  And when He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him. 

C. In one’s conscience.  Matt 9:9  (Matthew, a tax collector, had to undergo guilt as he bilked 
people out of their money for Rome)  And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man, called 
Matthew, sitting in the tax office; and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he rose, and followed 
Him. 

D. In one’s wealth.  Matt 19:20-21  The young man said to Him, "All these things I have kept; what 
am I still lacking?"  Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions 
and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 

E. In one’s life.  Matt 10:38-39  "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 
worthy of Me.  "He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake 
shall find it. 

F. In proximity.  Matt 26:58  But Peter also was following Him at a distance as far as the 
courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the outcome. 

G. In service.  John 12:26  "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My 
servant also be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him. 

H. In attention.  John 10:27-30  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of 
My hand.  "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father's hand.  "I and the Father are one." 

7. Become a disciple and He will light up your life.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the 
light of life."    

 
Christ’s Example-Sinless (Isa 53:9) = 2:22 
 
WHO COMMITTED NO SIN (Aor Act Ind POIEW = did + OU = not + HAMARTIA = sin), NOR (OUDE) WAS 
ANY DECEIT (DOLOS = cf 2:1; 3:10; to bait someone so as to deceive) FOUND (Aor Ps Ind EURISKW = 
good example of this word; does not mean to lose as if someone once had something and then found it, 
but it means to have never have had) IN HIS MOUTH; 
 
 C.T. 2:22 =  “who did not sin nor was deceit found in His mouth;” 

 
Christ’s Example-Faith = 2:23 
 
and (“who” not “and”) while being reviled (Pres Ps Ptc LOIDOREW = 4x; verbally abused, insulted), He did 
not revile in return (OUK + IPF ANTILOIDOREW = 1x; did not return verbal insult ; Christians are to bless 
those who revile them, as Christ did.  1 Cor 4:11-12); while suffering (Pres Act Ptc PASCHW = suffering), He 
uttered no threats (IPF APEILEW = 2x; to threaten, He was not threatening), but kept entrusting Himself (IPF 
PARADIDWMI = giving Himself beside; continuous action) to Him who judges righteously (Pres Ptc KRINW = 
the One who keeps on judging + DIKAIWS = in a righteous manner, righteously);  
 

C.T. =  who while being verbally abused, He was not verbally abusing in return;  while suffering, 
He was not threatening, but kept giving Himself beside the One who keeps on judging righteously. 

 
Summary: 
1. Jesus fulfilled the requirements of a sinless Messiah. 
2. Jesus’ lack of sin, even under abusive authority, is unique in all of history. 
3. Under abusive authority, Jesus did not lie. 
4. Under verbal abuse, Jesus did not return evil for evil. 
5. Under physical suffering, He did not threaten them with retaliation for His suffering.  (A “threat” is 

an empty warning.  When Jesus issues a warning it is a promise.) 
6. Jesus kept Himself beside the Father. 
7. What did Jesus not do?   
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Rom 1:28-3   
And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do 
those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness (ADIKIA), wickedness (PON8RIA), greed 
(PLEONEXIA), evil (KAKIA); full of envy (PHTHONOS), murder (PHONOS), strife (ERIDOS), deceit (DOLOS), 
malice (KAKOETHEIA = bad ethics/character; goes to intent); they are gossips (PSITHURIST8S = 
whisperers, secret slanderers), slanderers (KATALALOS = to speak down), haters of God (THEOSTUG8S = 
1x; hateful to God), insolent (HUBRIST8S = confrontational arrogance in speech or conduct), arrogant 
(HUPEREPHANOS = manifesting oneself over others; Js 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5), boastful (ALADZONIA), inventors of 
evil (EPHEURIST8S = to find upon, invent + KAKIA), disobedient (APEITHW = without belief/respect) to 
parents, without understanding (ASUNETOS), untrustworthy (ASUNTHETOS = covenant/promise breakers), 
unloving (ASTORGOS = without natural affection), unmerciful (ANELEEMOS); and, although they know the 
ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 
give hearty approval to those who practice them (the sin of approval of sin). 
 
Mark 7:21-22 
"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts (DIALOGISMOS), fornications (PORNEIA), 
thefts (KLOPOS), murders (PHONOS), adulteries (MOICHEIA), deeds of coveting (PLEONEXIA) and 
wickedness (PON8RIA), as well as deceit (DOLOS), sensuality (ASELGEIA = an insolent regard for decency), 
envy (an evil eye), slander (BLASPHEMIA), pride (HUPEREPHANIA) and foolishness (APHROSUN8). 
 
2 Cor 12:20 
For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not 
what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife (ERIS = debates), jealousy (ZELOS = misplaced seal), angry 
tempers (THUMOS), disputes (ERITHEIA = self-seeking ambitions), slanders (KATALALIA), gossip 
(whisperings), arrogance (PHUSIOS = swellings), disturbances (AKATASTASIA); 
 
2 Tim 3:1-5 
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of self (PHILAUTOS), lovers 
of money (PHILARGUROS), boastful (ALADZONIA = a wandering vagabond; imposter), arrogant 
(HUPEREPHANIA), revilers (BLASPHEMIA), disobedient to parents, ungrateful (ACHARISTOS), unholy 
(ANOSIOS), unloving (without natural affection), irreconcilable (ASPONDOS = truce breakers), malicious 
gossips (DIABOLOS), without self-control (AKRAT8S = without power/self-control), brutal (ANEMEROS = not 
gentle but savage), haters of good (APHILAGATHOS), treacherous (PRODOT8S = giving before; traitor), 
reckless (PROPET8S = falling forward; headstrong; reckless), conceited (TUPHOW = to wrap in smoke; put 
up a smokescreen), lovers of pleasure (PHILEDONOS) rather than lovers of God (PHILOTHEOS); holding to a 
form of godliness (a religious cloak), although they have denied its (godliness) power; and avoid such men as 
these. 
 
1 Cor 6:9-10 
Or do you not know that the unrighteous (ADIKOS) shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 
neither fornicators (PORNOS), nor idolaters (EIDOLATR8S), nor adulterers (MOICHOS), nor effeminate 
(MALAKOS = soft to the touch, effeminate), nor homosexuals (ARSENOKOITOS), nor thieves (KLEPTOS), 
nor the covetous (PLEONEKTOS), nor drunkards (METHUSOS), nor revilers (LOIDOROS), nor swindlers 
(HARPAX = another form of thievery), shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
Gal 5:19-21 
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality (fornication), impurity (AKATHARSIA = religious 
defilement), sensuality (ASELGEIA), idolatry (EIDOLATRIA), sorcery (PHARMAKIA), enmities (ECHTHROS = 
making enemies), strife (ERIS = debates), jealousy (ZELOS), outbursts of anger (THUMOS), disputes 
(ERITHEIA), dissensions (DICHOSTASIA = a standing apart, divisions), factions (HAIRESIS), envying 
(PHTHONOS), drunkenness (METHOS), carousing (KOOMOS = drunken parties), and things like these, of 
which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Christ’s Example-Sacrifice = 2:24 
 
and He Himself (AUTOS = the only one qualified) bore (Aor Act Ind ANAPHERW = carried up, cf 2:5; to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices) our sins in His body (humanity) on the cross (XULON = the tree, emphasizing the 
material of the cross; mankind ate of the tree, Jesus had to die on one), so that we might die (Aor Mid Ptc 
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APOGINOMAI = become apart from; have no part in; that having become separated from) to sin (d.a. + 
HAMARTIA in plural = the sins; not the OSN in view) and live (Aor Act Subj ZAW = may live) to 
righteousness (d.a. + DIKAIOSUN8 = for the righteousness; because we have been justified); for by His 
wounds (MWLWPS = 1x; the mark of a blow, a bruise; by the bruise of Whom) you were healed (Aor Ps Ind 
HIAOMAI = you have been cured). 
 

C.T. =  and He Himself offered up our sins in His body on the tree that having become separated 
from the sins we may live for the righteousness, by the bruise of Whom you have been cured. 

 
Summary: 
1. The sinless humanity of Jesus Christ took our sins to the cross.  2 Cor 5:21 
2. To those who believe in Him, they are separated from the eternal consequences of their sins.        

1 Peter 2:24 (healed) 
3. Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, declares one righteous.  Rom 3:21-28 
4. God’s desire is that after we have been saved we live in thanksgiving for the righteousness He 

has given us. 
5. It is not a self-righteousness, as that is sin, but a righteousness based in grace. 
6. The example of Jesus Christ includes sacrifice so that others may receive this gift. 
 
Our Past and Call = 2:25 
 
For you were continually straying (PIF EIMI + Pres Mid Ptc PLANAW = to wander off course) like sheep, but 
now you have returned (Aor Ps Ind EPISTREPHW = have been turned) to the Shepherd (POIMEN) and 
Guardian (EPISKOPOS = overseer) of your souls.  
 

C.T. =  For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have been turned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
Summary: 
1. An unbeliever is constantly off-course in their life.  (love the world, the things in the world, 

manipulating others to love them, living in sin) 
2. When one believes in Jesus Christ a turn is made in their life, fixing their eyes on Jesus (Heb 

12:2), and being back on course. 
3. Jesus Christ is the “Good Shepherd” who lays down His life for His sheep.  John 10:11,14 
4. Jesus Christ is the “Chief Shepherd” who is in charge of all the sheep.  1 Peter 5:4 
5. Jesus Christ is the “Great Shepherd” who equips us to do His will.  Heb 13:20-21  Now the God of 

peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal 
covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

6. Jesus Christ is “The Overseer” of our souls. 
A. The Holy Spirit calls certain men to take the position of overseer over parts of the church, 

whose role is to shepherd.  Acts 20:28-31  "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.  "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  "Therefore be on the alert, remembering 
that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one ith tears. 

B. The human overseer is to become like “The Overseer.”  Titus 1:7-9  For the overseer must 
be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, 
not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, 
devout, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that 
he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 
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1 Peter 3:1-6 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness 

A Woman’s Witness 
 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 
The Woman’s Call = 3:1 
 
In the same way (HOMOIWS = corresponds to “servants” of 2:18; submission whether good or 
unreasonable), you wives, be submissive (Pres Mid Ptc HUPOTASSW = arrange yourself under the 
authority of) to your own (HIDIOS = what is one’s own as opposed to belonging to another) husbands 
(AN8R = husband, nobleman) so that even if any of them are disobedient (PAI APEITHEW = to refuse to be 
persuaded, refuse belief) to the word, they may be won (FPI KERDAINW = to gain something or win; passive 
is from outside influence) without a word by (DIA = because, the instrument) the behavior (ANASTROPH8 = 
a turning upward, a manner of life thus behavior) of their wives, 
 

C.T. 3:1 = In the same way, wives, submitting yourselves to your own husbands so that even if 
any of them are disobedient to the word, they shall be won without a word by the behavior of their 
wives, 

 
The Woman’s Behavior = 3:2 
 
as they observe (Aor Ptc EPOPTEUW = 2x; cf 2:12; to observe as an eyewitness; antecedent action to 
“shall be won”; having observed) your chaste and respectful behavior (AGNOS = pure from defilement + EN 
PHOBOS = in fear, with respect; + behavior = having observed your pure, respectful behavior). 
 
 C.T. 3:2 = having observed your pure, respectful behavior. 
 
Summary: 
1. We must realize the social structure at the time of writing and that women could not initiate 

divorce.  (Marriages were arranged, the women had no say in any matters, they were in a master-slave 
relationship from which they could not leave) 

2. Thus, women, even Christian women were in a situation they could not escape. 
3. So Peter is telling them how to make the best of a bad situation. 
4. The application is the same as for a slave with an unreasonable master-trust God and see His 

grace-as Jesus did. 
5. Be thankful when your husband is fair and spiritual. 
6. Peter challenges the women to win their husbands with Christlikeness. 

A. To gain Christ should be in the forefront of our thoughts.  Phil 3:8  More than that, I count all 
things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,    

B. Christlikeness can involve confrontation of their sins.  Matt 18:15  "And if your brother sins, 
go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.   

C. It can also involve confrontation of their spirituality.  Matt 16:26  "For what will a man be 
profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul?    
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D. And maybe even a conference about their vocation.  James 4:13-16  Come now, you who 

say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and 
engage in business and make a profit."  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. 
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to 
say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that."  But as it is, you boast in your 
arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 

7. The phrase “without a word” does not mean that women are not to speak at all to their husbands, 
but rather to avoid speech that attacks and demeans them. 

8. Women are to act toward unbelieving husbands as Christians are to act toward unbelievers.  1 Pet 
2:11-12  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against 
the soul.  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you 
as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 

9. We are all to seek a pure life.  I Jn 3:2-3  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared 
as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see 
Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

10. True standards of purity are from God.  James 3:17  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 

11. Purity should be an objective of our thoughts.  Phil 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is 
any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 

12. Purity should be taught by the older women to the younger women.  Titus 2:3-5  Older women 
likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching 
what is good, that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to 
be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may 
not be dishonored. 

13. Again, issues of growth in the Christian life are more concerned with what I am doing rather than 
how another person is acting.  2 Cor 13:5 

14. It is clear that God set the man as head of the house (Eph 5:23), but the husband should become 
Christlike as well. 

15. Principle 1:  Behave purely and respectfully. 
 
The Woman’s Dress = 3:3 
 
And let not (OUK + Pres Imp EIMI = an imperative) your adornment (KOSMOS = arrangement, adornment) be 
merely external -- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;  
 

C.T. 3:3 = And let not your adornment be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold 
jewelry, or putting on dresses; 

 
The Woman’s Heart = 3:4 
 
but (ALLA = strong contrast to the overt) let it be (imperative of V3 governs this) the hidden person 
(KRUPTOS = veiled + ANTHRWPOS = person) of the heart (the center of your being), with the imperishable 
quality (APHTHARTOS = incorruptible quality) of a gentle (PRAUS = 3x; Matt 5:5; blessed are the meek; 
Matt 21:5 describes Jesus) and (G-S rule = even) quiet spirit (H8SUCHIOS = 2x; 1 Tim 2:2; tranquility from 
within, causing no disturbance to others + PNEUMA = the human spirit), which is (PAI EIMI = keeps on 
being) precious (POLUTEL8S = of a great end; of great value) in the sight of God.  
 

C.T. 3:4 =  but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible quality of a gentle 
even quiet spirit which is precious in the sight of God. 

 
Summary: 
1. Principle 2:  Focus on the spiritual issues of life first. 
 (Principle 1:  Behave purely and respectfully.) 
2. It is easy to focus on our facades and become self-righteous when we have “gotten it all 

together.”  Matt 23:25-28  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of 
the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.  "You blind Pharisee, first 
clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.  "Woe to you, 
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scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear 
beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  "Even so you too outwardly 
appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

3. Yet, defilement starts on the inside.  Mark 7:15  there is nothing outside the man which going into him 
can defile him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what defile the man. 

4. Christian women should dress modestly and let their good works flow from a godly soul.  1 Tim 
2:9-10  Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not 
with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but rather by means of good works, as befits 
women making a claim to godliness. 

5. Not desiring credit from men but seeking to please your heavenly Father is an important part of 
our growth.  (ladies: don’t do things just to be seen and noticed by your husband) 
A. This includes our giving.  Matt 6:3-4  "But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you. 

B. And our prayers.  Matt 6:5-6  "And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. 
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  "But you, when you pray, go into your inner 
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father 
who sees in secret will repay you. 

C. One day all hidden things shall be known.  Matt 10:25-27  "It is enough for the disciple that he 
become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  "Therefore do not fear them, for there 
is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  "What I tell you in 
the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the 
housetops. 

D. And the hidden things of mankind will be judged.  Rom 2:14-16  For when Gentiles who do 
not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to 
themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing 
witness, and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 

E. The good “hidden things” will be rewarded by God.  1 Cor 4:5  Therefore do not go on 
passing judgment before the time, {but wait} until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the 
things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of {men's} hearts; and then each man's 
praise will come to him from God.   

F. We need to renounce the shameful hidden things.  2 Cor 4:1-5  Therefore, since we have this 
ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the 
manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  And 
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as 
Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 

6. Incorruptibility is patterned after God and thus is unchanging and enduring.  Rom 1:23  and 
exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds 
and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  1 Tim 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
A. Thus, ladies should desire that they become a “gentle and quiet spirit.” 
B. Our new birth is incorruptible so the means exists to have this type of spirit.  1 Pet 1:22-23 

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, 
fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is 
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

C. It will bring with it an incorruptible crown.  1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those who run 
in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  And 
everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a way, as not 
without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my 
slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified. 

D. And an incorruptible inheritance.  1 Pet 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
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through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

E. In an incorruptible body.  1 Cor 15:51-52  Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

7. Gentleness is patterned after the person of Jesus Christ.  Matt 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.   Matt 21:5  
"Say to the daughter of Zion, `Behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even 
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'"    

 A. Gentleness is power under control.  (requires submission to the Holy Spirit in all areas of life) 
B. This quality is promised an eternal inheritance.  Matt 5:5  "Blessed are the gentle, for they 

shall inherit the earth.    
C. The opposite of gentleness is harshness, which would involve pushing one’s own agenda. 

8. A “Quiet Spirit” is one that has enough confidence in the Lord that there is no desire or need to 
argue. 
A. All of us need to pray for this.  1 Tim 2:1-4  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 

petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, 
in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  This is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

B. Quietness involves not acting like a busybody.  II Th 3:10-12  For even when we were with 
you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  For we hear that 
some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like 
busybodies.  Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in 
quiet fashion and eat their own bread. 

C. Quietness involves being teachable.  1 Tim 2:11-12  Let a woman quietly receive instruction 
with entire submissiveness.  But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a 
man, but to remain quiet. 

D. Quietness involves submission to the fact that the Lord can and does heal.  Luke 14:3-4 
And Jesus answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath, or not?"  But they kept silent. And He took hold of him, and healed him, and sent him 
away. 

E. Quietness involves a cessation of works for a period of time.  Luke 23:55-56  Now the 
women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed after, and saw the tomb and how His body 
was laid.  And they returned and prepared spices and perfumes. And on the Sabbath they rested 
according to the commandment. 

F. Quietness involves accepting God’s grace in the life of another.  Acts 11:16-18  "And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  "If God therefore gave to them the same gift as He gave to us 
also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"  And 
when they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted 
to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." 

G. Quietness involves acceptance of the Holy Spirit’s work in the life of someone else.  Acts 
21:13-15  Then Paul answered, "What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 
ready not only to be bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."  And 
since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, "The will of the Lord be done!"  And 
after these days we got ready and started on our way up to Jerusalem. 

H. A quiet life is a good ambition.  1Thes 4:11-12  and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life 
and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you; so that 
you may behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. 

9. The one who has a “gentle and quiet spirit” is like an expensive perfume that touches everyone.  
Mark 14:3  And while He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there 
came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and 
poured it over His head. 

 
A Picture of Hope = 3:5 
 
For in this way in former times the holy women (HAGIOS + GUN8 = the holy women, sanctification) also, who 
hoped (Pres Ptc ELPIDZW = the ones hoping) in God, used to adorn (IPF KOSMEW = not in the overt sense 



 69
but in the hidden person of the heart) themselves, being submissive (Pres Mid Ptc HUPOTASSW = 
submitting themselves) to their own husbands; 
 

C.T. 3:5 =  For in this way in former times the holy women also, the ones hoping in God, used to 
adorn themselves, submitting themselves to their own husbands. 

 
A Daughter of Sarah = 3:6 
 
just as (HWS = as, not “just as”) Sarah obeyed Abraham (Aor Act Ind HUPAKOUW = to hear under, listen 
and do), calling him lord (little “L”; KURIOS), and you have become her (Sarah’s) children (Aor Ps Ind 
GINOMAI = become something one is not; entry into a special status) if you do what is right (Pres Ptc 
AGATHOPOIEW = are doing good, contemporaneous with ginomai; this status is action based; while 
doing good one is functioning as Sarah’s “daughter”) without being frightened by any fear (Pres Ps Ptc 
PHOBEW = are not being frightened + PTO8SIS = 1x; terror, intimidation). 
 

C.T. 3:6 =  as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you 
are doing good and are not being frightened by any intimidation.  

 
Summary: 
1. Sarah’s original name was Sarai which means “contentious.” 
2. This example is taken from Genesis 18:1-15. 
 A. Three unexpected visitors arrived.  18:1-5 

B. Abraham told Sarah to prepare a banquet for them, which she did.  18:6-8 
C. A promise was made to Abraham that he and Sarah would have a son in a year.  18:9-10 
D. Sarah, not present at the meal but listening from the tent door, laughed at the statement 

and referred to her husband as her “lord.”   
E. Remember when Abraham told her to say that she was his sister so he would not be 

killed?  Gen 12 
F. Remember when he went in to Hagar and produced a child?  Gen 16 
G. Remember that there had been no sexual pleasure between them for years? 
H. Remember that Abraham was not a perfect husband. 
I. Sarah was full of grace and honored her husband so God honored her. 
J. While we may be full of grace in some areas we may be lacking in others, but the objective 

is to be gracious like God is gracious. 
3. Principles: 
 A. Love God first and your husband second. 
 B. Display God’s grace. 
 C. Focus on the good qualities of your husband. 

D. Accept the role that God has ordained for your husband and yourself. 
 E. Do good toward him. 
 F. Trust God to work things together for good.  Rom 8:28 
4. Communicate respectfully: 
 A. You may state how you feel. 
 B. Look for ways to accentuate the positive. 
 C. Avoid accusations, looking for use of the word “you.” 
 D. Avoid commands. 
 E. Do not exaggerate the facts. 

F. Be humble enough to realize you may not have the facts correct. 
 G. Don’t play psychologist. 
 H. Don’t play archaeologist. 
 I. Seek a win-win solution rather than a win-lose result. 

J. Don’t try to sway disagreements with many words or quick thinking. 
 K. Accept responsibility for your words or actions. 

L. Lace your speech with grace.  (Abraham was a goof-up too, this is the key to Sarah’s 
greatness) 

 
Principle 1:  Behave purely and respectfully. 
Principle 2:  Focus on the spiritual issues of life first. 
Principle 3:  Place your hope in God. 
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1 Peter 3:7 

Exhortations Concerning our Witness 
A Man’s Witness 

 
 A. Introduction  1:1-12 
  1. Greetings  1:1-2 
  2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
 B. Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
  1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
  2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
  3. Grow  2:1-10 
 C. Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
  1. Have Character  2:11-12 
  2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
  3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
  4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
  5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 
A Man’s Witness = 3:7 
 
You husbands in the same way (likewise; husbands have responsibilities too), live with (Pres Ptc 
SUNOIKEW = living with) your wives in an understanding way (KATA GNOSIS = according to knowledge), as 
with someone weaker (ASTHEN8S = without strength, weaker + SKEUOS = vessel), since she is a woman 
(not a put down but a realization of the difference); and show her honor (Pres Ptc APONEUW = 1x; to 
assign, apportion, used in the papyri to refer to a prefect who gives to all what is due them + TIM8 = 
weight, value, honor) as a fellow heir of the grace (CHARIS) of life, so that your prayers (PROSEUCH8 = to 
pray before the face of {God}) will not be hindered (Pres Ps Inf. EGKOPTW = cut off).  
 

C.T. 3:7 =  Husbands, likewise, living with your wives according to knowledge, as with a weaker 
vessel since she is a woman, apportioning honor to her as a fellow-heir of the grace of life, so that 
your prayers may not be cut off. 

 
Summary: 
1. Sarah was not perfect either. 
2. Men, we are to learn about women.  (Gen 2-3) 
3. Differences do not imply superiority or inferiority, just a difference in Divine Design. 
4. We are to accept the fact that we are all equal in Christ.  Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
5. Men are to honor women, beginning with their wives. 

A. This begins with honoring our mother.  (one of the best things you can do for a young man is 
to honor your mother and wife) 

 B. And continues with honoring our wife. 
C. Women have an inheritance from Christ as well. 
D. Honor especially Christian women because they too belong to Christ.  Rom 12:10  Be 

devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;   
E. Honor women because the word says that they are due honor.  Rom 13:7-8  Render to all 

what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to 
whom honor.  Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law. 

F. Honor them because they are special.  1Thes 4:3-5  For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to 
possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do 
not know God; 

 G. Honor them even if they are not “worthy” in your eyes.  (GRANT her honor as a fellow-heir) 
6. Honor them with respectful communication.  (be thoughtful, considerate, compassionate, 

gracious, faithfulness-be Christ to them) 
7. Focus your family on the simplicity and purity of devotion to Jesus Christ.  2 Cor 11:2-4 
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For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might 
present you as a pure virgin.  But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 
minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  For if one comes and 
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not 
received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 

8. Failure to honor your wife will adversely affect your prayer life. 
A. Part of Satan’s plan is to hinder the Believer’s progress.  1Thes 2:18  For we wanted to 

come to you-- I, Paul, more than once-- and yet Satan thwarted us. 
 B. What better way than to get a man to not honor his wife? 

C. Who hinders us from obeying the truth?  Gal 5:7  You were running well; who hindered you 
from obeying the truth? 
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1 Peter 3:8-12 

Exhortations Concerning our Witness 
Be a Blessing 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
 
Five Ways = 3:8 
 
To sum up (DE + TO TELOS = now, the desired end), let all be (no verb here; simply “all” with verb implied) 
harmonious (HOMOPHRWN = thinking the same way, like-minded; i.e. the church is to become like Jesus 
Christ; cf Php 2:5), sympathetic (SUMPATH8S = 1x; to suffer with, empathy with others), brotherly 
(PHILADELPHOS = lovers of the brethren), kindhearted (EUSPLAGCHOS = 2x; Eph 4:32; lit = having good 
bowels; good compassioned), and humble in spirit (TAPEINOPHRWN = 1x; low/humble of mind); 
 

C.T. 3:8 =  Now the desired end, let all be like-minded, sympathetic, lovers of the brethren, 
compassionate, humble-minded, 

 
Accept your Call-Inherit a Blessing = 3:9 
 
not returning evil for evil (KAKOS ANTI KAKOS) or insult for insult (LOIDORIA ANTI LOIDORIA = verbal abuse; 
cf 2:23), but giving a blessing (EULOGIA = good word) instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you 
might inherit a blessing (HINA + Aor Act Subj KL8RONOMEW + EULOGIA = purpose clause; subjunctive 
denotes possibility; receive the “good word” which is “well done-good and faithful servant.”). 
 

C.T. 3:9 =  not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you have 
been called for this purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 

 
Summary: 
1. These five verses apply to both men and women in the Body of Christ. 
2. Remember the context is undeserved suffering. 
 (masters-slaves, Jesus Christ, husbands-wives) 
3. The desired end is a unity in the Body of Christ beginning with the husband and wife and 

extending to the workplace. 
4. The “like-mindedness” includes: 
 A. Accepting our roles in life. 
 B. Empathy with those who are suffering. 
 C. Loving other Believers. 
 D. Humility, no matter our position or authority. 

E. No desire for revenge.  (Good for good is expected, evil for good is the worst, evil for evil is 
human, good for evil is the best) 

 F. No wars of words. 
 G. Speaking good words to one another. 
5. We have been called to seek and receive the “well-done, good and faithful servant.”  Matt 25:21,23 
6. To become “like-minded”: 
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A. Be a living and holy sacrifice.  Rom 12:1-3  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has 
allotted to each a measure of faith. 

B. Be willing to associate with the weaker Believer and realize that we may be the weaker 
Believer.  Rom 12:16  Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but 
associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 

C. Be willing to glorify God by accepting others as Christ accepted us.  Rom 15:5-7  Now may 
the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 
another according to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted 
us to the glory of God. 

D. Be forgiving.  Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be 
put away from you, along with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

E. Be like Christ in our thinking.  Phil 2:1-5  If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if 
there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely 
look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 

F. Be focused on heavenly things.  Col 3:1-2  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the 
things above, not on the things that are on earth. 

7. The reward is more fully realizing His presence.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made 
complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

 
Watch Your Speech = 3:10  (Ps 34:12-16a LXX) 
 
For (GAR = for, because, connects O.T. and N.T.),  
"THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, (Pres Ptc. THELW = the one who keeps on desiring + ZW8N = life; 
explanation of “life” is found in the next two verbs: love and see) TO LOVE (Pres Inf AGAPAW = to love) 
AND SEE GOOD (AGATHOS) DAYS (Aor Inf HORAW = take a long look at), MUST KEEP (3S Aor Act Imp 
PAUW = let him cease, stop; a command) HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL (KAKOS = inherent evil; verbal attack, 
slander, abuse) AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT (honesty). 
 
 C.T. 3:10 =  For, “The one who keeps on desiring to love and see good days, 
 Let him stop his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 
 
Summary: 
1. This verse from Psalm 34:12-16 is addressed to anyone who wants to love and see good days. 
2. We are to pay close attention to our speech. 
3. This means we must examine motivation, content and delivery. 
4. In context, this directly involves the marriage relationship. 
5. Let us not cease to thank God for other Believers who have faith and love the Body of Christ.  Eph 

1:15-17  For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and 
your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my 
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and 
of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

6. Let us not cease to pray for the knowledge of His will.  Col 1:7-9  just as you learned it from 
Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, and he also 
informed us of your love in the Spirit.  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 
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7. Part of turning aside from God is a tongue that speaks deceit.  Rom 3:9-18  What then? Are we 

better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as 
it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one; There is none who understands, there is none who 
seeks for God;  All have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does 
good, there is not even one."  "Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving," 
"the poison of asps is under their lips"; "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness"; "Their feet are 
swift to shed blood,  Destruction and misery are in their paths, And the path of peace have they not 
known."  "There is no fear of God before their eyes." 

8. The tongue can defile the entire body.  James 3:1-8  Let not many of you become teachers, my 
brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.  For we all stumble in many ways. If 
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.  
Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they may obey us, we direct their entire body as 
well.  Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by 
a very small rudder, wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.  So also the tongue is a small part of the 
body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  And 
the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles 
the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.  For every species of 
beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by the human race.  
But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 

9. One who does not bridle his tongue has deceived himself.  James 1:26  If anyone thinks himself to 
be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is 
worthless. 

10. One day every tongue will praise God.  Rom 14:11-12  For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."  So then each one of us shall give 
account of himself to God. 

11. Therefore, we must watch your speech and do the things of the next verse. 
 
Change Evil Actions = 3:11 
 
"HE MUST TURN AWAY (3S Aor Act Imp EKKLINW = let him turn away from) FROM EVIL (KAKOS) AND DO 
GOOD (3S Aor Imp POIEW + AGATHOS = let him do good; change lifestyle); HE MUST SEEK (3S Aor Act 
Imp Z8TEW = let him seek) PEACE (EIR8NE) AND PURSUE IT (3S Aor Act Imp DIWKW = let him pursue; 
looks at tenacity; this word is often translated “persecute”; this is the action behind the “seeking”) 
(change motivation).  
 

C.T. 3:11 =  “Let him turn away from evil and let him do good; Let him seek peace and let him 
pursue it. 

 
Summary: 
1. Even though we are sinners, God does not encourage us to continue in sin. 
2. We are commanded to turn away from evil by beginning to do good. 
3. In context, the “good” involves our speech. 
4. Also in context, this includes making adjustments in our communication with one another, 

beginning in our marriage. 
5. For this to occur, there has to be a change in our motivation.  (no desire to harm anyone, no desire 

to elevate ourselves, no selfishness; but, a desire to love God in our attitude, speech and conduct and 
also one another) 

6. We should seek to speak the things that bring about reconciliation and pursue those things 
tenaciously.  2 Cor 5:18-21 

7. Believers should not live like unbelievers.  Rom 3:12  All have turned aside, together they have 
become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one." 

8. We may have to separate from those who deny basic theological truth and seek to divide the Body 
of Christ.  Rom 16:17  Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and 
hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 

9. Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.  Matt 6:33 
10. Valid pursuits:  

A. A closer relationship with the Lord.  Phil 3:8-12  More than that, I count all things to be loss in 
view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, 
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not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him, and 
the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained it, or 
have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I 
was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

B. Hospitality.  Rom 12:13-14  contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and curse not. 

C. Building up one another.  Rom 14:16-21  Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be 
spoken of as evil;  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and 
approved by men.  So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of 
one another.  Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, 
but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense.  It is good not to eat meat or to drink 
wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles. 

D. Love.  1 Cor 14:1  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy. 

E. Good for others.  1Thes 5:15  See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek 
after that which is good for one another and for all men. 

F. Virtue.  1 Tim 6:11  But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 

G. Virtuous corporate relationships.  2 Tim 2:22-23  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  But 
refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 

H. Peace with all men.  Heb 12:14  Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which 
no one will see the Lord. 

10. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  Matt 5:9 
 
Why Change And Seek Peace = 3:12 
 
"FOR (gives the benefits of fulfillment) THE EYES OF THE LORD (a reference to His attention to all things 
in the sphere of His Omniscience) ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS (DIKAIOS = speaking of those not just 
saved from sin but seeking to live a changed life; no verbal sins, do-gooder, peace-pursuer), AND HIS 
EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER (DE8SIS = petition emphasizing “need”; unlike the husband who does 
not honor his wife), BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL (in line for 
discipline)."  
  

C.T. 3:12 =  “For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer 
(petition), but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

 
Summary: 
1. Some reasons for verses 10-11 are found in this verse. 
2. The Lord pays attention when a person controls their tongue, turns from evil and becomes a 

peacemaker. 
3. He pays special attention to their petitions. 
4. Those who continue in evil, causing casualties with their tongue and not becoming a peacemaker 

will face the Lord’s discipline. 
5. These principles must begin in our marriages. 
6. The questions we must ask of ourselves first include: 
 A. Am I displaying unconditional love? 

B. Are we righteous, but not self-righteous? 
C. Have we accepted our God-assigned role? 
D. Are we loving our spouse and treating them with respect?  
E. Are our prayers being hindered? 

7. Petitions: 
A. Jesus made them.  Heb 5:7-8  In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and 

supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was 
heard because of His piety.  Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which 
He suffered. 
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B. For yourself.  Luke 1:13  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your 

petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the 
name John. 

C. For all your anxieties.  Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

D. For Jerusalem.  Luke 2:36-38  And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with a husband seven years after her 
marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. And she never left the temple, serving 
night and day with fastings and prayers.  And at that very moment she came up and began 
giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

E. For all who are in authority.  1 Tim 2:1-2  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 
petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, 
in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 

F. For those in spiritual leadership.  2 Tim 1:3-4  I thank God, whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and 
day, longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 

G. For unbelievers.  Rom 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for 
their salvation. 

H. For all the saints, especially for their boldness.  Eph 6:18-20  With all prayer and petition pray 
at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition 
for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 
mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 
chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

I. For those involved in spreading the gospel.  Phil 1:3-5  I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of 
your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. 

J. For those on the front lines of the spiritual battle.  2 Cor 1:9-11  indeed, we had the sentence 
of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the 
dead; who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have 
set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, you also joining in helping us through your prayers, that 
thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed upon us through the 
prayers of many. 

K. For those facing persecution.   Phil 1:19-21  For I know that this shall turn out for my 
deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my 
earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all 
boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

L. For those who help us.  2 Cor 9:13-15  Because of the proof given by this ministry they will 
glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of 
your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you 
because of the surpassing grace of God in you.  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

M. For those in need of healing.  James 5:16  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much. 

8. In context, doing evil includes: 
 A. Lack of submission to governmental authorities.  2:13-15 
 B. Using freedom as a covering for evil.  2:16 

C. Failure to honor all men, love the brotherhood, fear God and honor the king.  2:17   
D. Lack of submission to workplace authorities.  2:18-20 
E. Failure to heed Christ’s example.  2:21 
F. Sin, verbal deception and abuse.  2:22-24 
G. Not following the Chief Shepherd.  2:25 
H. Failure to honor your spouse.  3:1-7 
I. Lack of like-mindedness, sympathy, brotherly love, compassion and humility. 
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1 Peter 3:13-22 

Exhortations Concerning our Suffering 
Do not Fear 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
   
A Rhetorical Question = 3:13 
 
And who is there to harm you (Fut Act Ptc KAKOW = to do evil; used only 5 other times, all in Acts {7:6,19; 
12:1, 14:2; 18:10} referring to persecution; who shall be the one doing evil to you) if (3rd class) you prove 
(Aor Act Sub GINOMAI = you may become) zealous (Z8LWT8S = zealots) for what is good (for the good)?  
 

C.T. 3:13 = And who shall be the one doing evil to you if you may become zealots for the good? 
 
Summary: 
1. For a human perspective, there are a lot of people who can and do perform evil toward those who 

do good. 
A. Abraham’s seed would face evil done to them.  Acts 7:6  "But God spoke to this effect, that 

his offspring would be aliens in a foreign land, and that they would be enslaved and mistreated 
for four hundred years.    

B. The Jews faced it in Egypt. Acts 7:19  "It was he who took shrewd advantage of our race, and 
mistreated our fathers so that they would expose their infants and they would not survive.    

C. The Jews faced it under Rome.  Acts 12:1  Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on 
some who belonged to the church, in order to mistreat them. 

D. The church had already faced it.  Acts 14:2  But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds 
of the Gentiles, and embittered them against the brethren.   

2. From a spiritual perspective though, no one can touch you spiritually, if you become a zealot for 
the good.  (the question is: are we more interested in our body or our soul?) 

3. “The Good” must inherently involve that which is from God. 
A. So, it is in line with God’s will.  Acts 18:8-10  And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, 

believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were 
believing and being baptized.  And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid 
any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you 
in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city."   

B. It is done out of thanks for our salvation.  Titus 2:11-15  For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds.  These things speak and exhort and reprove with all 
authority. Let no one disregard you. 

4. Sadly, our zeal often is misdirected. 
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A. Toward our traditions.  Gal 1:13-14  For you have heard of my former manner of life in 

Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; and 
I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being 
more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 

B. Or toward matters of law.  Acts 21:20  And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and 
they said to him, "You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who 
have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; 

5. The Church of Laodicea of the last days is warned to get their “zeal” properly directed toward the 
Lord.  Rev 3:14-22 
14 "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 

Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 
15 'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. 
16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 
17 'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do 

not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 
18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, 

that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and 
eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. 

19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. 
20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 

in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 
21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and 

sat down with My Father on His throne. 
22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' " 

 
Don’t be Afraid = 3:14 
 
But (ALLA = a sharp contrast between suffering not for righteousness’ sake and for +R’ sake) even if you 
should suffer (EI + Pres Act Opt PASCHW = 4th class condition; contains no definite anticipation of 
realization, but points out the action is conceivable) for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed 
(MAKARIOS = same word as in Matt 5). AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION (M8 + Aor Mid Sub 
PHOBEW + PHOBOS = you should not fear their fear {tactics}), AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED (M8DE + Aor 
Pas Sub TARASSW = nor should you be mentally agitated),  
 

C.T. 3:14 =  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.  “And 
you should not fear their fear tactics nor should you be mentally agitated.” 

 
Summary: 
1. Suffering for the sake of righteousness is a blessing.  (context: under unjust authority; marriage 

relationship) 
2. There is the potential for happiness. 

A. Blessing really begins with forgiveness of sins.  Rom 4:7-8 (quoting David)  "Blessed are 
those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered.  "Blessed 
is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account." 

B. Blessing continues for those who abide by the law of liberty.  James 1:25  But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful 
hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. 

C. Blessing turns into the Crown of Life for those who persevere in love.  James 1:12 
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

3. Baby or adolescent Believers will find no happiness in suffering for the sake of righteousness. 
4. Righteousness must become more important to us than personal comfort for this blessing to be 

realized. 
5. We are not to fear: 

A. Those who try to intimidate us into acting in an unrighteous manner.  1 Peter 3:14   
B. Accepting the role God to which has called us.  Matt 1:20  But when he had considered this, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.    

C. Those who cannot kill the soul.  Matt 10:25-31 
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25 "It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. 

If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his 
household! 

26 "Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and 
hidden that will not be known. 

27 "What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your 
ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 

28 "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

29 "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. 

30 "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 "Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

D. Jesus walking on the water.  Matt 14:25-27  (doing miracles)  And in the fourth watch of the 
night He came to them, walking on the sea.  And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 
they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear.  But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." 

E. The Lord being in our midst.  Luke 2:9-10  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  And the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which 
shall be for all the people; 

F. Getting a glimpse of the living Lord.  Matt 17:1-8  (a new revelation to you of Himself) 
1 And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and 

brought them up to a high mountain by themselves. 
2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments 

became as white as light. 
3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 
4 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I 

will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 
5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a 

voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; 
listen to Him!" 

6 And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much afraid. 
7 And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid." 
8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus Himself alone. 

G. The Risen Lord.  Matt 28:5-7  (a changed life)  And the angel answered and said to the women, 
"Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  "He is not 
here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.  "And go quickly 
and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into 
Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you." 

H. Telling others about the Lord.  Matt 28:8-10  And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples.  And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. 
And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me." 

I. Death.  Mark 5:35-37  While He was still speaking, they came from the house of the synagogue 
official, saying, "Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?"  But Jesus, 
overhearing what was being spoken, said to the synagogue official, "Do not be afraid any longer, 
only believe."  And He allowed no one to follow with Him, except Peter and James and John the 
brother of James. 

J. Prayers being answered.  Luke 1:13  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, 
for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give 
him the name John. 

K. Our calling.  Luke 5:9-11  For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of 
the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching 
men."  And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 

L. The Presence of the Lord.  Rev 1:11-18 
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11 saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus 

and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and 
to Laodicea." 

12 And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven 
 golden lampstands; 
13 and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to 
 the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle. 
14 And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a 

flame of fire; 
15 and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, 

and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 
16 And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged 

sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 
17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon 

me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 
18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the 

keys of death and of Hades. 
M. Suffering.  Rev 2:10-11  'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 

cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.' 

6. Not only are we not to fear those who try to intimidate us, but we are not to get emotionally stirred 
up to the point of not trusting God. 
A. During some intense times we may become legitimately troubled-Jesus did.  John 12:27 

"Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, `Father, save Me from this hour'? But 
for this purpose I came to this hour.  John 13:21  When Jesus had said this, He became 
troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me." 

B. This troubling of soul becomes an issue of faith.  John 14:1-3  "Let not your heart be 
troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if 
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  "And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also. 

C. Satan seeks to stir up souls.  Gal 5:7-10  You were running well; who hindered you from 
obeying the truth?  This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.  A little leaven leavens 
the whole lump of dough.  I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view; 
but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 

D. One method Satan uses is distortion of the Gospel.  Gal 1:6-8  I am amazed that you are so 
quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really 
not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ.  But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 

7. Fear is overcome by action. 
 
The Solution to Fear = 3:15 
 
but sanctify (2Pl Aor Act Imp HAGIADZW = set apart, sanctify, hold sacred) Christ as Lord (i.e. the chief 
authority) in your hearts (the center of every part of your being), always (AEI = perpetually, incessantly, 
invariably) being ready (HETOIMOS = prepared) to make a defense (PROS + APOLOGIA = for a defense; a 
word from) to everyone who asks you (d.a. + Pres Act Ptc AITEW = a request from an inferior to a superior; 
i.e. someone under your authority has the right to ask you this) to give an account (lit: a word; an account) 
for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness (PRAUT8S = gentle, meek) and reverence (PHOBOS = fear; 
respect for authority relating to both those who are over you and those who are under you); 
 

C.T. 3:15 =  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, perpetually prepared to make a defense to 
every who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and fear; 

 
Summary: 
1. The solution to fear is putting Christ at the center of your being. 
2. He is to be the chief authority in your life. 
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3. As the chief authority He tells us to be perpetually prepared to give an account of the hope that is 

in us, including those under our authority. 
4. Our defense for those who seek to intimidate us is Jesus. 
5. This is not as much a call to a theological defense of one’s position, as it is a call to tell them 

about Jesus Christ, the hope that is in us.  
6. Hope is not a visible object that we can put our hands on.  Rom 8:24-25  For in hope we have been 

saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope 
for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

7. Hope is a faith in the future.  Heb 11:1 
8. There is only one true hope which is based in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Eph 4:4-6 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 

9. Hope is: 
A. Based in God’s love for us.  Rom 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our 
introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  
And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 
perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does 
not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. 

B. Grounded in Scripture which is based in history.  Rom 15:4-7  For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope.  Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; 
that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

C. From the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

D. Found in our relationship with the Lord in the presence of the Father.  1Thes 1:2-3  We give 
thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; constantly bearing in 
mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the presence of our God and Father, 

E. Grounded in the unchanging promises of God.  Heb 6:17-19  In the same way God, desiring 
even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed 
with an oath, in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set 
before us.  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one 
which enters within the veil, 

F. Essential to Faith.  Col 1:3-5  We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have 
for all the saints; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in 
the word of truth, the gospel, 

G. Essential to Love.  1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love. 

H. The Foundation for purification of our life.  I Jn 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason 
the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, 
and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be 
like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

10. We need to pray that each one of us may be enlightened about hope.  Eph 1:18-21  I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He 
brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this age, but also in the one to come. 
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11. We must be diligent to keep the hope we have.  Heb 6:11-12  And we desire that each one of you 

show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

12. We must hang on to it at all costs.  Heb 10:23-25  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 

13. Sanctify Christ as Lord, overcome fear and be a witness of Jesus Christ. 
14. The defense is bold but gentle and fearless yet respectful. 
15. Let good works be part of our defense.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to 

authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, 
gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 

 
Keep the Suffering Undeserved = 3:16 
 
and (connected to “sanctify”; sanctify solves the fear problem; keep… keeps it away) keep (Pres Act Ptc 
ECHW = and having; an integral part of “sanctifying Christ”) a good conscience (AGATHOS + SUNEID8SIS 
= a good conscience; one that has become good) so that in the thing in which you are slandered (Pres Ps Ind 
KATALALEW), those who revile (Pres Act Ptc EP8READZW = 2x; not the same word we saw earlier 
{loidorew}, this word means to falsely accuse) your good behavior (doing good) in Christ will be put to shame 
(Aor Ps Sub KATAISCHUNW = to shame based on a standard).  
 

C.T. 3:16 =  and having a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those 
who falsely accuse your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

 
Summary: 
1. Essential to “sanctifying Christ as Lord” is a good conscience. 
2. A good conscience is one that shares God’s viewpoint of right and wrong. 

A. A clear conscience is one that has availed itself of the grace of God.  2 Tim 1:3-4 
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly 
remember you in my prayers night and day, longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so 
that I may be filled with joy. 

B. The teaching of the Word of God should present God’s viewpoint of right and wrong, so 
that the hearer may have a good conscience.  1 Tim 1:5  But the goal of our instruction is love 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

3. Our responsibility is to have a good conscience and live according to those standards. 
4. At some time in our life and to some degree we will face being slandered for having a good 

conscience. 
5. Also notice that “doing good” is based on our relationship with Jesus Christ.  (in Christ) 
6. We are told to pray for those who falsely accuse us.  Luke 6:27-28  "But I say to you who hear, love 

your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
(falsely accuse) you. 

7. We are not promised that they will be put to shame, but that they may be put to shame.  (don’t do 
good so as to shame someone, but do good because it is right) 

8. Shame is a realization of error that is grounded in having a good conscience. 
9. When we believe in Jesus Christ for our salvation the eternal shame of unbelief is removed.  1 Pet 

2:6  For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and 
he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed (ashamed)." 

10. If we fail to “sanctify Him as Lord” in our hearts during our life, we may stand one day in front of 
Him in shame.  1 Jn 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

11. A living and abiding hope in the love of God will not be a cause for shame, since there is no error 
in that thinking.  Rom 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 
and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

12. There is a multitude of ways that people can be brought to the realization of their error, that are 
best left to the Lord.  1 Cor 1:26-29  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
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world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which 
are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, 
that He might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before God. 

13. Those who would falsely accuse someone who is doing what is right are legalists who live by 
their own set of laws. 

14. God’s grace is the most effective way of getting legalists to realize their error.  Luke 13:10-17  And 
He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And behold, there was a woman who for 
eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten 
up at all.  And when Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your 
sickness."  And He laid His hands upon her; and immediately she was made erect again, and began 
glorifying God.  And the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began 
saying to the multitude in response, "There are six days in which work should be done; therefore come 
during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day."  But the Lord answered him and said, "You 
hypocrites, does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him 
away to water him?  "And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for 
eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?"  And as He 
said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the entire multitude was rejoicing over all the 
glorious things being done by Him. 

 
Do What is Right = 3:17 
 
For it is better (CHREITTON = derived from kratos indicating power in activity and effect; more useful; 
better; establishes a comparison), if God should will it so (EI + Pres Act Opt THELW = 4th class; if the will of 
the God might desire), that you suffer for doing what is right (good) rather than for doing what is wrong (evil). 
 

C.T. 3:17 =  For it is better, if the will of the God might desire, that you suffer for doing what is 
good rather than for doing what is evil. 

 
Summary: 
1. If it is God’s will for your life to suffer, let it be undeserved. 
2. Doing what is evil brings with it deserved suffering. 
3. In context, the suffering refers to being under unjust authority. 
4. God’s sovereign will affects the circumstances of our life. 
5. If we are willing to do His will we will know what His Word means. 

John 7:17  "If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or 
whether I speak from Myself. 

6. His will includes compassion.  Matt 9:12-13  But when He heard this, He said, "It is not those who are 
healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick.  "But go and learn what this means, 'I desire 
compassion, and not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

7. His will includes accepting our place in life.  Matt 26:39  And He went a little beyond them, and fell on 
His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt." 

8. His will includes an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.  John 17:24  "Father, I desire that they 
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which 
Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the world. 

9. His will is that all men be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.  1 Tim 2:3-4  This is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

10. His will covers the entire “vapor” of our life.  James 4:13-16  Come now, you who say, "Today or 
tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make 
a profit."  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do 
this or that."  But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 

11. Remember that God’s comfort is greater than any suffering you might face.  2 Cor 1:5  For just as 
the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. 

12. And His peace is greater than any tribulation.  John 16:33  "These things I have spoken to you, that in 
Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 
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Why? = 3:18 
 
For (HOTI = for, because; gives the reason for enduring undeserved suffering) Christ also died for sins once 
for all (HAPAX = one time for all men; “all” is not in the text, points to the unique, one-time act; the next 
phrase points to the recipients), the just for the unjust (DIKAIOS HUPER ADIWN = the just on behalf of the 
unjust; He is “the just”), so that He might bring us (Aor Act Sub PROSAGW = bring before the face of) to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh (Pf Ps Ptc THANATOW = completely put to death), but made alive 
in the spirit (Aor Ps Ptc ZWOPOIEW = point of time + Dat of PNEUMA = no d.a.; in/with/by spirit; no way to 
tell which one; lack of def. article indicates that the human spirit is in view) ; 
 

C.T. 3:18 = For Christ also died for sins once, the just on behalf of the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in spirit; 

 
Summary: 
1. This verse gives us the reason to be willing to undergo undeserved suffering. 
2. Christ died for the sins of the unjust, which we once were. 
3. He died once and that was enough.  Heb 9:26; 10:10-14 
4. Thus we face the biggest question of the Christian life, “Are we more interested in ourselves or 

others?” 
5. Are we willing to die to self to be led by the Spirit?  Rom 8:11-14  But if the Spirit of Him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.  So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the 
flesh, to live according to the flesh--for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the 
Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  For all who are being led by the Spirit 
of God, these are sons of God. 

6. Do we trust the Son to give us this new life?  John 5:21  "For just as the Father raises the dead and 
gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 1 Cor 15:22  For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ all shall be made alive. 

7. Do we trust the Spirit to lead us in this new life?  John 6:62-63  "What then if you should behold the 
Son of Man ascending where He was before?  "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

8. Are we willing to become servants of the new covenant?  2 Cor 3:5-6  Not that we are adequate in 
ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made 
us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 
Spirit gives life. 

9. Jesus died both physically and spiritually to negate the penalty due Adam.  Gen 2:16-17 
10. He did that when He became sin for us.  2 Cor 5:21 
11. The Holy Spirit then returned life to Jesus’ being, which includes His body, soul and human spirit. 
 

C.T. 3:18 = For Christ also died for sins once, the just on behalf of the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in spirit; 

 
The Proclamation = 3:19 
 
in which (this revived spirit) also He went (Aor Ps Ptc POREUOMAI = main vocabulary word meaning “go”; 
to proceed from one place to another) and made proclamation (Aor Act Ind K8RUSSW = point of time, 
historical fact) to the spirits now (not there) in prison, 
 

C.T. 3:19 =  in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
 
The Recipients = 3:20 
 
who (the spirits in prison) once were disobedient (Aor Act Ptc APEITHEW = to refuse to be persuaded; 
conscious and flagrant disobedience), when the patience (MAKROTHUMIA = “large anger”; there is a basis 
for a “large anger” toward people but it is manifested in calmness; patience toward people) of God kept 
waiting (IPF Mid Ind APEKDWCHOMAI = extensive waiting; 120 years after the order to Noah) in the days of 
Noah, during the construction (Pres Ps Ptc KATASKEUADZW = contemporaneous with “waiting”; to build; 
took 100 years to build) of the ark (KIBWTOS = a box, ark), in which a few, that is, eight persons (PSUCH8 = 
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souls), were brought safely (Aor Ps Ind DIASWDZW = 8x; to save through; were saved through; not used of 
eternal salvation) through the water.  
 

C.T. 3:20 =  who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were brought safely 
through the water. 

 
Summary: 
1. The Lord made this proclamation to the ones those who had chosen against Him and had died. 
2. Unbelieving humans go to a place called “Torments.”  Luke 16:9-31 
3. The angels who infiltrated the human race before the Flood were confined to “Tartarus.”  Gen 6:1-

4; Jude 6 
4. They sought to corrupt humanity by producing offspring through the daughters of men and 

stopping the “promised seed of the woman.” 
5. Jesus was not offering them salvation, but instead proclaiming His victory over death.  Heb 9:27  

(Why we should “sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts cf V15) 
6. He was proclaiming the historical reality of the gospel.  1 Pet 4:5-6 
7. In spite of the overwhelming evidence, some will not be persuaded about Christ and thus not obey 

His call to believe. 
A. This person is headed for God’s wrath.  John 3:36  (prior to the cross there may have been 

some kind of argument for “show me”, but not any more)  "He who believes in the Son has 
eternal life; but he who does not obey (is not persuaded) the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him." 

B. This person will have tribulation of soul in time.  Rom 2:5-11  But because of your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; 
but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
wrath and indignation.  There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, 
of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to every man who does 
good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality with God. 

C. This kind of person will not acquire the peace that only God can offer.  Heb 3:14-19  For we 
have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end; 
while it is said, "Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked 
me."  For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of 
Egypt led by Moses?  And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they should not 
enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  And so we see that they were not able to 
enter because of unbelief. 

8. God is patient with people so that they might be saved.  Rom 2:4  Or do you think lightly of the riches 
of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance?  1 Tim 1:16  And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him 
for eternal life. 
A. God’s patience is not a sign of weakness, but a sign of grace.  2 Pet 3:14-15  Therefore, 

beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 
blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

B. Part of “sanctifying Christ as Lord” involves not pushing His patience but being 
persuaded by His grace. 

C. Patience is fruit of the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law. 

D. Patience is an important part of ministry.  2 Cor 6:2-10  for He says, "At the acceptable time I 
listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," 
behold, now is "the day of salvation"--giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the 
ministry be not discredited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much 
endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy 
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Spirit, in genuine love, in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and the left, by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as 
deceivers and yet true; as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet 
not put to death, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having 
nothing yet possessing all things.  2 Tim 4:1-2  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 

E. Patience is an essential part of walking in a manner worthy of the Lord.  Col 1:9-11  For this 
reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you 
may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His 
glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience;  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have 
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another 
in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

F. Patience is necessary so that unity can be achieved and maintained.  Col 3:12-14  And so, 
as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And 
beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

G. Patience has value for the future.  Heb 6:11-12  And we desire that each one of you show the 
same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

9. What are we eagerly waiting for? 
A. The revelation of the sons of God?  Rom 8:18-22  For I consider that the sufferings of this 

present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the 
anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of 
childbirth together until now. 

B. The fulfillment of our hope?  Rom 8:23-25  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the 
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do 
not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

C. The experience of righteousness?  Gal 5:4-5  You have been severed from Christ, you who 
are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  For we through the Spirit, by faith, 
are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 

D. Our savior?  Phil 3:18-21  For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is 
their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.  For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who 
will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the 
exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

10. Noah, by faith, prepared this Ark.  Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet 
seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, 
and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

11. Have we learned anything from the “days of Noah?”  Matt 24:36-39  "But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  "For the coming of the Son of 
Man will be just like the days of Noah.  "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they 
did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 

12. Noah and his children were “saved” physically from the Flood.  (the word “DIASWDZW is used in  
Matt 14:35-36 And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent into all that surrounding district 
and brought to Him all who were sick; and they began to entreat Him that they might just touch the fringe 
of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.  Luke 7:2-3  And a certain centurion's slave, who 
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was highly regarded by him, was sick and about to die.  And when he heard about Jesus, he sent some 
Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the life of his slave. Acts 23:24; 27:43,44; 28:1,4.  It is 
never used of eternal salvation) 

 
A Better Picture = 3:21 
 
Corresponding to that (N.S.Nt HOS = which {water} + KAI = also, in addition to the picture of Noah’s Ark + 
N.S. Nt ANTITUPOS = 2x; Heb 9:24, “for Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of 
the true one, but into heaven itself; the word means a “striking against” or a type upon a type; it is used 
in the papyri of one military organization facing another military organization; it is a type being compared 
to another type-it is NOT the reality), baptism (BATISMA = used both of Spirit and water baptism; Spirit 
baptism is the reality, but water baptism is in view here) now saves you (PAI SWDZW = in the same way 
Noah’s Ark did-as a picture of salvation, not as a reality) -- not the removal of dirt from the flesh (OU + 
APOTHESIS = a placing away from + RHUPOS = 1x; filth), but (ALLA) an appeal (EPERWT8MA = 1x; a legal 
term referring to an appeal that is based on clear facts) to God for a good conscience -- through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
 

C.T. 3:21 = which {water} baptism, also as a another type, now saves you {in a typical way)-not the 
removal of dirt from the flesh but an appeal to God for a good conscience-through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Present Reality = 3:22 
 
who (Jesus Christ) is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers 
had been subjected (Aor Ps Ptc HUPOTASSW) to Him.  
 

C.T. 3:22 =  who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities 
and powers had been subjected to Him. 

 
Summary: 
1. As Noah’s Ark is a picture of salvation, so also is water baptism. 
2. While a type may even be able to save one physically, it cannot save one spiritually. 
3. Water is not able to save, unless it is the living water that only Christ can give.  John 4 
4. If blood sacrifices could never take away sins, why would anyone ever think a bloodless sacrifice 

could?  Heb 10 
5. Peter even says that plain water baptism will not save you. 
6. Salvation is accomplished when one realizes they are a sinner (appeal to God…), believes in 

Jesus Christ and is baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ.  1 Cor 12:13 
7. Water baptism is a picture of the reality of accepting Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.  (last 

phrase of V21) Rom 6:3-6 
8. Water baptism is part of the Great Commission.   Matt 28:18-20 
9. Does Jesus have the power to save? 
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1 Peter 4:1-6 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering 

Live by the Spirit 
 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 
Prepare for Battle = 4:1 
 
Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves (Aor Mid Imp SPLIDZW = 1x; to arm with 
weapons; Aor means never disarm; Mid refers to volition; Imp is a command; there are weapons of 
warfare) also (like Christ did) with the same purpose (ENNOIA = in the mind; 2x; Heb 4:12 translated 
“intents” of the heart; translate:  intention), because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin (Pf 
Ps Ind PAUW = cf 3:10 “refrain”; in Mid means to choose; in passive it means forced; has been stopped + 
HAMARTIA = without d.a.; from sin) 
 

C.T. 4:1 =  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same 
intention, because he who has suffered in the flesh has been stopped from sin, 

 
Summary: 
1. Christ judges our intentions, so we should ask if our intentions are in line with His desires.  Heb 

4:12-13  For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as 
far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid 
bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

2. If we are to “arm ourselves,” then we have to take up weapons. 
A. Our greatest weapon is to have Christ’s attitude.  Php 2:5-8 
B. Our weapons should include the righteousness of the resurrected life.  Rom 6:12-16 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts, and do not go on 
presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments (weapons) of unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 
(weapons) of righteousness to God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under 
law, but under grace.  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
May it never be!  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for 
obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of 
obedience resulting in righteousness? 

C. Our weapons function best in the “light.”  Rom 13:12-14 (light saber)  The night is almost 
gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor (weapons) of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
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D. We are to be fully armed.  2 Cor 6:4-7  but in everything commending ourselves as servants of 

God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, 
in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, 
in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and the left, 

E. We must realize that our weapons are divinely powerful.  2 Cor 10:3-5  For though we walk in 
the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the 
flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and 
every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive 
to the obedience of Christ, 

3. In context is suffering for doing what is right.  If we are doing what is right we have been stopped 
from sin. 

4. The power to stop sin is found in the Holy Spirit. 
A. We must choose to stop.  Gal 5:24-26  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 

the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let 
us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. 

B. We must submit to the power of the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:16-18  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the 
things that you please.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 

 
Leave Fleshly Lusts Behind = 4:2 
 
so as to live (EIS TO + Aor Inf BIOW = 1x; physical life in view) the rest of the time (CHRONOS = the 
sequence of events in your life) in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will (THEL8MA = desire) 
of God. 
 

C.T. 4:2 =  so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the 
will of God. 

 
Summary: 
1. Our intention should be to become like Christ, having no sin in our lives. 
2. Again, a choice has to be made, between the lusts of men and the will of God. 
3. The lusts of the flesh are not part of God’s desires.  I John 2:16-17   For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides 
forever.  

4. Our desire should be that our physical lives fulfill the Lord’s desires for us.  (heart, soul, mind, 
strength) 

5. We are called to be “good soldiers,” which indicates we are living in the will of God.  2 Tim 2:1-5  
(not just “arm yourself” but use it well)  You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust 
to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.  Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please 
the one who enlisted him as a soldier.  And also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the 
prize unless he competes according to the rules. 

6. We are called to use our physical blessings to bless others, which indicates we have left 
selfishness behind, thus the lusts of the flesh.  I John 3:14-18  We know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  We know love 
by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever 
has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the 
love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

 
Leave the Past Behind = 4:3 
 
For the time already past is sufficient (ARKETOS = 3x; sufficient, enough) for you to have carried out the desire 
(PF Mid Inf KATERGADZOMAI = to work according to a standard + BOUL8MA = 3x; a deliberate intention) 
of the Gentiles, having pursued (Pf Mid Ptc POREUOMAI = having gone; PF indicates unbroken activity 
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before salvation) a course of sensuality (6 nouns; Peter gets into a list like Paul often does;  this is Peter’s 
list of “deeds of the flesh”; ASELGEIA = 9x; lasciviousness which includes abnormal sexual perversions), 
lusts (EPITHUMIA = anger driven lusts coming from unfulfilled desires; includes money, power, 
approbation, pleasure), drunkenness (OINOPHLUGIA = 1x; to overflow with wine, the word indicates a 
constant state of intoxication by wine; wineaholism), carousing (KWMOS = 3x; Gal 5:21; tied to the word 
komos meaning “The Revel”; these were drinking parties that led to orgies with parades in the streets), 
drinking parties (POTOS = 1x; drinking matches) and abominable idolatries (ATHEMITOS = 2x; unlawful 
which includes all idolatry).  
 

C.T. 4:3 =  For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the deliberate 
intention of the Gentiles, having gone into a course of lasciviousness, lusts, wineaholism, 
revelries, drinking matches and unlawful idolatries. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter says that the time already spent in the lusts of the flesh is sufficient. 
2. Especially that which is deliberate activity. 
3. Prior to salvation, personal lusts were in an unbroken chain.  (actually slavery) 
4. The problems: 

1. Lasciviousness refers to any abnormal sexual perversions. 
2. Lusts refers to anything stemming from Fame, Fortune, Power or Pleasure. 
3. Wineaholism refers to addictive activities. 
4. Revelries refers to immoral parties. 
5. Drinking matches takes in the quest for significance. 
6 Unlawful idolatries refer to anything placed before God. 

5. Since each day has sufficient trouble of its own, we don’t need to generate misery.  Matt 6:33-34 
"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  "Therefore 
do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

6. Our sufficiency is found in becoming like our Master.  Matt 10:24-25  "A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a slave above his master.  "It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and 
the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the 
members of his household! 

7. To become like our Master we have to realize that His grace is sufficient for us.  2 Cor 12:7-10 
And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting 
myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from 
exalting myself!  Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  And He 
has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I 
am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for 
Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

8. Spiritual contentment comes from a realization of what it means to have true sufficiency.  1 Tim 
6:6-10  But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  For we have 
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  And if we have food and 
covering, with these we shall be content.  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare 
and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money 
is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced 
themselves with many a pang. 

9. Do we want the Lord more than anything?  Heb 13:5-6  Let your character be free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you,” so that we confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What shall man do to 
me?" 

 
Prepare to be Maligned = 4:4 
 
In all this, they (Gentiles or Gentile-thinking people) are surprised (Pres Ps Ind ZENIDZW = 10x; to think 
something strange; consider it strange) that you do not run with them into the same excesses (ANACHUSIS = 
excess in the sense of a flood) of dissipation (ASWTIA = 3x; not saved; undeliverance; wastefulness), and 
they malign you (Pres Ptc BLASPHEMEW = are blaspheming; “you” not there;  attacks on your good 
behavior blasphemes God, for He is the One who sets the standards);   
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C.T. 4:4 =  In all this, they consider it strange that you do not run with them into the same excess 
of undeliverance, and they are blaspheming, 

 
Summary: 
1. When you leave behind the old lifestyle, old friends will consider your strange. 
2. If someone is maligning you for righteous behavior, they are actually blaspheming God.  (same 

word in Greek) 
3. They are claiming that God’s prescribed behavior is wrong. 
4. Hypocrites are a cause for others to blaspheme God.  Rom 2:17-24  But if you bear the name "Jew," 

and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, and know His will, and approve the things that are essential, 
being instructed out of the Law, and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 
those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the Law the 
embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? 
You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal?  You who say that one should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?  You who boast in the Law, 
through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God?  For "the name of God is blasphemed among the 
Gentiles because of you," just as it is written. 

5. We are not to abuse our liberty in such a way that people may blaspheme.  Rom 14:15-17  For if 
because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with 
your food him for whom Christ died.  Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil 
(blasphemed); for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. 

6. We are to submit to authorities so as to not give a cause for  blasphemy.  1 Tim 6:1  Let all who are 
under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and 
our doctrine may not be spoken against (blasphemed). 

7. Older women are to teach younger women reverence toward God so that His word may not be 
blasphemed.  Titus 2:3-5  Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious 
gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, that they may encourage the young women 
to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to 
their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored (blasphemed). 

8. We are not to malign anyone.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every 
consideration for all men. 

 
Leave them in God’s Hands = 4:5 
 
but they (Gentiles or Gentile-thinking people) will give account (FAI APODIDWMI = shall give + LOGOS = a 
word, account) to Him who is ready (lit: to the One having preparedness ETOIMWS) to judge the living and 
the dead.  
 

C.T. 4:5 =  but they will give account to Him, the One having preparedness to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 
Summary: 
1. Unbelievers will face judgment both in time and eternity. 
2. Believers will face judgment in time. 
3. The Lord is ready to bring this about.  1 Pet 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

4. Are we ready to meet Him?  Matthew 22:1-14 (wedding feast) 
5. Are we ready to meet Him any time?  Matt 24:42-44  "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know 

which day your Lord is coming.  "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time 
of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house 
to be broken into.  "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you 
do not think He will. 

6. Are we ready to celebrate?  Matt 25:10-13  "And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was 
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shut.  "And later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.'  "But he answered and 
said, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.'  "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the 
hour.  

7. Are we ready to give of ourselves and our resources?  2 Cor 9:5-11  So I thought it necessary to urge 
the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised 
bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness.  Now 
this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap 
bountifully.  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for 
God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all 
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered 
abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides forever."  Now He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God. 

8. Are we ready to do every good deed?  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, 
to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing 
every consideration for all men. 

9. Do we just think we are ready?  Luke 22:33-34  And he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go 
both to prison and to death!"  And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the cock will not crow today until you have 
denied three times that you know Me." 

 
Spirituality is the Desire = 4:6 
 
For (GAR = why unbelievers will give an account) the gospel has for this purpose (i.e. judgment) been 
preached (Aor Ps Ind EUAGGELIDZW = has been preached) even to those who are dead (cf 3:19; the spirits 
in prison-as proof of the gospel; but in view here is the spiritually dead who are still physically alive), that 
though they are judged (Aor Ps Sub KRINW = may be judged) in the flesh as men, they may live in the (d.a. not 
there; simply “in spirit”) spirit according to the will of (not there) God.  
 

C.T. 4:6 =  For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that 
though they may be judged in the flesh as men, they may live in spirit according to God. 

 
Summary: 
1. The judgment of all volitional creatures is certain because of the reality of the gospel.   
2. The “dead” here refers to both the spiritually and physically dead. 
3. The ones who have physically died, be they spiritually alive or dead, know the truth and reality of 

the gospel.  Cf 3:19 
4. Those spiritually and physically dead have no more opportunity to be saved.  Luke 16:19-31 
5. Those who are spiritually dead (unbelievers) but physically alive have the opportunity to become 

spiritually alive by accepting the gospel and only face judgment during their physical life.  Rom 
8:1 

6. Those who are spiritually alive but functioning in the flesh will face discipline from the Lord.  Heb 
12:5-6 

7. The gospel is eternal, meaning it has never changed.  Rev 14:6 
8. Therefore, no one can escape the eternal consequences of acceptance or rejection of the gospel.  

Cf 4:17 
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1 Peter 4:7-11 

Exhortations Concerning Suffering 
Live each Day 

 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 
Live with Urgency = 4:7 
 
(DE = now) The end (TO TELOS = the end, completion; JC is the “end”) of all things (PAS = looks at “all” on 
an individual basis, so there are various “ends” to evaluate; had “HOLOS” been used, the destruction of 
the heavens and earth would be in view) is near (Pf Act Ind EGGIDZW = has drawn near; Pf indicates 
completed acts; the focus in “drawing near” is on the spiritual rather than the temporal or physical.  The 
word has clearcut usages of all three in scripture); therefore (OUV = a conclusion that is based on the first 
statement), be of sound judgment (Aor Act Imp SWPHRONEW = 6x; sound-minded, having spiritual 
common sense) and sober spirit (Aor Act Imp N8PHW = 6x; spiritually sober, free from the intoxication of 
false doctrine) for the purpose of prayer (PROSEUCH8 = to have/place before the face of). 
 

C.T. 4:7 =  Now the end of all things has drawn near; therefore, be sound-minded and spiritually 
sober for the purpose of prayer. 

 
Summary: 
1. Temporally speaking, “the end” can refer to physical death, the Rapture, the Second Advent, the 

Great White Throne judgment or the destruction of the present heavens and earth.  
2. Spiritually speaking, Jesus is the “End” of all things.  Rev 1:8; 22:13 
3. The “end” for enemies of the cross of Christ is destruction.  Phil 3:18-19  For many walk, of whom I 

often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly 
things. 

4. The Lord is the “End” of the faith, meaning the object to focus on.  1 Pet 1:8-9  and though you have 
not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice 
with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome (end) of your faith the salvation of your 
souls. 

5. In context, “the end” of disrespect of authority, deserved suffering, selfish living, rampant 
grumbling (when compared to Christ), not being a model of Christ, bad marriage relationships, 
fear, lying, evil, slander of others and living like unbelievers has drawn near. 

7. Because we are a new creation in Christ, we do not have to live that way any longer. 
8. When the end of selfish living is near so is the inheritance of a blessing. 1 Pet 3:8-9 (C.T.)  

Now the desired end, let all be like-minded, sympathetic, lovers of the brethren, compassionate, humble-
minded, not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you have been 
called for this purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 
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9. Thus our communication to one another seeks an outcome of love, not simply a knowledge of 

“end times.”  1 Tim 1:5  But the goal (end) of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith. 

10. Jesus is the first person the Believer will face in eternity and the last person the unbeliever will 
face for eternity. 

11. When we are truly drawing near Spiritually, the temporal drawing near of prophetic events is a 
basis for encouragement and not fear. 

12. The time is always right (i.e. near enough) to wake up from spiritual sleep and walk in the light of 
love.  Rom 13:10-14  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  And 
this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is 
nearer to us than when we believed.  The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore 
lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not 
in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

13. We are told that if we “draw near” to God, He will draw near to us.  James 4:8-12  Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.  Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to 
gloom.  Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  Do not speak against one 
another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and 
judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.  There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your 
neighbor? 

14. We “draw near” to God through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Heb 7:18-19  For, on the one hand, there is a 
setting aside of a former commandment because of its weakness and uselessness (for the Law made 
nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw 
near to God.  Heb 7:25  Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

15. Preparation for the next great prophetic event should be done in the setting of the church.  Heb 
10:23-25  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see 
the day drawing near. 

16. To spiritually draw near to Christ, the Great High Priest, for the purpose of prayer we need to be 
sound-minded. 
A. Sound-minded means not under any demonic influence.  Mark 5:15  And they came to Jesus 

and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in his right 
mind (sound-minded), the very man who had had the "legion"; and they became frightened. 

B. Sound-minded also means to lack arrogance.  Rom 12:1-3  I urge you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to 
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment 
(sound-minded), as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

C. Sound-minded also means that one becomes an example of Christ.  Titus 2:6-8  Likewise 
urge the young men to be sensible (sound-minded); in all things show yourself to be an example 
of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in 
order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 

17. We also need to be spiritually sober, which means that we are not intoxicated with the things of 
the world. 
A. Spiritual sobriety requires that we be spiritually awake and armed for the battle against the 

forces of darkness.  1Thes 5:4-10  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should 
overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of 
darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For those who 
sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  But since we are of 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the 
hope of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together 
with Him. 
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B. The devil seeks to get us spiritually drunk so that he may consume us and thus immerse 

us in his thoughts, speech and actions.  1 Pet 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

C. Spiritual sobriety is necessary to fulfill our ministries.  2 Tim 4:1-5  I solemnly charge you in 
the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will 
turn aside to myths.  But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

D. Spiritual sobriety is grounded in grace.  1 Pet 1:13  Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep 
sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 

    
Live in Love = 4:8 
 
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another (Pres Act Ptc. ECHW = not the form of a command, but a 
description of life; having + EKTEN8S = 2x; stretched, fully extended; AGAP8 = love; literally, “having the 
expanded love for one another”), because (HOTI = tells us why do to this) love covers (AGAP8 + PAI 
KALUPTW = 8x; is covering; to veil, conceal) a multitude (PL8THOS = multitude as of the stars of heaven 
Heb 11:12) of sins (HAMARTIA = missings of the mark). 
 

C.T. 4:8 =  Above all, having the expanded love for one another, because love is covering a 
multitude of sins.  (Prov 10:12) 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter has already told us to love one another from the heart in an expanded manner.  1 Pet 1:22 

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 
love one another from the heart, 

2. An example of “expanded” love is found in the “expanded” prayers we offer when faced with a 
difficult situation.  Acts 12:5  So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made 
fervently by the church to God. 

3. To “cover sins” does not mean that we atone for them, as only Christ could do that.  (“cover” 
does not mean that something has been eliminated, only that it is no longer visible, like at boat 
covered by waves at sea.  Matt 8:24  And behold, there arose a great storm in the sea, so that the boat 
was covered with the waves; but He Himself was asleep.) 

4. To “cover sins” means that we do not stir them up or broadcast them for all to hear, realizing that 
all of us are sinners forgiven by the grace of God. 

5. Nothing will be “covered” in the sense of unexposed forever.  Matt 10:24-27  (sins are exposed to 
God for removal)  "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.  "It is enough for the 
disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  "Therefore do not fear them, for there 
is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  "What I tell you in the 
darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 

6. In times of intense pressure, people tend to wish they could hide from their problems.  Luke 
23:29-30  "For behold, the days are coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 
that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.'  "Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall 
on us,' and to the hills, 'Cover us.' 

7. This “expanded love” seeks the deliverance of those who have strayed from the truth.  James 
5:19-20  My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let him know that 
he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of 
sins. 

8. Our expanded love seeks to take the blinders off unbelievers.  2 Cor 4:1-5  Therefore, since we have 
this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of 
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 



 96
God.  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for 
Jesus' sake. 

9. Seek to expand your love for one another.  1 Cor 13 
 
Live Unselfishly = 4:9 
 
Be hospitable (no verb here, carry over from echw of V8; having hospitality; PHILIXENOS = a love of 
strangers) to one another (i.e. others in the body of Christ that you have just come to recently know) 
without complaint (GOGGUSMOS = without murmuring, grumbling).  
 
 C.T. 4:9 =  having hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
 
Summary: 
1. Hospitality is a qualification for an overseer.  1 Tim 3:2-3  An overseer, then, must be above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not 
addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money. 

2. True hospitality requires the removal of self-will.  Titus 1:7-9  For the overseer must be above 
reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not 
fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, holding 
fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in 
sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

3. It is a quality of love.  Rom 12:13  contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 
4. The rewards can be incredible.  Heb 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this 

some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
5. Christ is our example of doing things without grumbling.  Phil 2:14  Do all things without grumbling 

or disputing; 
6. The Exodus Generation is the example of doing things with grumbling.  1 Cor 10:1-13 
 
Live to Serve = 4:10 
 
As each one (EKASTOS = individually) has received (Aor Act Ind LAMBANW = has received; completed act; 
point of time) a special gift (CHARISMA = a grace gift; note the singular), employ it in serving one another 
(Pres Act Ptc. DIAKONEW = ministering; emphasis on the acts of service) as good stewards (OIKONOMOS 
= law of the house; stewards were people who were slaves with ability who were placed in charge of 
certain areas of various estates) of the manifold (POIKILOS = many-faceted; diversified) grace of God.  
 

C.T. 4:10 =  As each one has received a grace gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 
Summary: 
1. When you accepted Christ as your savior, you received a grace gift from the Holy Spirit.                 

1 Cor 12:13 
2. A “Charismatic Gift” is a grace gift from God. 

A. Jesus Christ brought the Charismatic Gift of salvation.  Rom 5:15-16  But the free gift is not 
like the transgression. For if by the transgression of  the one the many died, much more did the 
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.  And 
the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment 
arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose 
from many transgressions resulting in justification. 

B. Eternal Life is a charismatic gift.  Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. A grace gift cannot be revoked.  Rom 11:28-29  From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for 
your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

4. What is known as a “spiritual gift” is specifically a grace gift from God the Holy Spirit that is 
designed to serve other members of the body of Christ.  1 Peter 4:10  

5. These spiritual gifts are used in a multitude of different ways.  Rom 12:6-8  And since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according 
to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who 
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exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 

6. We must not neglect the spiritual gifts God has given us.  1 Tim 4:14  Do not neglect the spiritual gift 
within you, which was bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the 
presbytery. 

7. We in fact need to stir them up from time to time.  2 Tim 1:6-7  And for this reason I remind you to 
kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  For God has not given us 
a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 

8. Using our gifts to serve one another is part of the assignment God has given us, as stewards of 
this dispensation.  1 Cor 4:1   Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God.   
A. Being a good steward requires being above reproach.    Titus 1:7  For the overseer must be 

above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not 
pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 

B. It also requires trustworthiness.  1 Cor 4:2  In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards 
that one be found trustworthy. 

9. There are different qualities of stewards.  Luke 12:25-48  (which one are we?) 
 
Live to Glorify God = 4:11 
 
Whoever speaks, let him speak (elited command), as it were, the utterances (LOGION = 4x; of God; whoever 
serves, let him do so as by the strength (ISCHUOS = physical strength) which God supplies (Pres Act Ind 
CHOR8GEW = 2x; in classical Greek it meant to supply a chorus line or dance troupe; that which is 
needed so that “the show may go one”); so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belongs (PAI EIMI = is) the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

C.T. 4:11 =  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the oracles of God; whoever serves, let him 
do so, by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to Whom is the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Summary: 
1. Concerning the spiritual communication gifts, we are told to stay with the oracles God has given 

to us. 
A. Moses passed on God’s oracles.  Acts 7:37-38  "This is the Moses who said to the sons of 

Israel, 'God shall raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren.'  "This is the one who was 
in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on Mount 
Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to pass on to you. 

B. This is what the Jews were entrusted with.  Rom 3:1-2  Then what advantage has the Jew? 
Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  Great in every respect. First of all, that they were 
entrusted with the oracles of God. 

C. Oracles refer specifically to the inspired Word of God.  Heb 5:12  For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of 
the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

2. Concerning the service gifts we are to rely on the strength God supplies. 
A. We are to use the resources God has given us trusting Him to continue to supply.  2 Cor 

9:5-12  So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and 
arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a 
bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness.  Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also 
reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  Let each one do just as 
he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, 
you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave 
to the poor, His righteousness abides forever."  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food, will (fully) supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is 
producing thanksgiving to God.  For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 

B. He first supplies us by our connection to the Head of the Body, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Col 
2:18-19  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the 
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worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his 
fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being (fully) supplied 
and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 

C. Then He supplies us with the Holy Spirit.  Gal 3:5  Does He then, who provides (fully 
supplies) you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by 
hearing with faith? 

D. We are to use the spiritual grace supply we have been given so that we may fulfill the Two 
Great Commands.  2 Pet 1:5-9  Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 
(fully) supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your 
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if 
these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the 
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-
sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

E. Kingdom living will then be abundantly supplied.  2 Pet 1:10-11  Therefore, brethren, be all 
the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice 
these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

3. In context, the “all things” specifically includes the use of spiritual gifts. 
4. In the true Biblical use of spiritual gifts, God gets all the credit.  Cf 1 Cor 10:31 (prelude to Ch 12) 
 
Spiritual Gifts 
1. A Spiritual gift is a God-given ability to excel in a different area of service within the Body of 

Christ.  
2. It is different from a talent or human ability which comes with natural birth in that Jesus Christ 

established the gifts (Ephesians 4:11) and the Holy Spirit sovereignly distributes them at the 
moment of salvation (1 Corinthians 12:11,18) to the entire Body of Christ (Ephesians 2:20).  

3. It is important to realize that all gifts are to function in love (1 Corinthians 13) and that they are 
designed to serve others (1 Peter 4:10).  

4. The Apostle Paul made it clear in 1 Corinthians that even though they are spiritual gifts, given by 
the Holy Spirit, they can be used in a fleshly way to draw attention to oneself or to become 
arrogant (1 Corinthians 12). Spiritual gifts are to be used to build up the church, not to cause 
divisions and confusion (1 Corinthians 14:12,33). 

5. There are five places in the New Testament where spiritual gifts are mentioned by name. 1 
Corinthians 12:8-10,28; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11; Romans 12:6-8 

6. Spiritual gifts were given to the Church which began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  
A. Some gifts were designed to lay the foundation (Ephesians 2:20) so that the Church could 

begin, be built up and stabilized (1 Corinthians 14:40).   
B. These gifts were called “sign” gifts and were designed to evangelize the unbeliever and 

stabilize the new Believer (1 Corinthians 14:20-22) until Scripture for this new dispensation 
could be written.   

C. They were temporary and were not needed after they accomplished their necessary 
functions in the early church, so they disappeared (1 Corinthians 13:8-10). 

D. Other gifts were designed for the function of the Church after it passed the “infancy” stage 
(1 Corinthians 13:10-13) and therefore are permanent.  These involve gifts that 
communicate God’s Word and serve others (1 Peter 4:10-11). 

7. We are told that the gifts of “Prophecy,” “Languages,” and the “Word of Knowledge” will be done 
away when the “perfect” comes (1 Corinthians 13:8-10).   

8. Since those gifts will be done away, then “Distinguishing of spirits,” and “Interpretation of 
Languages” will also disappear because they function in union with the previously mentioned 
gifts.  Notice that all of these gifts concern communication.   

9. When the book of Revelation was written, prophecy was closed for the Church Age (Revelation 
22:18-19).  Therefore, the “perfect” must be the completed, God-breathed, inspired Word of God.  
No more new information was needed for the Church.  The teaching gifts then focused on the 
communication of what had been revealed through the written Word that became the New 
Testament. 

10. Revelation 21:14 indicates that there were only twelve apostles.  While it is clear that other people 
held a position that was called “apostle,” it did not mean that they possessed the gift (Galatians 
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1:19; the Lord’s brother was not one of the original twelve).  It is clear that this spiritual gift was 
also temporary. 

11. The gifts of “Healing” and “Miracles” were also temporary gifts as evidenced by their historical 
usage in the New Testament.   
A. God still can and does heal people and perform miracles, but not through a spiritual gift 

given to an individual.   
B. The Lord still answers prayer (James 5:16), but the function of the gift was based on the 

decision of the one possessing it.   
C. Those with the gift of healing could call on the Lord and healing would occur (Acts 3:6-8; 

5:12-16; 9:34).   
D. The gifts were used in the early Church to draw attention and authenticate the message of 

the resurrected Christ (Acts 8:1-8; 39; 13:4-12; 14:1-4; 19:11-12).   
E. The Believers’ love for one another is the mature way of drawing attention to the message 

of Jesus Christ (John 13:34-35). 
12. Summary of Temporary Gifts: 

A. The Word Of Knowledge.  1 Corinthians 12:8 was the supernatural utterance of direct 
information for the Church, not of a prophetic nature, which was to guide them until the 
New Testament was completed. 

B. Healing.  1 Corinthians 12:9,28 was the supernatural, immediate and total physical healing 
of individuals from various medical conditions. 

C. Miracles.  1 Corinthians 12:10,28 was the supernatural setting aside of the normal natural 
laws and was viewed in conjunction with healing and the casting out of demons (Acts 
19:11-12). 

D. Prophecy. 1 Corinthians 12:10,28; Romans 12:6; Ephesians 4:11 was the supernatural 
ability to foretell information in the Church concerning the near and distant future (Acts 
11:27-28). 

E. The Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits.  1 Corinthians 12:10 was  gift used to evaluate false 
teachers and false prophets (1 Corinthians 14:32).  

F. Tongues/Languages.  1 Corinthians 12:10,28 was the supernatural ability to speak a 
human language that had not been previously learned.  

G. Interpretation of Tongues/Languages.  1 Corinthians 12:10 was the supernatural ability to 
translate human languages that had not been previously learned. 

H. Apostle.  1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11 was a spiritual gift held by only twelve men 
(Revelation 21:14) who were handpicked by Christ Himself (Luke 6:13-16; Acts 9:15; 
Galatians 1:1). 

13. Permanent Gifts: 
A. The Word Of Wisdom.  1 Corinthians 12:8 refers to supernatural instructions given for the 

application of Church Age truth. 
B. The Gift of Faith.  1 Corinthians 12:9 is a supernaturally great trust in the Lord in the face 

of seemingly impossible situations (1 Corinthians 13:2 cf Acts 12:1-19). 
C. Teaching.  1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7 is the supernatural ability to excel in the 

communication of God’s Word to others. 
D. Helps.  1 Corinthians 12:28 refers to a gift that supernaturally assists the gifts of others. It 

functions in many different areas. One example would be in the collection or preparation 
of food to nourish others so that others could more fully pursue their specific gifts (Acts 
6:1-6). 

E. Administration.  1 Corinthians 12:28 is the supernatural ability to organize and oversee the 
resources that God has given to His Church. 

F. Serving.  Romans 12:7; 1 Peter 4:11 is the supernatural ability to carry out the physical 
functions of ministry in a practical manner. 

G. Exhortation.  Romans 12:8 is the supernatural ability to recognize and meet the need for 
encouragement within the Body of Christ. 

H. Giving.  Romans 12:8 is the supernatural ability to share one’s resources with others in a 
higher proportion than would be normally expected. It is unselfishness measured by 
generosity, not by the specific amount that is given but by the willful sharing of resources. 

I. Leading.  Romans 12:8 is the supernatural ability to guide and direct individuals in the 
accomplishment of the service of the Church. 

J. Mercy.  Romans 12:8 is the supernatural ability to recognize and get help for those in 
spiritual or physical need. 



 100
K. Evangelism.  Ephesians 4:11 is the supernatural ability to present the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to individuals or groups of people in ways they can clearly understand. 
L. Pastor-Teacher.  Ephesians 4:11 is the supernatural ability to shepherd God’s flock 

through teaching and applying His Word. 
14. To sum up spiritual gifts, be bound by God’s Word and function in His strength.  (means we 

function in love giving him all the glory) 
15. No one gift is more important than another.  It just has a different function.  1 Cor 12:12-27 
16. The viewpoint one has toward spiritual gifts should not be divisive within the Body of Christ, as 

the spiritual use of spiritual gifts will promote spiritual unity.  Eph 4 
17. Be Led by the Spirit to Love and Serve One Another. 
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1 Peter 4:12-19 

Exhortations Concerning Suffering 
Accept Testing 

 
AIntroduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
  
Don’t be Surprised by it = 4:12 
 
Beloved, do not be surprised (M8 + Pres Pass Imp ZENIDZW = to consider it strange; cf 4:4; translate: “Stop 
considering it strange) at the fiery ordeal among you (PURWSIS = 3x; Rev 18:9,18; a burning with the sense 
of refining as in 1:7, “even though being tested by fire”), which comes upon you for your testing 
(PEIRASMOS = tests with a beneficial purpose or effect), as though some strange thing were happening to 
you; 
 

C.T. 4:12 =  Beloved, stop considering it strange at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon 
you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 

 
Rejoice in it = 4:13 
 
but (ALLA = strong contrast with “being surprised”) to the degree (KATHO = kata + hos = in proportion to 
which; to the degree that) that you share (KOINONEW = to have fellowship with; share) the sufferings (of all 
kinds) of Christ, keep on rejoicing (Pres Act Imp CHAIRW = keep on rejoicing), so that also at the revelation of 
His glory (“unveiled hypostatic union) you may rejoice (Aor Pas Sub CHAIRW = have the potential) with 
exultation (Pres Mid Ptc AGALLIOW = cf 1:6,8; always used of rejoicing toward God) 
 

C.T. 4:13 =  but to the degree that you have fellowship with the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  

 
Summary: 
1. The normal Christian life involves difficult testing, so we must not view it as strange or unusual. 
2. To say that the Christian life would have no intense testing would be a strange teaching which 

should be avoided.  Heb 13:7-10  Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; 
and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today, yes and forever.  Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were thus occupied were not 
benefited.  We have an altar, from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

3. The “fiery ordeal” is a test of our faith.  1 Pet 1:6-8  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being 
more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 
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and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full 
of glory, 

4. The test of faith always regards the degree to which we will hang on to the object of our faith. 
5. The fiery test will reveal whether or not the service to one another (4:10-11) is genuine.  1 Cor 

3:12-15  Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and 
the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work which he has built upon it 
remains, he shall receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself 
shall be saved, yet so as through fire. 

6. Even though the test may be painful, the Christian has hope that rejoicing will be the result.  Heb 
12:1-2  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.   

7. The Christian also has hope that the test is a necessary part of the maturation process.  James 
1:2-4  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 

8. Endurance of the test of faith is designed to build our love and appreciation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Heb 12:3  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that 
you may not grow weary and lose heart. 

9. “Fellowship with the sufferings of Christ” means that we come to know from our own experience 
what the Lord went through for us. 

10. We will learn that “to the degree” we have received grace, so are we to dispense it.  2 Cor 8:9-12 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became 
poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.  And I give my opinion in this matter, for this is to 
your advantage, who were the first to begin a year ago not only to do this, but also to desire to do it.  But 
now finish doing it also; that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also the 
completion of it by your ability.  For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to (to the 
degree that) what a man has, not according to what he does not have. 

11. We will learn new depths of prayer as we face these tests.  Rom 8:26-27  And in the same way the 
Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as (to the degree that) we should, but 
the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts 
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

12. When the Lord returns, these fiery ordeals that have been endured for His Name’s sake, will be a 
cause for an even greater rejoicing.  

 
Accept the Blessing = 4:14 
 
If you are reviled (EI + Pres Ps Ind ONEIDIDZW = 1st class; assumes a premise as true; reproach/revile as 
Christ was on the cross {Mark 15:32}, to be “chewed out”, verbally blasted) for the name of Christ (the 
name above all names), you are blessed (no verb here, simply MAKARIOS = happy; due congratulations), 
because the Spirit of glory (The Glory = Jesus Christ) and of (the) God rests on you (Pres Mid Ind ANAPAUW 
= 12x; to cause to stop again, is resting upon you; indicating the opportunity to trust God in the 
circumstances.  
 

C.T. 4:14 =  If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of the 
Glory and of the God is resting upon you. 

 
Summary: 
1. Jesus taught this principle, but the key is “for His name.”  Matt 5:11-12  "Blessed are you when men 

cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  
"Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

2. There is a valid use of reproach for those who reject the Lord.  Matt 11:19-20  "The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax-
gatherers and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."  Then He began to reproach the cities in 
which most of His miracles were done, because they did not repent. 



 103
3. Jesus lived this principle.  Rom 15:3  For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The 

reproaches of those who reproached You fell upon Me." 
4. Moses lived this principle as part of the walk of faith.  Heb 11:24-26  By faith Moses, when he had 

grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

5. Wisdom is granted from God as to how to handle reproach when it happens.  James 1:5-6 
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 

6. Part of being mature is living so as to have no valid basis of reproach.  1 Tim 3:7  And he must have 
a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil. 

7. Those who spread His word will face this.  Heb 13:12-13  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify 
the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  Hence, let us go out to Him outside the 
camp, bearing His reproach. 

8. The potential for great spiritual blessing is there when we suffer as Christ did, bearing His 
reproach.  Matt 11:28-30  "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  
"Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest 
for your souls.  "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." 

9. Jesus Christ is “The Glory of God” and His attitude is resting upon you when you bear up under 
undeserved suffering.  Your relationship with Him will increase. 

10. The “Spirit of the God” is the Holy Spirit who is providing protection from spiritual harm. 
11. We must come to see the  incredible value in suffering for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Stay Righteous = 4:15 
 
By no means (M8 GAR = for let not; points out the importance of “for the name of Christ”; what follows are 
areas that it is not legitimate to suffer in) let any of you (Peter is addressing believers) suffer (3S Pres Act 
Imp PASCHW = command) as (HWS = similar to; introduces not just the literal/physical uses of the word 
but also the spiritual meanings) a murderer (PHONEUS = one who takes another’s life), or thief (KLEPT8S = 
16x; to steal, desire to have what another has, envy, jealousy), or evildoer (KAKOPOIOS = 5x; one involved 
in evil of any kind), or (HWS = as; sets this last one apart) a troublesome meddler (ALLOTRIEPISKOPOS = 
1x; belonging to another overseer of the same kind; legal term for a charge brought against Christians, as 
being hostile to civilized society, their purpose being to make Gentiles conform to Christian standards, 
one who violates another’s sphere of authority; agitator); 
 

C.T. 4:15 = For let not any of you suffer as a murderer or thief or evildoer or as an agitator. 
 
Summary: 
1. Peter lists some areas of deserved suffering and says to avoid such things. 
2. We are not to be involved in murder. 

A. Murder includes not just taking of another’s physical life but unjust anger toward another.  
Matt 5:21-22  "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 
'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  "But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 
'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty 
enough to go into the fiery hell. 

B. Murder is a lack of love.  Rom 13:9-10  For this, "You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is 
summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

C. Murder is a result of lust and envy.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts 
among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust and do 
not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
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D. We are free so we do not have to “murder” anyone, in any way.  James 2:10-13  For 

whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  For He 
who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  So speak 
and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  For judgment will be merciless to 
one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

3. We are not to be thieves. 
A. Stealing is taking from another’s resources without their permission.  (If it is due them, it is 

theirs although not in their possession, withholding wages, robbing of time, etc.) 
B. The thief’s motives are not just to steal, but to kill and destroy another person.  John 10:9-

11  "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.  "The thief comes only to steal, and kill (wipe out another person’s life), and 
destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.  "I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 

C. Those who use God’s sheep for their own gain are thieves.  John 10:1  "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, 
he is a thief and a robber. 

D. Anyone involved in any kind of theft should cease.  Eph 4:28  Let him who steals steal no 
longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may 
have something to share with him who has need. 

E. Thieves lose their inheritance in the kingdom of God.   1 Cor 6:9-10  Or do you not know that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

F. Protect yourself against thieves.  Matt 6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  "But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

4. We are not to be involved in any form of evil. 
A. In context, evildoers consist of those who are involved in violation of the laws of the land.  

1 Pet 2:12-15  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which 
they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, 
glorify God in the day of visitation.  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human 
institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.  For such is the will of God that by 
doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

 B. Evil is anything that is contrary to God’s standards. 
C. So an “evildoer” is one who thinks, acts or speaks in a manner that is contrary to God’s 

standards. 
D. It can include acts committed as well as acts omitted. 
E. It involves issues of honor. 

5. We are not to be an agitator. 
A. This focuses primarily on those who make issues out of the forms being used and try to 

impose them on others. 
B. It involves religiously stirring things up in a religious manner. 
C. It is the attack of the legalists upon society. 

6. Suffering brought from violations of these principles is deserved. 
 
Don’t be Ashamed of Suffering = 4:16 
 
but if anyone suffers as a Christian (CHRISTIANOS = 3x; Acts 11:26 where the title was first given at 
Antioch; Acts 26:28 where Agrippa tells Paul that he is about to persuade him to become a Christian; 
often in the course of history a title of derision), he is not to be ashamed (M8 + 3S Pres Mid Imp AISCHUNW 
= to feel ashamed, lacking, guilty; let him not feel ashamed), but is to glorify God in this name (3S Pres Imp 
DOXADXW = let him glorify the God in this name).  
 

C.T. 4:16 =  but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but let him glorify God 
in this name. 
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Summary: 
1. If we suffer for the name of Christ, let us glorify God. 
2. Let us not feel ashamed as though we are lacking something or guilty of anything. 
3. It is our nature to not want to be found lacking or guilty in anything, so when people attack our 

Christianity as “lacking,” it hurts.  Heb 12:2  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, 
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

4. One who is led by their own selfish desires will glory in their shame.  Phil 3:15-21  Let us therefore, 
as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal 
that also to you; however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  Brethren, 
join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.  For 
many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross 
of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
set their minds on earthly things.  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the 
body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself. 

5. A lack of boldness for the cause of Christ will bring a sense of shame.  Phil 1:15-21  Some, to be 
sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; the latter do it out of 
love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  What then? 
Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I 
will rejoice.  For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision 
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to 
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, 
whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

6. To grow up requires putting our shameful things behind us.  2 Cor 4:1-2  Therefore, since we have 
this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of 
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

7. Fellowship with the world (i.e. feeling ashamed of being called Christian) will lead to being 
ashamed when Jesus returns.  I Jn 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He 
appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 
 

Christians Face Judgment First = 4:17 
 
For (HOTI = because; gives reason for the command to not be ashamed) it is time for judgment to begin 
(KAIROS = a time indicating the season or events surrounding that time frame; + d.a. + Aor Mid Inf 
ARCHW = a time of the beginning + KRIMA = resulting judgment; of the resulting judgment {is}) with the 
household of God (APO + Gen OIKOS = from the house of God); and if it begins with us first (1st class = and it 
does; thus “since it begins”), what will be the outcome (TELOS = end) for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God?  
 

C.T. 4:17 =  because a time of the beginning of the resulting judgment is from the house of God; 
and since it begins with us first, what will be the end for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 

 
Non-Christians are in Deep Trouble = 4:18 
 
AND IF (1st class) IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF 
THE GODLESS MAN AND (even) THE SINNER?  (quotation of Proverbs 11:31) 
 

C.T. 4:18 =  and if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless 
man even sinner? 

 
Summary: 
1. The church will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Cor 5:10 
2. The judgment will include how we handled suffering. 
3. All of the human good will be removed and the divine good will remain.  1 Cor 3:10-16 
4. Some will stand there in shame.  1 John 2:28 
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5. Discipline will come upon individuals in the church in time.  Heb 12:6 
6. Peter is pointing out that even though we are loved and not eternally condemned (Rom 8:1), we as 

Christians face a judgment. 
7. And if we face judgment, what of those who do not accept the Lord Jesus Christ?  They will stand 

in front of the Great White Throne.  Rev 20:11-15; 2 Pet 3:7  But the present heavens and earth by His 
word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

8. Descriptions of an ungodly person: 
A. One who violates moral law.  1 Tim 1:8-10  But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it 

lawfully, realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous man, but for those who are lawless 
and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their 
fathers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars 
and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching,  2 Pet 2:4-6  For if God did not 
spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, 
reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of 
righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and if 
He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, 
having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter; 

B. Those who abuse the grace of God.  Jude 1:4  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 
those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn 
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

C. Those who speak against God.  Jude 1:14-15  And about these also Enoch, in the seventh 
generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His 
holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against Him." 

9. There is hope for the ungodly in what Christ does for all of us and gives us His righteousness as a 
ticket into heaven.  Rom 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,  Rom 5:6-8  For while we were still helpless, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the 
good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
Trust God = 4:19 
 
Therefore (HWSTE = conclusion based on V12-18), let those also who suffer according to the will (THEL8MA) 
of God entrust (3PL Pres Ps Imp PARATITH8MI = place beside, entrust; a command and an exhortation) 
their souls (PSUCH8 = the immaterial part of man, the real you where decisions are made) to a faithful 
Creator in doing what is right (AGATHOPOIOS = doing good, the opposite of doing evil).  
 

C.T. 4:19 =  Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to 
a faithful Creator in doing good. 

 
Summary: 
1. Life is an issue of faith, so the merit is in the object. 
2. If our faith is in our faithful Creator, and thus suffering comes as a result of His will, then we can 

endure whatever suffering we face. 
3. To “entrust” ourselves to God means that we place ourselves beside Him. 
4. We then are next to the Omnipotent, Omniscient, Loving God. 
5. In context, do what is right: 
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1 Peter 5:1-5 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering 

Be Humble 
 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
 5. Be Humble.  5:1-5 
  
An Exhortation to the Mature = 5:1 
 
Therefore (OUN = major conclusion drawn from 4:17; time for judgment…), I exhort (Pres Act Ind 
PARAKALEW = urging them to come alongside) the elders (PRESBUTEROS = 67x; this word is a 
comparative by form; an old man, an elder; the advanced ones in comparison to the others; he is giving 
out some “meat” designed for those accustomed to it; the more spiritually mature) among you, as your 
fellow elder (SUMPRESBUTEROS = 1x; he is still an apostle {1:1}, but he addresses them as an equal, not 
an authority) and (G-S rule; even witness; he is including in the concept of “elder” one who has suffered 
for the cause of Christ) witness of the sufferings of Christ (an eyewitness to what Christ went through; and 
one who has experienced undeserved suffering for the cause of Christ), and a partaker (KOINWNOS = to 
fellowship or partake) also of the glory that is to be revealed,  
 

C.T. 5:1 =  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow-elder even witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter is encouraging those who have suffered for the cause of Christ to walk alongside him. 
2. Undeserved suffering that is recognized, endured and used to draw closer to Christ, brings one 

out of spiritual babyhood. 
3. Since that person has grown out of babyhood, spiritually speaking, they are comparatively older 

than they once were, and thus fulfill the qualities required by the word “presbuteros.”  
(comparative degree of presbus, not used in NT) 

4. Peter is still an apostle but does not make this an issue of authority. 
5. The exhortation comes from three positions: 
 A. A Fellow-Elder. Cf 2 Jn 1; 3 Jn 1 
 B. A Witness of Christ’s Sufferings. 
 C. A Partaker of the Coming Glory. 
6. There is a spiritual office called “Elder.”  Acts 14:23  And when they had appointed elders for them in 

every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  
 A. They are also called “Overseers.”  Titus 1:5,7 
 B. And are also called “Pastors.”  Acts 20:17,28; 1 Peter 5:1,2 
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C. Thus, leaders (overseers) in the church are to be spiritually advanced (elder) and 

caretakers of the flock (pastor). 
D. The title is never as important to God as the function. 

7. Spiritually advanced Believers, those who are being transformed into the image of Christ, have 
responsibilities in the Church whether or not they hold office. 

8. The “Elders”: 
A. Establish tradition.  Matt 15:2  "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? 

For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread." 
B. Are called upon to resolve theological conflicts.  Acts 15:2  And when Paul and Barnabas 

had great dissension and debate with them, {the brethren} determined that Paul and Barnabas 
and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this 
issue.  

C. Are entrusted with guarding God’s flock.  Acts 20:17  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus 
and called to him the elders of the church.  Acts 20:28-30  "Be on guard for yourselves and for 
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood.  "I know that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

D. Are to be “above reproach.”  Titus 1:5-6  For this reason I left you in Crete, that you might set 
in order what remains, and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any man be 
above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation 
or rebellion. 

E. Are to be leaders in prayer.  James 5:14  Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders 
of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 

F. Are not to be sharply rebuked.  1 Tim 5:1-2  Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather 
appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, and the 
younger women as sisters, in all purity. 

G. Are to be honored.  1 Tim 5:17  Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 

H. Are not to be accused with groundless facts.  1 Tim 5:19-20  Do not receive an accusation 
against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.  Those who continue in sin, 
rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also may be fearful of sinning. 

9. We should want a “plurality of elders” in the Church functioning in leadership positions, 
shepherding the flock of God.  (By the way, one person cannot do it.  Cf Eph 4:12) 

10. Anyone can “walk beside” Peter as an elder without ever holding the office. 
 
Shepherd the Flock = 5:2 
 
shepherd (Aor Act Imp POIMAINW = 11x; Aor. = never let down; Act. = initiate; Imp. = if you are an “elder” 
then this command applies to you) the flock (POIMNION = 5x; little flock) of God (whose flock it is must 
never be forgotten) among you (within your sphere of influence), not under compulsion (M8 + adv. 
ANAGKASTWS = 1x; without compulsion; not forced), but voluntarily (ALLA + EKOUSIWS = 2x; Heb 10:26 
of one who willfully continues in sin), according to the will of God (KATA = according to the standard of); 
and not for sordid gain (adv. AISCHROKERDWS = 1x; noun 3x; 1 Tim 3:3,8; Tt 1:7; dishonorable gain), but 
with eagerness (PROTHUMWS = a ready mind, willing eagerness);  
 
Be an Example = 5:3 
 
nor yet as lording it over (Pres Act Ptc KATAKURIEUW = 4x; used in Matt 20:25 & Mk 10:42 as characteristic 
of Gentile leaders; Acts 19:16 of demons who overpowered the sons of the Jewish high priest; indicates 
to gain dominion over by putting down {kata}) those allotted to your charge (one word, KL8ROS = 13x; the 
allotments), but (ALLA = the 3rd strong contrast in this section) proving to be (Pres Act Ptc GINOMAI = 
becoming) examples (TUPOS = a type or example; a pattern of behavior, based on the Word that can be 
imitated) to the flock (little flock).  
 

C.T. 5:3 =  nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge but becoming examples to the 
little flock. 
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Summary: 
1. The crux of the exhortation is to shepherd those under your charge. 
2. This means to fulfill the charge given in John 21:15-17. 
3. Peter gives three proofs of true shepherding: 
 A. Voluntary submission to God’s standards. 
 B. Pure motives.  (not for dishonorable gain; 1 Tim 6:10) 
 C. A servant’s heart.  (example) 
4. He also gives three tests of false shepherds: 
 A. Forced into the role. 
 B. Selfish motives.  (FFPP) 
 C. Abuse of authority.   
5. He is saying that one who grows spiritually is to be a shepherd and  be conformed to the image of 

Christ, living life like He did.  Php 2:5-8 
 A. Sacrificial.  Submitting to God’s standards. 
 B. Unselfish.  Pure motives. 
 C. Humble.  A servant’s heart. 
6. Be an example of sacrifice, humility and unselfishness. 
7. Live a life that: 
 A. Loves God and others. 

B. Is above reproach.  1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9 
 C. Has Honor and integrity. 
 D. Adheres to the One Another Principles. 
 E. Is Gentle.  2 Tim 2:24-26 
 F. Is Moral.  1 Tim 1:8-10 
 G. Is not in a quest for fame, fortune, power or pleasure. 
8. To “lord it over” means to abuse one’s authority for self-serving objectives. 
9. False shepherds who hold church offices and do not repent are to be rebuked in the presence of 

all.  1 Tim 5:19-20 
10. False shepherds who hold church offices are divisive to the Body of Christ and should be 

removed from their positions.  Titus 3:10-11 
 
Your Reward = 5:4 
 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears (Aor Ps Ptc PHANEROW = to be manifested indicating exposure of 
one’s true character + ARCHIPOIM8N = 1x; in 1:20 Peter says the 1st Advent is a manifestation of the 
Lord and now refers to the Rapture), you will receive (Fut Mid Ind KOMIDZW = receive what is due, “paid”) 
the unfading crown of glory (HAMARANTINOS = 1x; word means composed of amaranthe, an unfading 
flower referred to in 1:4 + STEPHANOS = a wreath, award, crown). 
 

C.T. 5:4 =  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
 
Summary: 
1. This crown is promised to those elders who truly shepherd those placed under their influence by 

the Chief Shepherd. 
2. It will be awarded after the Rapture at the Judgment Seat of Christ.   

2 Cor 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be 
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.   

3. The crown is viewed as a “wage” that has been earned for service to the Lord.  Eph 6:7-8 
With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one 
does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 

4. Thus the distribution of crowns is an display of God’s gracious justice.  Heb 6:10  For God is not 
unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having 
ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  

5. The Lord will “pay” and “give bonuses to” those who “work” for Him.  Col 3:23-25  Whatever you 
do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive 
the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 

6. It is another reason to love Him and rejoice and be delivered from the emptiness of soul that 
causes such pain in life.  1 Pet 1:8-9  and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though 
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you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

7. God’s grace not only “pays” our eternal “wages” but goes above and beyond.  Heb 11:37-40 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they 
went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was 
not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.  And all these, 
having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had 
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

8. These “crowns” we receive have eternal consequences.  1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those 
who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  And 
everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a 
perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.  Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in 
such a way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have 
preached to others, I myself should be disqualified. 

9. Our crowns are only possible because Jesus first wore a crown of thorns.  John 19:1-5  Then 
Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him.  And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on 
His head, and arrayed Him in a purple robe; and they began to come up to Him, and say, "Hail, King of 
the Jews!" and to give Him blows in the face.  And Pilate came out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am 
bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no guilt in Him."  Jesus therefore came out, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold, the Man!" 

10. Those you have beneficially influenced for the cause of Christ will be your “crown of rejoicing.”  
1Thes 2:19-20  For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy.  

11. Crowns available: 
A. The Crown of Righteousness for those who love the appearing of Jesus Christ. 2 Tim 4:6-8 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to 
me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

B. The Crown of Life for those who persevere in their love for the Lord.  James 1:12  Blessed 
is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  Rev 2:10  'Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

C. The Crown of Glory for those who truly shepherd those allotted to their charge.  1 Pet 5:4 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

12. Crowns can be lost when the requirements are not met.  Rev 3:11  'I am coming quickly; hold fast 
what you have, in order that no one take your crown. 

13. One day our crowns will be cast at the Lord’s feet.  Rev 4:10 
14. It does not mean that they are insignificant or unimportant, but rather that in the eternal 

perspective, in heaven, in the presence of the Lamb, they are overshadowed. 
 
An Exhortation to Teenagers = 5:5  (Prov 3:34) 
 
You younger men (NEWTEROS = spiritually younger than the elders), likewise, be subject to your (not in text) 
elders (Aor Ps Imp HUPOTASSW = submit yourselves; arrange yourself in order under); and all of you 
(includes elders and the young), clothe yourselves (Aor Mid Imp EGKOMBAOMAI = 1x; to gird yourself with 
something; the noun form referred to girding yourself with the white scarf or apron that was used to 
distinguish slaves from free men) with humility (TAPEINOPHROSUN8 = 7x; humbleness of mind) toward 
one another, for (HOTI = because; tells us why) GOD IS OPPOSED (Pres Mid Ind ANTITASSW = ordering 
himself against; keeps opposing) TO THE PROUD (HUPER8PHANOS = 5x; to manifest oneself above 
others, be pre-eminent), BUT GIVES GRACE (Pres Act Ind DIDWMI = keeps giving + CHARIS = grace) TO 
THE HUMBLE (TAPEINOS = 8x; those who are humble-minded). 
 

C.T. 5:5 =  You younger men, likewise, submit yourselves to elders; and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humbleness of mind toward one another, for God keeps opposing the proud, but 
keeps giving grace to the humble. 
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Summary: 
1. Peter encourages the younger men in the group to show respect to the older men. 
2. It involves letting them mentor you.  2 Tim 2:2 
3. The same principle is taught for women.  Titus 2:3-5  Older women likewise are to be reverent in their 

behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, that they may 
encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers 
at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored. 

4. This involves humility not commonly associated with youth. 
5. To “clothe oneself” means that we take on the attitude of a bondslave, meaning we are and we do 

because of the greatness of the Master. 
6. “Clothing oneself” refers to our volition meeting God’s desire. 
7. The humility is to be directed first toward one another.  1 Pet 5:5 
8. The reason is that those who are proud are taking on God Himself.  Prv 3:34 
9. The humbleness of mind was modeled by Paul while continuing his ministry in the face of 

opposition.  Acts 20:18-20  And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know, 
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all 
humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not 
shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to 
house, 

10. Clothing ourselves with this humbleness of mind is part of walking in a manner worthy of our 
calling.  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing 
forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  

11. It is a matter of the heart.  Col 3:12-15  And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one 
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, 
so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

12. There is a pseudo humbleness of mind: 
A. Which is an appearance without the connection to the Head.  Col 2:18-19  Let no one keep 

defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, 
taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not 
holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the 
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 

B. Which is grounded in legalism.  Col 2:20-23  If you have died with Christ to the elementary 
principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, 
such as,  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" (which all refer to things destined to perish 
with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  These are 
matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

13. To “clothe yourself” with this humility, begin viewing others as more important than yourself.  Phil 
2:3-4  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one 
another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others. 

14. Want more grace? 
 

C.T. 5:1 =  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow-elder even witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed. 
C.T. 5:2 =  shepherd the little flock of God among you, not under compulsion but voluntarily 
according to the standard of God; and not for dishonorable gain, but with willing eagerness;  
C.T. 5:3 =  nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge but becoming examples to the 
little flock. 
C.T. 5:4 =  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 
C.T. 5:5 =  You younger men, likewise, submit yourselves to elders; and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humbleness of mind toward one another, for God keeps opposing the proud, but 
keeps giving grace to the humble. 
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1 Peter 5:6-11 

Exhortations Concerning Suffering 
Resist the Devil 

Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 
 6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
 5. Be Humble.  5:1-5 
 6. Resist the Devil.  5:6-11 
  
Humble Yourself = 5:6 

 
Humble yourselves (Aor Ps Imp TAPEINOW = 14x; to make low; differs from the word above “humbleness 
of mind” in that the first involves an attitude, while this involves an action; i.e. all of you, old, young etc.), 
therefore (OUN = drawing a conclusion from “God is opposed to the proud…) under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you (Aor Act Subj. HUPSOW = exalt, raise you up) at the proper time, 
 

C.T. 5:6 =  Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at 
the proper time.  

 
Summary: 
(Peter is drawing a conclusion from Prov 3:34.) 
1. Lack of humility is arrogance which God is opposed to, so we need to humble ourselves. 
2. Jesus is the definition of and example of true humility.  Phil 2:8-11  And being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

3. True Humility begins and ends with a childlike faith.  Matt 18:1-4  At that time the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  And He called a child to Himself and set 
him before them, and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

4. True Humility is a submission to God, so arrogance is a lack of submission to God.  James 4:6-10 
But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble."  Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and He 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Be 
miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.  
Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

5. True Humility not only associates with those of lower social status and intellect, it loves them 
unhypocritically.  Rom 12:16 cf 12:9  Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in 
mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 
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6. True Humility has a servant’s heart.  Matt 23:11-12  "But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  

"And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 
7. True Humility abounds in contentment concerning the things of this world.  Phil 4:12-13  I know 

how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and 
suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

8. True Humility is to be an integral part of a teacher’s heart.  Matt 11:29-30  "Take My yoke upon you, 
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  "For My 
yoke is easy, and My load is light." 

9. God brings comfort to the humble.  2 Cor 7:6  But God, who comforts the depressed (humble), 
comforted us by the coming of Titus; 

10. Carnal people try to take advantage of the humble.  2 Cor 11:6-7  But even if I am unskilled in speech, 
yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.  Or did I 
commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you 
without charge? 

11. To humble yourself cannot be done without God.  (It is where your volition and God’s pottery work 
meet) 

12. Pride is a characteristic of an unbeliever, so it should not be part of the Christian witness.  Rom 
1:28-32  And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 
greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who 
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to 
those who practice them. 

13. Pride is a characteristic of the last days.  2 Tim 3:1-5  But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient 
to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, 
haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to 
a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.  

 
Give Him all your Pressures = 5:7 
 
casting (Aor Act Ptc EPIRIPTW = 2x; Luke 19:35 of the disciples casting their garments upon the donkey; 
antecedent action to “humble yourselves” thus a prerequisite, having cast) all your anxiety (MERIMNA = to 
draw in all directions, used in Mark 4:19 in Parable of Sower of those who are taken off course by the 
distractions of the world) on Him, because He cares for you (Pres Impersonal MELW = it matters to Him 
concerning you). 
 

C.T. 5:7 =  having cast all your anxiety upon Him, because it matters to Him concerning you.  
 
Summary: 
1. Don’t be arrogant and try to carry the pressures of life by yourself. 
2. The pressures of life, if left unchecked, can destroy our fruit.  Matt 13:22  "And the one on whom 

seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

3. There are valid pressures of life that we should accept and commit to prayer.   
A. Concern for the churches.  2 Cor 11:28-30  Apart from such external things, there is the daily 

pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.  Who is weak without my being weak? Who is 
led into sin without my intense concern?  If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my 
weakness. 

B. Concern for one another.  1 Cor 12:25  that there should be no division in the body, but that the 
members should have the same care for one another. 

4. The normal pressures of life and living in this world must be put in their proper perspective.   Matt 
6:25-34 
25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you 

shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
than clothing? 
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26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 
27 "And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span? 
28 "And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not 

toil nor do they spin, 
29 yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 
30 "But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

furnace, will He not much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 
31 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what 

shall we clothe ourselves?' 
32 "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all 

these things. 
33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 
34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough 

trouble of its own. 
5. Our desire for a closer relationship with the Lord should take precedence over the pressures of 

life.  Luke 10:41-42  But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
bothered about so many things; but only a few things are necessary, really only one, for Mary has chosen 
the good part, which shall not be taken away from her." 

6. We are not to be anxious about doing the Lord’s will, but are instead to trust the Holy Spirit.  Luke 
12:11-12  "And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not 
become anxious about how or what you should speak in your defense, or what you should say; for the 
Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say." 

7. The pressures of life can keep us from being prepared to meet our Lord, so they are dangerous to 
our spiritual life.  Luke 21:33-35  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.  
"Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on 
the face of all the earth. 

8. Pressure is best handled with prayer.  Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

9. Giving it all to Him doesn’t mean we don’t ever think about it or lose our concern, but rather that 
we have faith that He will work it all together for good.   

10. The struggle is really a faith struggle as to whether or not we trust Him. 
11. Try to: 
 A. Check for pressure. 
 B. Identify the pressure. 
 C. Cast it upon the One who can carry it. 
 D. Keep casting it until it stays there. 
 
Be Sober and Alert = 5:8 
 
Be of sober spirit (Aor Act Imp N8PHW = 6x; 3rd use in 1 Pet. Cf 1:13; 4:7; Be spiritually sober), be on the 
alert (Aor Act Imp GR8GOREW = spiritually awake). Your adversary (HO ANTIDIKOS = 5x; an opponent in a 
lawsuit), the devil (DIABOLOS = 38x; an accuser, slanderer), prowls around (Pres Act Ind PERIPATEW = is 
walking around) like a roaring lion, seeking (Pres Act Ptc Z8TEW = seeking) someone to devour (Aor Act Inf 
KATAPINW = 7x; to drink down).  
 

C.T. 5:8 =  Be spiritually sober, be spiritually awake.  Your adversary, the Devil, is walking around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to drink down. 

 
1. Lions don’t roar before they grab their pray, they roar after the kill. 
2. Yet, the Devil is said to be “roaring” while he is on the prowl. 
3. This means that his signs are evident if you are alert and sober. 
4. Those spiritually asleep and spiritually intoxicated are easy prey. 
5. Spiritual alertness and spiritual sobriety are grounded in faith, hope and love.  1Thes 5:4-11 

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of 
light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us 
be alert and sober.  For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at 
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night.  But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as 
a helmet, the hope of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live 
together with Him.  Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are 
doing. 

6. Spiritual sobriety: 
A. Is necessary to fulfill one’s ministry.  2 Tim 4:1-5  I solemnly charge you in the presence of 

God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance 
to their own desires;  and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.  But 
you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

B. Is achieved by preparing to stand in front of the Lord.  1 Pet 1:13-16  Therefore, gird your 
minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts 
which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves 
also in all your behavior; because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

C. Is necessary for prayer.  1 Pet 4:7-10  The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound 
judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one 
another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint.  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

7. Spiritual alertness:  
A. Begins with salvation.  Matt 25:11-13  "And later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, 

lord, open up for us.'  "But he answered and said, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.'  "Be on 
the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 

B. Is interconnected with prayer.  Col 4:2  Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving; 

C. Is required in the battle with the flesh.  Matt 26:38-41  Then He said to them, "My soul is 
deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me."  And He went a little 
beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will."  And He came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping, and said to Peter, "So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  "Keep 
watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." 

D. Is grounded in love.  1 Cor 16:13-14  Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 
strong.  Let all that you do be done in love. 

E. Requires that ritual be replaced with reality.  Rev 3:1-3  "And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your 
deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  'Wake up, and strengthen the 
things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the 
sight of My God.  'Remember therefore what you have received and heard; and keep it, and 
repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come upon you. 

F. Means that one is ready for the return of the Master.  Matt 24:41-44  "Two women will be 
grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.  "Therefore be on the alert, for you do 
not know which day your Lord is coming.  "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had 
known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would 
not have allowed his house to be broken into.  "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. 

G. Looks out for wolves.  Acts 20:29-31  "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  "Therefore be on the alert, remembering 
that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 

8. Satan “drinks you down” by getting you to swallow his legalistic system.  Matt 23:23-24  "Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should 
have done without neglecting the others.  "You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 
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9. We will drink from something, so let us drink of the living water. 

A. Death itself ends up in victory.  1 Cor 15:53-58  For this perishable must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  But when this perishable will have put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that 
is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.  "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?"  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the 
Lord. 

B. And the mortal is engulfed by true life.  2 Cor 5:4  For indeed while we are in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

10. Let the Lord, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Rev 5:5) stand with you and be delivered out of the 
devil’s mouth.  2 Tim 4:16-17  (in context is arrogance, abuse of authority, anxiety)  At my first defense 
no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.  But the Lord stood with 
me, and strengthened me, in order that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth. 

 
Resist the Devil = 5:9 
 
But resist (Aor Act Imp ANTHIST8MI = stand against, 14x; compare 5:5 God is antitassw against 
arrogance; we are not to try to “arrange ourselves in order” against Satan, but simply to stand {by faith}) 
him, firm (STEREOS = solid, built on a foundation) in your faith (in the faith), knowing that the same 
experiences of suffering (kinds of sufferings) are being accomplished (Pres Ps Inf EPITELEW = end upon, 
accomplished) by your brethren who are in the world.  
 

C.T. 5:9 =  But stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kinds of sufferings are 
being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

 
1. In context, there is no way to resist him while in arrogance.  In fact, arrogance is evidence of a 

casualty. 
2. The Devil wants to consume you with Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure. 
3. First we must decide whom we are going to serve-God or Satan.  James 4:6-7  But He gives a 

greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  Submit 
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

4. To resist Satan we must put on the full armor of God.  Eph 6:12-13  For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of 
God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

5. To continue to stand against him requires that we become “solid” in the faith which requires 
training.  Heb 5:12-14  (true faith is always related to the object and not the knowledge)  For though by 
this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 
principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who 
partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is 
for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

6. The Father will complete what He began in you.  Phil 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
A. He will complete us by the Holy Spirit.  Gal 3:3  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 

Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
B. This completion should be our desire.  2 Cor 7:1  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, 

let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. 

7. Let us stand on the firm foundation of God, our salvation.  2 Tim 2:19  Nevertheless, the firm 
foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who 
names the name of the Lord abstain from wickedness." 

8. Let us realize that there are Christians who will oppose the truth, who hold to a form of godliness 
but deny its power, who will bring suffering to the Body of Christ.  2 Tim 3:6-8  For among them are 
those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various 
impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  And just as Jannes and 
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Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, rejected as 
regards the faith. 

9. Where there is undeserved suffering: 
A. Don’t be surprised when it occurs.  1 Pet 4:12-13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 

ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were 
happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so 
that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 

B. Look to the Lord’s example.  Heb 2:9-10   But we do see Him who has been made for a little 
while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory 
and honor, that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  For it was fitting for Him, 
for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to 
perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 

C. Put it in perspective.  Rom 8:18-19  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the anxious longing of 
the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 

D. Crucify it.  Gal 5:24-26  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions (sufferings) and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us 
not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. 

E. Accept God’s comfort.  2 Cor 1:5-7  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, 
so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and 
salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of 
the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that 
as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort. 

F. Realize the benefits.  Phil 3:8-10  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a 
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him, and the power 
of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 

G. Rejoice when it benefits others.  Col 1:24  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in 
my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is 
lacking in Christ's afflictions. 

H. Watch the Lord’s deliverances.  2 Tim 3:10-13  But you followed my teaching, conduct, 
purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to 
me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord 
delivered me!  And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  But evil 
men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

10. Victory over Satan in your personal life is possible. 
 
Four Results of Undeserved Suffering = 5:10 
 
After you have suffered for a little while (OLIGOS = a vapor), the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect (Fut Act Ind KATARTIDZW = 13x; used for mending nets; means to repair 
based on a standard), confirm (FAI ST8RIDZW = 13x; that which acts as a support for something else; 
confirm through support), strengthen (FAI ASTHENOW = 1x; a classical Greek military term; strengthen for 
war, physically and morally) and establish you (FAI THEMELIOW = 16x; lay and orderly foundation). 
 

C.T. 5:10 =  After you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His 
eternal glory in Christ, will Himself repair, support, strengthen you for war and lay a foundation 
with you. 

 
He is Worthy of Worship = 5:11 
 
To Him be dominion (TO KRATOS = is the power/dominion) forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 C.T. 5:11 = To Him is the dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Summary: 
1. Suffering is part of the Christian life, and it can bring some marvelous results. 
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2. Our gracious God will repair us, like a fisherman does his nets.   

Matt 4:21  (fills the holes-so that we can catch some fish) 
A. God “repaired” the heavens and earth so that man might have a habitat.  Heb 11:3 

By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared (repaired) by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 

B. He wants us to be like Him.  Luke 6:39-41  And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man 
cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?  "A pupil is not above his 
teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.  "And why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 

C. Hopefully it is something we want.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, 
be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

D. Sin opens a hole that others may have to help heal through confrontation and grace.  Gal 
6:1-5  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.  Bear one 
another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have 
reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  For each one shall 
bear his own load. 

E. Believers may need repair to their faith.  1Thes 3:9-10  For what thanks can we render to God 
for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, as we night 
and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is 
lacking in your faith? 

F. We get repaired so that we may do His will.  Heb 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, who 
brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal 
covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip (repair) you in every good thing to do His will, working in 
us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

G. When we are repaired, then unity can exist in the Body.  1 Cor 1:10  Now I exhort you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions 
among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

3. Our gracious God will not only repair us but support us as well, making us strong in His grace. 
A. Support begins with the Good News.  Rom 16:25-27  Now to Him who is able to establish you 

according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the 
Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made 
known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 
be the glory forever. Amen. 

B. It is continued through the love and comfort of God.  II Th 2:16-17  Now may our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good 
hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word. 

C. It is grounded in the truth.  2 Pet 1:12  Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of 
these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which 
is present with you. 

D. The truth is that He is faithful to support us.  II Th 3:3  But the Lord is faithful, and He will 
strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 

E. Are we willing to accept His support?  James 5:8  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

F. Love for others becomes the support that gets us ready to stand in front of the Lord 
unblamable.  1Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct 
our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and 
for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

G. Those “repaired” are left to support others.  Luke 22:31-32  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not 
fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 

H. Those who help support others will be encouraged.  Rom 1:11-12  For I long to see you in 
order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; that is, that I may 
be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and 
mine. 
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I. Good leadership sees the need for support and seeks to fill it.  1Thes 3:1-2  Therefore when 

we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone; and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you as to your faith, 

4. Our gracious God will not only repair and support us, but also prepare us for war. 
 A. We must prepare for war against Satan and his forces.  Eph 6:10-12 

B. We must prepare for the war in our own souls.  Rom 7:22-25  For I joyfully concur with the 
law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war 
against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  
Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the 
law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin. 

C. We must prepare for war against our own fleshly lusts.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of 
quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your 
members?  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot 
obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You 
adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

D. We must take the weapons of this warfare from God.  2 Cor 10:3-6  For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 
but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every 
lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is 
complete. 

E. How the war is waged is important to our Christian witness.  1 Pet 2:11-12  Beloved, I urge 
you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul.  Keep 
your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as 
evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day 
of visitation. 

F. The war is an issue of faith and a good conscience.  1 Tim 1:18-19  This command I entrust 
to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that 
by them you may fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have 
rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 

G. Preparation for this war requires a complete readiness to serve the Master.  2 Tim 2:4  No 
soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the 
one who enlisted him as a soldier. 

5. Our gracious God will not only repair, support, and prepare us for war, He will lay a foundation 
with us. 
A. This means that we become an example for others to follow, because we are conformed to 

the image of Christ. 
B. The Lord is skilled at laying foundations.  Heb 1:10  And, "You, Lord, in the beginning did lay 

the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; 
C. The Foundation is built upon The Rock, Jesus Christ.  Matt 7:24-27  "Therefore everyone 

who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built 
his house upon the rock.  "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  "And 
everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, 
who built his house upon the sand.  "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall." 

D. The Foundation is grounded in love.  Eph 3:14-21  For this reason, I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant 
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the 
inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fulness of God.  Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 
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E. The Foundation is designed to display faith and holiness.  Col 1:21-23  And although you 

were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled 
you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and 
beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

6. To the Lord is the power forever to repair, support, prepare us for war, and lay a foundation with 
us. 
A. He also has the power to scatter the proud.  Luke 1:51  "He has done mighty deeds with His 

arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 
B. And to cause His Word to grow.  Acts 19:20  So the word of the Lord was growing mightily 

and prevailing. 
C. To raise the dead.  Eph 1:19-20  and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He 
brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in 
the heavenly places, 

D. To empower the saints for war.  Eph 6:10  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of 
His might. 

E. To walk in a worthy manner.  Col 1:9-12  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we 
have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 
please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in light. 

G. To conquer Satan.  Heb 2:14-15  Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives. 

H. To empower our gifts.  1 Pet 4:11  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of 
God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 

I. To keep us from stumbling.  Jude 1:24-25  Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the 
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

J. To return.  1 Tim 6:14-16  that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords; who alone possesses 
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be 
honor and eternal dominion! Amen. 

7. Do you believe these things? 
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1 Peter 5:12-14 

Conclusion 
Introduction  1:1-12 
 1. Greetings  1:1-2 
 2. Thanksgiving for our Salvation  1:3-12 
Exhortations Concerning Salvation  1:13-2:10 
 1. Become Holy  1:13-21 
 2. Love One Another  1:22-25 
 3. Grow  2:1-10 
Exhortations Concerning our Witness  2:11-3:12 
 1. Have Character  2:11-12 
 2. Honor Authority  2:13-17 
 3. Submit as Christ  2:18-25 
 4. A Woman’s Witness  3:1-6 
 5. A Man’s Witness  3:7 

6. Be a Blessing  3:8-12 
Exhortations Concerning Suffering  3:13-5:11 
 1. Do Not Fear  3:13-22 
 2. Live by the Spirit. 4:1-6 
 3. Live each Day  4:7-11 
 4. Accept Testing  4:12-19 
 5. Be Humble.  5:1-5 
 6. Resist the Devil.  5:6-11 
Conclusion.  5:12-14 
 
Stand Firm in Grace = 5:12 
 
Through Silvanus (the messenger assigned to carry the letter; once a companion of Paul’s; aka Silas), our 
faithful brother (for so I regard (Pres Act Ind LOGIDZOMAI = after evaluation based on observation) him), I 
have written to you briefly, exhorting (Pres Act Ptc PARAKALEW = exhorting) and testifying (being a witness) 
that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it (Aor Imp HIST8MI = stand firm in true grace)! 
 

C.T. 5:12 =  Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you 
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it. 

 
Summary: 
1. Peter communicates with others through faithful messengers. 
2. Trustworthiness is based on observation over a period of time. 
3. Peter has undergone undeserved suffering, so he not only can write about it, but testify to it as 

well.  (Christianity is not simply knowledge, but experience) 
4. He can encourage others to stand firm in God’s grace, because he has done it.  (you are comforted 

by God to be a comfort to others) 
5. The true grace of God is that comfort which He manifests to you during your time of suffering.  

(you have to be watching) 
6. The “false” grace of God is not the grace of God, but man’s maneuverings to extract himself from 

pressure by any means.  (one can call it grace, but it is not) 
7. Peter’s encouragement is to live an ethical life in the midst of all pressure.  (context of book) 
8. Every writer of the New Testament wrote of God’s grace. 
9. John pointed us to the person of grace, the Lord Jesus Christ.  John 1:14-17  And the Word became 

flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  John bore witness of Him, and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'"  For of His fulness we have all 
received, and grace upon grace.  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized 
through Jesus Christ. 

10. Paul pointed us to the grace given to us at salvation.  Eph 2:8-9;  Rom 3:23-24  for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus;  Rom 5:15  But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the 
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one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abound to the many. 

11. Peter points us to living a life of grace.   
A. By fixing our hope on the coming grace.  1 Pet 1:13  Therefore, gird your minds for action, 

keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 

B. By bearing up under undeserved suffering.  1 Pet 2:19-20  For this finds favor, if for the sake 
of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  For what 
credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when 
you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. 

C. By sharing the grace of life.  1 Pet 3:7  You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a 
fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

D. By using the spiritual gift you have received.  1 Pet 4:10  As each one has received a special 
gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

E. By fighting arrogance to be humble.  1 Pet 5:5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your 
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

F. By growing up.  1 Pet 5:10  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, 
who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and 
establish you. 

 
C.T. 5:12 =  Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you 
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it. 

  
Greetings = 5:13 
 
She who is in Babylon (means confusion, code name for Rome), chosen together with you (H8 + 
SUNEKLEKTOS = the co-chosen), sends you greetings (Pres Mid Ind ASPADZOMAI = salutes), and so does 
my son, Mark.  
 

C.T. 5:13 = The co-chosen in Babylon salutes you, and Mark, my son. 
 
Summary: 
1. The “she” is probably the Church. 
2. Babylon is probably Rome which had had a policy of letting non-threatening faiths alone, but 

violated its own policy where Christianity was concerned, thus the code name “Babylon” meaning 
confusion. 

3. The persecution under Nero was probably just beginning, so many would be facing the “charge of 
the lion,” literally. 

4. The provinces would face it next. 
5. Mark is probably John Mark, a one-time companion of Paul. 
6. The church at Rome saluted the church scattered throughout the various provinces. 
 
Greet one another = 5:14 
 
Greet one another (Aor Mid Imp ASPADZOMAI = salute + ALL8LOS = of the same kind) with a kiss of love 
(PHIL8MA = something done as a result of friendship; kiss in that culture + AGAP8 = love; not a 
passionate one).  
Peace (EIR8N8) be to you all who are in Christ. 
 

C.T. 5:14 =  Salute one another with a friendly expression of love.  Peace be to you all who are in 
Christ. 

 
Summary: 
1. As members of the Body of Christ, we are to honor one another.  Rom 12:10  Be devoted to one 

another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 
2. This teaches that we honorably display our warmth for each other. 
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3. Part of our warmth is an honest desire and prayer that others experience God’s peace in their life.  

(are we in such a quest for our own peace, we do not pray for other’s peace?  Maybe that is why we don’t 
have it) 

4. Peter does not pray for experiential peace for the unbeliever, since that lack of peace is what often 
brings one to accept Jesus Christ. 

5. Peace: 
A. Begins with Jesus Christ.  Eph 2:14-15  For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups 

into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, 
which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the 
two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 

B. Is given by Jesus Christ.  John 14:27  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

C. Is found in Jesus Christ.  John 16:33  "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

D. Is to be pursued with one another.  Rom 14:19-20  So then let us pursue the things which 
make for peace and the building up of one another.  Do not tear down the work of God for the 
sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives 
offense. 

E. Is acquired in prayer.  Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

F. Is not found in doing evil.  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means to love life and see good 
days Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And let him turn away from 
evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 

G. Is to rule our hearts.  Col 3:15-16  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 
you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


